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Tom Chin of Latham concedes 

that tennis has possibly taken 

over his life. “Sometimes I feel 

like I live on the courts!” admits 

Chin. “It’s good though – overall 

it is a great activity and social 

outlet for me, and keeps me 

organized and keeps my behind 

off the couch.” 

In addition to playing, Chin 

volunteers his time as USTA 

League captain, leading Mens, 

Trilevel and Mixed Doubles 

teams for well over a decade. 

Many of his teams have made it 

to the Sectional Championships 

in their respective flights. 

“I’m a true student of the game 

– as a mostly self-taught 

player,” said Chin. “I’m always 

watching and learning, whether 

it be how to improve a shot, or 

studying my players’ and 

opponents’ strengths and 

weaknesses – there’s always 

something that can be learned 

or passed on to someone else.” 

The Northern Region is grateful 

for Tom’s service and applauds 

his dedication to growing the 

game. 
 

 

 

Guilderland High School’s  

Deb O’Brien was appointed  

New York State Section 2 Chairperson 

for Girls’ Tennis, affective April of 

2018. For almost two decades, Coach 

O’Brien has coached the Girls Varsity 

and Boys Junior Varsity tennis teams 

at Guilderland High School in 

Guilderland, NY.  O’Brien graduated 

from Miami University with a 

Bachelor’s of Science Degree in 

Education, specializing in Physical 

Education and received a Master’s 

Degree in Curriculum & Instruction 

from Castleton State College in 

Vermont. She’s also worked as 

Teaching Professional at Ridgewood 

Country Club in New Jersey and The 

Kelly Gunterman Tennis Camp at 

Stratton Mountain.  

 

As a child growing up in Ridgewood, New Jersey, O’Brien learned how to play 

tennis at Upper Ridgewood Tennis Club at just four years of age.  A well-

rounded, multi-sport athlete, she also played and excelled in other sports, 

ultimately earning three varsity letters at Ridgewood High School for tennis, 

basketball and softball.  O’Brien earned spots in the 1983 and 1984 New 

Jersey State Tennis Championships.  She often traveled with her family to 

Vermont for summer vacation, where she also won the Vermont State Tennis 

Championships in 1980. 

 

Coach O’Brien is excited and optimistic about her new role and wants to 

support students who want to compete for their high school teams while 

having individual tennis tournament play as well.  “There are many benefits 

and positives that come with being part of a team,” Coach O’Brien says. “The 

students learn to build a comradery with their teammates and build essential 

sportsmanship skills. I want to empower students to play it all -- high school 

tennis and participate in individual tennis tournaments. I do not want them 

to limit themselves.” 

 

Coach O’Brien is looking forward to growing girls’ tennis in New York and 

wants to keep students playing the sport as long as possible. Coach O’Brien 

concluded, “I’m looking forward to keeping the Section 2 Tennis program 

organized and running efficiently to allow the best opportunities for our 

female tennis players!”  
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The top tennis professionals in the Capital District will lead FREE training clinics for 

high school tennis players who want to fine tune their game. Clinics will address 

stroke production and technique, match strategy and other competitive fundamentals 

to prime players for their upcoming high school tennis season. These programs are 

sponsored by USTA Eastern. Spots are available on a first-come basis. Sign up as 

soon as possible to enjoy these FREE training opportunities.  

Visit USTA.com/EasternNorthernRegion to register. 

 

Clinics will be held at the following locations: 

Sportime Schenectaday, May 5, 6 – 8PM  

Saratoga Regional YMCA, May 6, Noon – 2PM 

Tri-City Fitness, May 19, Noon – 2PM 

 

2018 Junior Team Tennis  Summer Season Commences May 20 
USTA Eastern’s Northern Region will be kicking off its Summer Junior Team Tennis (JTT) season in May.  

JTT is a core component of the new USTA youth tennis movement,  

Net Generation, and is designed to introduce kids to team competition in 

a setting that focuses on developing skills, offering play opportunities 

and promoting fun. Last year, more than 400 kids in the Capital Region 

participated in USTA’s flagship junior program in which kids learn 

about unity, sportsmanship and how to work together to achieve 

success…all through tennis. For a $19 registration fee, juniors can play 

the entire summer season with no additional weekly court fees. 

 

Through JTT, junior players engage in singles, doubles and mixed 

doubles matches against other teams, making it an ideal complement for 

kids who are considering or already engaged in middle school or high 

school tennis teams. JTT provides the structure and means to practice 

and get additional match-playing experience in a team-centric 

atmosphere outside of the school season. 

 

JTT uses a co-ed format and teams are currently forming in 10&Under, 12&Under, 14&Under, and 18&Under 

age brackets with a first match date set for Sunday, May 20th.  All matches are held on Sunday afternoons at 

Central Park or Michigan Avenue Park in Schenectady, and the summer season runs through early 

August.  JTT players are not required to play every match so kids have the flexibility to enjoy summer camps 

and family vacations, should a match conflict with other obligations or plans. USTA Eastern’s Northern Region 

also facilitates an indoor winter JTT season that typically runs from November – April. 

 

Parents, the USTA is always looking for new coaches and organizers to start teams and grow the JTT league. 

No tennis experience is required -- just a genuine passion for giving kids a rewarding sport experience!  JTT is 

one of many junior programs that Eastern offers to inspire and grow youth tennis participation and provide 

accessible opportunities for all children with a desire to play our sport.  Contact Dylan Davis, the Northern 

Region’s Summer JTT Coordinator, to learn more about the program, find existing providers that offer JTT 

leagues or find out how easy it is to facilitate this team-centric tennis experience in your community.  

Mixing It Up  
The Northern Region closed out an epic 2018 18&Over Mixed Doubles season that never ran short of fun times and 

good competition! We want to congratulate the teams which earned a spot at Eastern’s 2018 18&Over Mixed 

Doubles Sectional Championship to be held June 1-June 3 at Central Park in Schenectady, NY.  

 

6.0 Mixed - Team:  Raffa, captained by Jo Anne Raffa 

7.0 Mixed - Team:  Goffin, captained by Wendy Goffin 

8.0 Mixed - Team:  Cary, captained by Jim Cary  

9.0 Mixed - Team:  Cary, captained by Christine Cary 

 

The 2018 40&Over Mixed Doubles season will begin in early June and runs through the summer, and the 2018 

Women’s and Men’s NTRP league season is just around the corner. Please help us spread the word about the fun in 

joining USTA League tennis, the country’s largest adult recreational tennis league. With players of nearly all skill 

and age levels, there’s more than enough game to go around.  
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