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More than 150 people turned 
out to celebrate the best of 
local tennis at the 31st Annual 
USTA Long Island Awards 
Dinner in September. In an 
event that had been delayed 
from the spring due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
USTA LI Regional Council 
recognized individuals and 
organizations for their on- 
and off-court achievements.  

In his opening remarks, LI  
Regional Director Jonathan 
Klee recapped the past 
months since the last awards 
dinner and recounted some 
recent successes. 

“We have had quite a year 
and a half in Long Island 
tennis since we last met in 
2020,” Klee said. “COVID, 
the shutdown of indoor 
and outdoor tennis, the 
reopening of safe outdoor 
and then later on indoor 
tennis, and the growth of 
tennis as a ‘safe sport’ to 
play.” He pointed to some 
recent successes: 

• the return of Summer Kids 
Days with four events in 
Nassau and Suffolk 

• the return of USTA Adult 
Leagues including several LI 
teams that won Eastern 
Sectionals, qualifying for 
National Championships 
this fall 

• participation in several 
community events  

• with the cancellation of the 
2020 high school state 

championships, the LI 
Council  ran a full-draw 
tournament of girls' 
individual singles and 
doubles All State  and 
County Players 

Klee also congratulated the 
recipients of the 2021 Tennis 
Club of the Year honors: “It 
was awarded to all of our 
clubs that stayed strong 
through the pandemic and 
supported indoor tennis.  
Without you and your 
perseverance, none of us 
would be able to play the 
game we love,” he said.   

Additional highlights of the 
evening included: 

Longtime LI Council 
member and treasurer Craig 
Fligstein received the Hy 
Zausner Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 
recognition of his lifetime of 
achievement both on and off 
the court. Fligstein is Chief 
Development Officer at 
United Way of Long Island. 
He has actively brought 
tennis to and supported 
tennis for U.S. Veterans at 
the Northport VA Hospital 

and was instrumental in 
helping renovate the courts 
there. He also coordinates 
United Way programs that 
provide desperately needed 
funding to tennis pros and 
others.  

Lori Sarnelli (above, 
left), the longtime manager 
at Point Set Indoor Racquet 
Club in Oceanside, received 
the Vitas Gerulaitis “For the 
Love of Tennis” Award. This 
award honors an individual 
who demonstrates her love 
of the game through 
volunteering, supporting 
tennis programs and 
helping grow tennis 
throughout Long Island. 
Sarnelli has played an 
important role in the 

success of Point Set, which, 
in 2021, celebrated its 50th 
year. Sarnelli also captains 
many USTA League teams.  

The Arthur Ashe Multi-
Cultural Award, given to a 
tennis player who embraces 
diversity, serves as an 
ambassador for the game of 
tennis, exhibits unmatched 
sportsmanship and shares 
his or her love of tennis with 

(continued on page 5) 

Calendar 
 
Girls’ High School 
Season Highlights 

 
10/21: Long Island 
Championship (Small 
schools)-tentative 

10/28 – 30: NY State 
Individual Tournament 
              
11/1: Long Island 
Championship (Large 
Schools) 

11/5: NY State Team 
Semi’s and Finals @BJK 
National Tennis Center 
(Flushing) 

For a complete 
calendar of 
upcoming girls’ high 
school tennis season 
dates, see page 6 

Fligstein, 2nd from left 

http://www.usta.com/longislandregion
http://www.usta.com/longislandregion
https://www.facebook.com/USTA-Long-Island-312030960530/
https://www.facebook.com/USTA-Long-Island-312030960530/
https://twitter.com/USTA_LI?lang=en
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On The Ball: News from Long Island 

Remembering Dick Zausner 

The USTA Long 
Island Region was 
saddened to learn 
of the passing of 
Richard (Dick) 
Zausner this 
summer.  Dick was 
President and 

Director of the Port Washington 
Tennis Academy (PWTA)--which was 
founded by his father, Hy--and 
renowned for producing some of the 
world’s top tennis talent including 
John and Patrick McEnroe, Vitas 
Gerulaitis, Tracy Austin and Mary 
Carillo, among others.   

Dick was Chairman of USTA’s Eastern 
Junior Tournament Rules & Discipline 
Committee for many years and was 
inducted into the USTA Eastern 
Tennis Hall of Fame in 2017.  
 
The USTA Long Island Region 
honored PWTA for its 50th 
anniversary at its 2016 
Awards Dinner. In an 
interview published at the 
time in “On the Ball: News 
from LI” , Dick said he was  
most proud of his non-
profit facility and how the 
Academy had helped train 

children and young adults who 
couldn’t afford lessons.  

Since its inception, PWTA has trained 
thousands of youths. A 501 (c) (3) 
charity supporting children, the PWTA 
under Dick’s leadership supported 

many local 
charities that help 
children. 

 

 

Dick, center, received 
the USTA LI Vitas 
Gerulaitis for Love of 
Tennis Award in 2009  

LI Juniors at the US Open 
 
Theodora (Thea) Rabman, who played first singles for Port Washington for three seasons 
from 7th through 9th grades, reached the second round of the US Open Junior Girls 
Tournament in September. The 16-year-old also, with her doubles partner Ariana Pursoo of 
Westbury, reached the second round of the US Open Junior Girls Doubles Tournament.  

 
Thea won the first-round singles match against Laura 
Hietaranta of Finland 7-5, 6-2. She had previously won two 
qualifying matches to enter the tournament. With members 
of the Port Washington high school boys and girls tennis 
teams in the stands cheering her on, Thea ultimately lost in Round 2 to No. 1 seed 
Victoria Jimenez Kasintseva (Andorra), the reigning Australian Open junior girls 
champion.  
 
A high school junior, Thea will play the junior circuit this year rather than high school 
tennis. As a high school freshman in 2019, she finished 
2nd in Nassau County singles and New York State 
singles. In April 2021, she won the girls 16s of the 
Easter Bowl without losing a set. She won the Nassau 

County Doubles title in 2017 with partner Martine 
McGowan. 
 
In doubles, Rabman and Pursoo reached the second round 
of the tournament, where they competed against the 7th 
seed doubles team.  Pursoo also competed at singles in the 
Junior tournament. In the 1st round of the qualifiers, she 
beat the #1 seed Brenda Fruhvirtova 6-2, 6-4 before losing 
to the #10 seed Ya Yi Yang 6-7(4), 6-2, 13-11 in the 2nd 
round, just missing out on the main draw.     

Also at the US Open, Long Island's Drew Hassenbein was chosen to do the coin toss for the 
final between Daniel Medvedev and Novak Djokovic. Sharing the spotlight with Drew was 
former tennis great Stan Smith.  

Thea Rabman 

Pursoo  (left) and Rabman 

Hassenbein (at right) 
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On The Ball: News from Long Island 

Eastern Awards and Honors 

One of the highlights of the 2021 
summer Long Island tennis season was 
the return of the free Long Island Kids’ 
Days this year, coordinated by the 
USTA Long Island Regional Council in 
partnership with Long Island Tennis 
Magazine.  
 
Three kids days took place across Long 
Island, at LuHi Summer Camp, North 
Hills Country Club and the Hamlet 
Golf and Tennis Club. A fourth event 
took place at Hofstra Summer Camp 

for children 
in programs 
there other 
than tennis. 
 

“Our Council 
being able to 
sponsor Kids’ 
Days this 
year, after a 
year off 
because of 

the pandemic, was special,” said USTA 
Long Island Regional Director 
Jonathan Klee. “Putting tennis 
racquets in the hands of children, 
many of them for the first time, and 
watching their faces light up as they hit 
tennis balls back and forth, is one of 
the missions of the USTA.  
 
“Tennis is a game of a lifetime, and we 
hope that these experiences spark 
further play or an interest in tennis as 
they grow older,” Klee added.  
 
The events included drills and games 

plus other fun events. Instructors 
included USTA Long Island 
volunteers, teaching pros and  high 
school and college tennis players who 
were interning for Long Island Tennis 
Magazine.  The LI Council provided 
lunch for all the participants. 
 
“It was great to get back to community 
events this summer, and being able to 
collaborate with USTA Long Island 
again on three separate Kids Days was 
special,” said David Sickmen, 
publisher of Long Island Tennis 
Magazine. “Our joint goal is to grow 
the game of tennis. We had more than 
250 total participants from diverse, 
underprivileged areas, including some 
with special needs, many of whom had 
never played before. We created a safe 
and fun environment both on and off 
the court for them, with everything 
from professional tennis instruction to 
carnival games and it was nice to see 
the smiles back on kids faces after a 
hard year where Covid restricted so 
many events.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos courtesy of Long Island Tennis 
Magazine 

Summer Kids Days Return  
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On The Ball: News from Long Island 

League Teams Heading to Nationals 

They’re going to Nationals!  
 
Congratulations to the Long Island USTA league teams who won their Eastern 
Sectional championships—next stop Nationals! They are: 
 
55+ Women 

• 6.0 Port Jefferson Country Club, captain Nancy Knapp   

• 7.0 Sportime Lynbrook, captains Nayna Brahmbhatt & Jamie Devine  

• 8.0 Sportime Lynbrook, captain Anna Aviani-Wilson 
 
55+ Men: 7.0 Sportime Kings Park, captains Tim Consiglio & Dalmain Fenton 
 
18+ Women: 4.5 Sportime Lynbrook, captains Katie Figgie & 
Suzanne Markowitz  

 
40+ Women: 3.0 Christopher Morley Tennis, captain Jaeeun 
Lee  
 
40+ Men: 4.5 Carefree Racquet Club, captain Scott Chesney  

40+ Mixed:  

• 6.0   Christopher Morley Tennis, captains David Ng & 
Youngmi Seo  

• 9.0  Park Ave Tennis, captain Roslyn Chua    
 
65+ 

• 7.0  Garden City Tennis, captains Patricia Molloy & Leslie Wecksler   

• 8.0  Sportime Syosset, captains Katrina Clifford & Gail Schor   
 

In other League news, the Tri Level League is 
currently being scheduled, with play starting at the 
beginning of October. Next up will be the 18+ Mixed 
Doubles League at the 6.0, 7.0, 8.0, 9.0 and 10.0 
levels. Play will begin in November. If you are 
interested in captaining or playing on a team, please 
email Kathy Miller. 

In the 65 & Over mixed tennis league, Captain Allan 
Silverstein reports that there are now 100 registered participants in the group, also 
known as the David Dinkins Senior Mixed Tennis League. For information about joining, 

please email Allan or Susan Dalessandro, Players 
must be completely 
vaccinated to be invited to 
play with the group. 
Outdoor play takes place at 
Hempstead Lake State Park 
and the Tennis King, and 
plans are underway for 
indoor play on Long Island 
starting in November. 

Brahmbhatt & Devine team 

Lee team 

Ng & Seo team Aviani-Wilson team 

Wecksler & Molloy team 

Consiglio & Fenton team 

Chesney team 

Clifford/Schor team 

mailto:miller@eastern.usta.com
mailto:asilver1118@aol.com
mailto:suedaless10is@gmail.com
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On The Ball: News from Long Island 

Girls’ High School Tennis 

LI Annual Awards (Continued from page 1) 

others, was presented to husband and wife Gil Bernardino and Sara 
Brewster. The pair run the Circulo de le Hispanidad, whose mission is to 
improve lives by providing services, education and more. Circulo, 
located in Hempstead and Long Beach, participates in USTA LI kids’ 
days and runs tennis programming for children and adults. 

In loving memory of longtime USTA Long Island volunteer, board 
member and three-term president Daniel Burgess, the LI Regional 
Council renamed its community service award as the Daniel Burgess Sr. 
Community Service Award. Burgess passed away in 2020. He had been 
a fixture on the local courts for many years and devoted his life and 
career to helping his community through tennis. The award was created 
to recognize an individual, group or organization whose dedication to 
serving the tennis community is outstanding and unique. Agnes 
Burgess, Daniel’s widow, made a heartfelt presentation about the 
importance of community service to her husband, and then presented 
the inaugural Daniel Burgess Sr. Community Service Award to Greg 

Balk. Balk has volunteered 
many hours at the VA center in East 
Northport, working and running 
clinics with the veterans there and 
playing tennis with the children in the 
day care center. In addition, he 
volunteers with US veterans at 
Sportime in Kings Park.   

For a complete list of award winners 
and to see photos from the event visit 
www.longisland.usta.com  

  

The girls’ high school season is 
underway. More details and photos 
will follow in the next issue of “On the 
Ball: News from LI” and on our web 
site and social media accounts.  
Following is the schedule of 
tournament play for the balance of the 
season. 

October 

12-14, 19-20: Suffolk County Team 
Tournament 

15-16, 18: Suffolk County Individual 
Tournaments/Divisions 
 
16 – 17: Nassau County Individual 
Tournament @Eisenhower Park 

 

21: Long Island Team Championship 
(small schools) 
 
22-23,25: Suffolk County Individual 
Tournament 
28 – 30: NY State Individual 
Tournament @Sportime Schenectady 
                 
November 

1: Long Island Championship (Large 
schools) 

5: NY State Team Semi’s and Finals @ 
Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Center (Flushing) 

In addition, many of the girls’ teams 
will be wearing pink during the month 
of October and raising money for 
breast cancer research. 

Nominate for 
USTA Eastern 
2022 Awards 
With its annual awards, USTA Eastern 
honors those who have made 
remarkable contributions toward 
growing and promoting tennis at the 
grassroots level. Recipients are 
typically recognized in January at the 
Eastern Tennis Conference.  

The nomination window for the 2022 
ceremony is now open. Individuals 
and organizations may be nominated 
for more than 20 awards, including 
Tennis Woman of the Year, Tennis 
Man of the Year, Tennis Family of the 
Year and Organization of the Year. All 
members of Eastern’s tennis 
community are encouraged to submit 
nominations. The deadline to submit a 
nomination is October 22. Find 
category descriptions, previous 
recipients and more information, and 
also nominate a worthy candidate 
today at usta.com/easternawards 

Burgess family with Greg Balk 

Circulo de la Hispanidad members 

Family of the Year, the Fehrs’ 

http://www.longisland.usta.com
http://www.longisland.usta.com
http://www.longisland.usta.com
usta.com/easternawards
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On The Ball: News from USTA Eastern 

USTA Eastern and the Junior Tennis 
Foundation (JTF) inducted Long 
Islanders Dr. Harold German and Dr. 
Emily Moore into the Eastern Tennis 
Hall of Fame in August in a ceremony 
hosted by Emmy-winning broadcaster 
Mary Carillo. 

“Their service has enriched our 
community over decades,” JTF 
Executive Director Mark McIntyre said 
of the 2021 inductees, who, in addition 
to German and Moore, included 
entrepreneur Freddie Botur, historian 
Dr. Dale Caldwell and tennis icons 
Billie Jean King and Ilana Kloss.  

“Beyond a tennis court, these six 
individuals are exemplary citizens 
whose advocacy and activism have 
transformed our world. We are thrilled 
to formally recognize each of them for 

their remarkable achievements and 
lifetime of service with our 
organization’s highest honor.” 

A standout athlete with a top-notch 
forehand, German was ranked as high 
as No. 6 in the Eastern Men’s division. 
He led his high school to the finals of 
the New Jersey State Championships, 
and then captained a Princeton 
University team that was ranked No. 8 
in the U.S. From 1963 to 1967, while 
attending medical school, he was a 
major contender on the Eastern Men’s 

Clay Court Circuit, 
reaching the final 
stages of multiple 
tournaments and 
winning the Park 
Lakes Invitational. 
During this period, 
he played Arthur 
Ashe three times 
and defeated future 
Grand Slam 
semifinalists Sandy 
Mayer and Dick 
Stockton. 

In 1968, just weeks after reaching the 
semifinals of an Eastern tournament, 
German was sent to Vietnam, where he 
served as a Navy physician for the 
Marine Corps. One day in 1969, his 
battalion came under heavy fire, 
sustaining multiple casualties. Amid the 
chaos, German gathered up his medical 
supplies and rushed into the field to 
attend to the injured Marines until they 
could be evacuated safely, even as 
grenade explosions and gunfire 
continued all around him. For his 
bravery and focus during the event, 
German was awarded the Bronze Star. 

Today, German still plays tennis a few 
times a week—and still practices 
medicine—in Huntington. 

Moore has spent over five decades 
introducing tennis to children through 
the Roosevelt-based Alliance Junior 
Tennis Development Program, which 
she established in 1975.  Through her 
efforts, many of her students went on to 
compete in tournaments across the 
country and obtain tennis scholarships 
for college. A lot of these kids may not 
have discovered the joys of the 
game were it not for Moore. 

“[These kids] have all graduated from 
colleges, from Howard to Morgan State 
to Harvard to MIT,” Moore says in 
reflecting on her legacy. “I told them 
you can go and be anything you want to 
be. I’ve got a group of kids who are 

doctors and lawyers. I’m proud that I’ve 
trained young people to become leaders 
and teachers of the world. I let them 
know from the beginning that we 
compete in a world with seven 
continents. It’s about ‘How can I help 
make a contribution to society?’ Not 
going through life and saying ‘What’s in 
it for me?’” 

Beyond her accomplishments in the 
sport, Moore is a lifelong activist who 
stood on the front lines of the Civil 
Rights Movement. While attending 
Morgan State University in Baltimore in 
the 1960s, she was arrested with other 
students for refusing to leave a 
segregated theater and spent a week in 
jail. The protest gained national 
attention and the support of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Moore also served in 
the Peace Corps in Nigeria, where she 
lived through three coups. 

The USTA Eastern Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony benefits the JTF, 
which provides grants and other 
financial assistance to hundreds of 
worthy tennis programs and 
organizations that focus on 
underserved and at-risk youth and 
people with disabilities. Since its 
incorporation in 1982, JTF has 
provided more than $2 million for 
programs and scholarships in the 
Eastern Section. Learn more about how 
you can support the JTF here. 

Photos by Christine Ashburn 

USTA Eastern Recognizes LI Residents 
with Highest Honor 

Kloss, King, Moore and German pose together 

after the ceremony 

German: “I have to say I have always 
enjoyed playing.” 

Moore and McIntyre 

https://www.usta.com/en/home/about-usta/who-we-are/eastern/junior-tennis-foundation.html


 

Like us on Facebook:  
USTA Long Island 
Follow us on Twitter: USTA_LI 

We are committed to the promotion and growth of tennis, the "lifetime sport," for 

people of all ages and abilities to play and enjoy the game. Through the efforts of 

volunteers, USTA staff and strategic partners, we are dedicated to the highest 

standards of integrity, honesty and ethics in developing tennis programs in local 

communities throughout Long Island. Our mission will be served by having our 

youth, our adults and corporate partners enjoy the "sport for a lifetime."  

USTA Eastern Long Island 
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IN THE NEWS….  
Lucia Donnelly 
(left) of Locust 
Valley won the Point 
Set Girls 16 L5 
tournament…  
Albert Hu of Great 
Neck (below, right) 

won the Boys 16 
L5 at Point Set 
Racquet Club... 
Dylan 
Connerty 
(below, left) of 
Garden City was 

a finalist in the B16 
L6 Challenger at 
Point Set Tennis...  
Some of tennis’ 
youngest 
participants enjoy 
red 

ball action at 
Christopher Morley 
Tennis (photo, right)
… Interested in 
playing wheelchair 
tennis? The Long 

Island Wheelchair Tennis 
Association plays on Mondays at 
Eisenhower Park. The group also hosts 
tournaments. For information, email 
organizer Jack Beaulieu…  
Congratulations to all the LI champion 
teams who competed at Sectionals this 
season: 18+ Women: 2.5 Carefree 
(Strazzera/Rothstein), 3.0 Sportime 
Lynbrook (Steele/Davidson), 3.5 Point 
Set (Siler/Thomas), 4.0 Sportime 
Roslyn (Imberman), 5.0 Sportime 
Syosset (Katz/Steigman) and Open 
Sportime Lynbrook (Landsman/

Sekerina)... 18+ Men: 3.0 Deer Park 
(Ng), 3.5 C. Morley (Moramarco), 4.0 
Point Set (Bindler), 4.5 Long Beach 
(Malik) and 5.0 Robbie Wagner’s 
(Snow)...  40+ Women: 3.5 Sportime 
Lynbrook (Brahmbhatt), 4.0 
Huntington Indoor (Newell/
Kleinberg) and 4.5 Christopher Morley 
(Sorin/Greeley)… 40+ Men: 3.0 LI 
Health & Racquet (Kronenberg), 3.5 
Sportime Kings Park (Carson) and 4.0 
Port Washington Tennis (Rau/Gold)… 
55+ Men: 8.0 Sportime Kings Park 
(Difazio) and 9.0 Carefree/Nassau 
Indoor (Kolenberg/Lehman)… 55+ 
Women: 6.0 Port Jefferson CC 
(Knapp), 7.0 Sportime Lynbrook 
(Brahmbhatt) and 8.0 Sportime 
Lynbrook (Aviani-Wilson)… 65+ 
Women: 7.0 Garden City Tennis 
(Molloy/Wecksler) and 8.0 Sportime 
Syosset (Clifford/Schor)… 65+ Men: 
7.0 Bethpage State Park (Nathan/

Morgillo) and 8.0 
Tennis King 
(Silverstein/Luba)… 
40+ Mixed: 
7.0   Point Set 
(Sarnelli/Thomas) 
and 8.0  Sportime 
Lynbrook (Healy) 

http://www.usta.com/longislandregion
http://www.usta.com/longislandregion
mailto:ustaonlongisland@gmail.com
mailto:jackbeaulieu2@aol.com

