
We’re thrilled you’re playing tennis and seeking out more ways to get in the game. We hope you grow to 

love tennis as much as we do! To make sure that’s the case, we want to do everything possible to help 

you have a rewarding experience every time you step on the court. A big part of that is knowing your 

rating. Once you have a rating, we can group you with players of similar skill levels, because everyone has 

more fun – and improves their games faster – by playing against evenly matched opponents.  

 

What Are Junior Ratings? 
 

A Junior National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) rating is a measuring tool that indicates a standard of 

play that allows players to track their progress as they develop their games. An accurate rating should 

give a player access to level-based competition. Level-based competition is about grouping players 

according to ability, regardless of age or gender. For example, players might be grouped together in 

compatible rating intervals such as 2.4 to 2.7 or 3.1 to 3.3.  

 

Junior Ratings help us match opponents of similar skill levels by placing players within a defined scale 

using a consistent mathematic algorithm. The rating scale for junior players is shown in tenths, starting 

with 2.0, which is the lowest, progressing to 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, etc., until you reach 7.0, which is the highest 

rating.  

 

For adult players the rating scale is shown in .5 increments, starting with 2.0, which is the lowest, and 

progressing to 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, etc., until you reach 7.0, which is the highest rating. Junior ratings are updated 

every two weeks, whereas adult ratings are updated and published once a year (in December). 

 

Why Ratings? 
 

Ratings are designed to reward you for competing, inspire you to develop your game, and offer the 

opportunity to compete more regularly and to be the best you can be. 

 

Ratings are a great solution for tournament acceptance and seeding. In non-elimination formats, ratings 

are a great way to group players of similar ability together in round-robin groups and compass draws – 

all with a goal of encouraging a positive experience.  

 

How Do I Get My Rating? 
 

If you have played a minimum of four matches in the last 18 months in any of the following, then you 

more than likely have a dynamic rating. If you have not participated in any of these events in the last 18 

months then you will have to self-rate.  

 

    12U-18U divisions in USTA-sanctioned and non-sanctioned junior tournaments and/or Junior Team 

Tennis leagues  

    USTA men’s/women’s Opens 

    USTA Pro Circuit events 

    U.S.-based International Tennis Federation (ITF) events  

 
 

 

 


