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You can find the registration link on our homepage USTA League TRI-Level Invitational Homepage 
 
Team Selection: It is up to the discretion of each individual section as to how their team is 
selected but all players must be current USTA members, have a valid “C” or “A” computer-

generated NTRP rating after the 2021 year-end ratings are published and be on the official 

TennisLink roster to participate in the National Invitational for 2021.  Please reach out to your 
section office for more information about Tri-Level play and advancement in your area.  
 
Roster Sizes and Requirements: For each team, there will be a minimum requirement of six (6) 
players, providing for one doubles team, in the 3.5, 4.0 and 4.5 ability levels, to a maximum of 12 
players per team. This can be any combination of NTRP levels as long as the total number of 
players on a roster is 12 or less, and there are at least two players on-site and available for the 
entire weekend at each NTRP level of 3.5, 4.0 and 4.5.  For example, a team could have three 
3.5, five 4.0 and four 4.5 players. As this Invitational is intended to provide level-based play, 
players should not play up NTRP levels unless there is an on-site injury or extenuating 
circumstances that require a team to play a player up a level to avoid defaulting a court.  
Non-Playing Captain: We will allow for one non-playing captain to attend and not be counted 
towards the 12 allowed roster players. This captain must be the same captain that is listed in 
TennisLink .    
  
Minimum Match Requirement: There is no minimum match requirement for players to play in 
this event.  
  
Ratings for the Tri-Level National Invitational to be held in 2022: The USTA National Staff 
Representative will verify all player ratings and eligibility prior to the start of the Invitational once 
rosters have been received from the respective section offices. 
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Accepted Rating Types 

Computer “C” Rated Players: Players must have a valid “C” rating after the 2021 year-end ratings 
have been published in order to participate in the Tri-Level National Invitational in 2022.  
Question: If a “”C” computer-generated player who competes in 2021 gets bumped up when 
year-end ratings are released, can they still participate at the NTRP level they played at in 
2021? Example: 3.5 “C” computer-rated player gets bumped up to 4.0 “C”.  Can they still play in 
the invitational at 3.5 “C”? 
 
Answer: Yes, as a “C” computer-generated player, this player MAY play in the Tri-Level National 
Invitational held in 2022 at the NTRP level they played at in 2021. Example: 3.5 “C” computer-
rated player gets bumped up to 4.0 “C”.  They are eligible to play in the invitational at 3.5 “C”.  
Should a player move up TWO LEVELS at year-end, they must play at their NEW HIGHEST LEVEL, 
instead of their original rostered level.  Example: If a 3.5 “C” computer-rated player gets bumped 
up to 4.5 “C” - they must play at the 4.5 level. 
  
Question: If a “C” rated player appeals their 2021 year-end rating down and is now showing as 
an “A” appealed player, are they able to play at their lower appealed rating? 
Answer: Yes. If a player earned a “C” year-end rating in 2021 and they appealed their rating 
down through TennisLink  Auto Appeal and now have a verifiable “A” rating, they will be allowed 
to play at the “C” rating level they had throughout 2021. For example, if a player played the 2021 
season with a 3.5 “C” rating and earned a 4.0 "C" 2021-year end rating and they appeal their 
rating down to a 3.5 "A," they may play at the Tri-Level invitational as a 3.5-rated player.   
  
“S” Self-Rated, “A” Appealed, “M” Mixed, or “T” Tournament 

“S” Self rated, “A” Appealed, “M” Mixed, or “T” Tournament players may only play if they earn a 
“C” computer year-end rating when the 2021 year-end ratings are published, and they must play 
at the “C” rating level that they earned with the 2021 year-end ratings.  
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Question:  If a “S” self-rated, “A” appealed, “M” mixed, or “T” tournament player who competed 
in 2021 gets bumped up in the 2021 year-end ratings, can they still participate at the NTRP level 
they played at in 2021?  Example: A 3.5 “S” self-rated, “A” appealed, “M” mixed, or “T” 
tournament player gets bumped up to 4.0 “C”.  Can they still play in the 2022 event at the 3.5 
level? 
Answer: No. An “S” self-rated, “M” mixed, or “T” tournament  player may ONLY play if they 
earned a "C' year-end rating in 2021 and they MUST play at the "C" computer rating that they 
earned in the 2021 year-end ratings. Example: An “S” self-rated, “M” mixed, or “T” tournament 
player gets bumped up to 4.0 “C” they must play at the 4.0 NTRP level at the Tri Level Invitational 
held in 2022. Note that an “S” self-rated, “M” mixed, or “T” tournament 4.5 player who got 
bumped up to 5.0 “C” WOULD NOT be eligible to play in the event held in 2022. 
FINAL RATING ELEGIBIITY DETERMINATIONS WILL BE MADE BY  
THE TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE. 

 
Team Captain’s Registration and Captains Meeting: 
 

WHERE: Virtual Meeting via Google Meet/Zoom 
WHEN: Tuesday March 1st at 6pm PST.   
NOTE: Captains must check in their team on Thursday, March 3, 2022 between the hours of             
5pm and 7pm at the Omni Rancho Las Palmas Tennis Courts. At this time the captain will get 
their captain’s packets, captain gift and player gifts. The check in takes about 10-15 minutes. 
*Captains are required to join the Virtual meeting or view it prior to the start of the event. 
 

Event Host Location: Omni Rancho Las Palmas Tennis Courts -  The tennis courts are located 
near the Golf Club House.  Resort guests will have a short walk or can request a shuttle.  Non-
hotel guests should use the Avenida Las Palmas Road gate just south of the resort entrance.       
Guard gate is located near intersection of Avenida Las Palmas and Bob Hope Dr. Mention the 
USTA tournament for entrance.  
 
Player Lunches: Every registered player will receive a boxed lunch on both Friday and Saturday.   
Lunches will be provided from 11:30am -1:30pm each day.   

Trainer: There will be a trainer on-site to assist with athletic injuries. The trainer will have access 
to ice for injuries only. 
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Awards: Awards and banners will be given to teams that finish in the Champion, Finalist, Third 
and Fourth positions.   

Player Gifts: All players registered for the National Invitational will receive player gifts. 

Offsite Activities and Opportunities:  In light of the ever-changing vaccine requirements and 
COVID related restrictions players will be offered access to a variety of curated activities.  
Descriptions and prices are available on the SoCal Tri Level Webpage 

Team Photos: Team photos will be taken throughout the weekend as well as candid shots.        Team 
captains will make an appointment for their team photo prior to their first match. Photos will be 
available for FREE at ustasocal.photoshelter.com 
 
Website: The USTA League National Invitational home page will be updated with stories, photos 
and scores daily. Be sure your local newspaper sports editor, friends and family have the     address 
so they can check the results at https://www.usta.com/en/home/play/adult-
tennis/programs/national/usta-league-2021-tri-level-national-invitational.html. 

Rules and Regulations: 
USTA Rules and League Regulations and Friend at Court will be enforced during championships. 
All match lineups must be submitted to the tournament desk by the team captain at least 30 minutes 
prior to the start of the scheduled match time. All matches will be on a “Followed By” basis                meaning 
matches may start prior to the scheduled match time if courts are available. Penalties may be enforced at 
the Tournament Director’s discretion for lateness even if a match is starting prior to the scheduled match 
time. 
 
Coaching: 
No coaching is allowed by captains, teammates, or spectators. Cell phones or electronic devices 
are not allowed on court. Please work out problems on court as best as you        can. If players are not 
able to work out a dispute, one of them may come to the Tournament desk to request the 
Referee. (Please note that captains and/or spectators should not be involved             with decision 
making or requesting an official without a player’s consent.) 
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Scoring: 
Best of two tiebreak sets with a 10-point Match Tiebreak in lieu of a 3rd set. 
 
Match Tiebreak (10 Points, Win by 2): When the score in an individual match is one set all, a 
Match Tiebreak shall be played in lieu of a 3rd set. This tiebreak game replaces the deciding final 
set. The player/team who first wins ten points (win by two) shall win this match tiebreak  and the 
match. If the score goes to 9 -9 and beyond, players continue to play until there is a winning 
margin of 2 points (i.e. 11-9, 12-10, 15-13, etc). 

Two-minute rest between the 1st and 2nd set and between the 2nd and 3rd set Match Tiebreak. 

Coman Tiebreak procedures apply to all tiebreak sets including the Match Tiebreaker. First team 
serves one time, followed by two serves for each team thereafter. Change sides after the        first 
serve and then after every four points thereafter. (Note: Easy way to remember in doubles  is 
that each player will serve from the same side.) 
 
INVITATIONAL FORMAT * 

Teams will compete in 4 unflighted matches against randomly selected opponents. Teams can 
expect to play 2 matches on Friday and 2 matches on Saturday.      On Sunday, the top 4 teams, 
based on TennisLink standings, will advance to the semi-finals, followed by the finals and the 
3rd/4th match. 

In the event of a team match tie, the tie will be broken by the first of the following procedures: 
 

• Winner of the most individual matches in the competition 
• Winner of head to head match (winner of head-to-head match only if all tied teams 

have played  each other and one team defeated all the teams that are tied) 
• Loser of the fewest number of sets 
• Loser of the fewest number of games 
• Game Winning Percentage: Total games won divided by total games 

played *Calculation of game-winning percentage does not include 
defaulted matches. 

• A Method to be determined by the Invitational Committee. Procedure 
to be announced prior to commencement of championship 
competition. 

 

*Format and schedule are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances. 
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GRIEVANCE AND APPEAL PROCEDURE: 
 

The following guidelines and procedures will be used during this championship. Please review 
them carefully. Any staff member on site will be glad to assist you with the forms and answer  any 
questions on procedures. 

3.03C(1) Any grievance alleging a violation during championships competition shall be in writing 
and delivered to the duly appointed site director or designee prior to whichever occurs first: (a) 
within 30 minutes of the completion of the involved team’s match or (b) the commencement of 
the involved team’s next match, whether or not the involved player participates except for 
Administrative Grievances (See Reg. 3.03A(2), Eligibility Grievances (See Reg. 3.03B(3) and NTRP 
Grievances (See Reg. 3.03E(3).) 

3.03E(3) NTRP Grievances will not be accepted. 
 
3.03B(1) The Grievance Appeal Committee shall not be required to hold any hearing except as 
provided in 3.04B(2). Its decision may be based entirely on the findings of fact by the Grievance 
Committee whose decision is being appealed and on the facts and arguments submitted in 
writing by the parties to the appeal. 
 
Inclement Weather: Please note that the tournament format, number of matches and match 
length may change due to a team not showing up or circumstances beyond our control such as 
weather. However, rain or extreme heat could cause delays, modifications to the format, and 
possible cancellation of the tournament. There are NO indoor back-up courts where the 
championships can be played in the event of rain. 

In the event of rain or suspension of play caused by extreme heat, please remain at the 
tournament site until the tournament staff informs you of the play schedule. In the event of a 
long rain delay or heat suspension, it will be at the discretion of the Tournament Committee to 
use an alternative-playing format. 
If the championship, or part of the championships is cancelled due to rain or unforeseen 
circumstances, the championship will not be rescheduled. 
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Umpires: There will be roving Certified Tournament Referees onsite at all times. Players are 
encouraged to play tennis without the need for umpires to be present for matches. In the case    
of disputed calls and upon the request of the player, a Tournament Referee may be requested to 
assist players as needed. 

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES: 
 
Eisenhower Medical Center 
39000 Bob Hope Dr 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
(760) 340-3911 
Emergency room: Open 24 hours 

 
 

Eisenhower Urgent Care 
At Eisenhower Health Center at Rancho Mirage Medical Center 
72780 Country Club Drive, Suite B203 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
(760) 834-3593 
Hours: 
8am – 6pm Monday – Friday 
8am – 4pm Saturday and Sunday 
 

TRANSPORTATION DETAILS: 
 

Airport information:  
Palm Springs International Airport – PSP International Airport – approximately 15  
minutes from event location.   
Los Angeles area airports: 
LAX – approximately 2 ½ hours with no traffic– plan for heavy traffic  
ONT – approximately 1 ½ hours with no traffic – plan for heavy traffic  
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Hotels 
 

Omni Rancho Las Palmas Resort and Spa (Event Location) 
41000 Bob Hope Dr 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
(760) 568-2727 
 
Holiday Inn Express 
71730 CA-111 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
(760) 340-5516 
 
Homewood Suites by Hilton Palm Desert 
36999 Cook St 
Palm Desert, CA 92211 
(760)568-1600 

HOTEL RESERVATION LINKS WILL BE POSTED TO THE USTA 2021 Tri-Level Invitational 
Website  
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Show your section spirit on your way to and at the 2021 USTA League 
National Invitational! 
 

Every team that qualifies are encouraged to show their Section Spirit for the 2021 
National Invitational by using their section’s designated color. We would love for you 
to show us your spirit by posting on social media sporting your 2021 National 
Invitational colors by using #ustaleague.  
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TIPS FOR PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS: 
 
We recommend that spectators bring an umbrella for protection from the sun and a portable chair. 
Many of the courts do not have covered seating. 

Players and spectators should bring their own water vessel to be sure to continuously hydrate.   
Water is available on court during match play and  water stations are available throughout the 
facility.  There is a snack bar on site.   

Don’t forget sunscreen and a visor or hat!! 
 
Start hydrating early, even though this event is held in March, the California desert has a very dry 
climate  and proper hydration is important.   

State and Local COVID Protocols  
 

Currently, the State of California and the Omni Rancho Las Palmas do not have any outdoor mask 
mandates in       place, nor do they have any restrictions on spectators attending outdoor events of 
this size.   

The USTA SoCal and the host facility strongly recommend that all players and spectators  wear a 
mask when inside the building regardless of their vaccination status. They also request that 
players and spectators do not congregate inside the building and that traffic moves in and out at 
a prompt pace. There is seating outside that players and spectators may use, players and 
spectators may also bring in their own chairs for seating. We encourage players to leave the 
facility in between matches and return to their hotels, grab a bite to eat, etc., and not remain at 
the courts.  Please adhere to CDC guidelines when determining to attend the event as a player or 
spectator.  We can also add something here about the SoCal play safe in COVID guidelines.  I will 
attach. 
 


