
 

 

 

Don’t Miss This Year’s  
Southern Rally for Cause 
All proceeds benefiting United Hospice of 

Rockland 

 

When: Saturday, June 16  

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m 

 

Where: Ramapo Tennis at Rustic Brook 

7 Rustic Drive, Airmont, N.Y. 10952  

Contact: Sapna Shah at 845.304.2284  

 

Who: Junior and adult players of all levels 

 

Format: Round robin 

 

Cost: $50 fee of which 100% will be given to 

United Hospice of Rockland 

 
Register now at sammishah01@gmail.com  

MAY 2018 

Congratulations to 
our USTA League 
Captains in the 
spotlight this month: 
Deanna Santoro and 
Robin Davis! 

Deanna Santoro has 

volunteered her time as 

a USTA League captain 

since 2011 while 

working her way up 

from a 2.5 to a 3.5 

rated player.  She has 

been a stellar captain 

for teams in the 

18&over and 40&over 

Adult Leagues as well 

as the 4.0 Trilevel 

League.  Deanna is the 

definition of a good 

sport!  She’s an active 

participant in our 

#KindTennis campaign 

that recognizes players 

and captains who 

exhibit fair 

play. Deanna has a 

wonderful reputation 

and is a role model as a 

volunteer.  
 

mailto:1095201@gmail.com
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Net Generation, powered by the USTA, makes it 

easier and more fun to get kids and teens into 

tennis. We provide the tools, world-class 

curricula, marketing materials and training to 

empower coaches, teachers, parents, volunteers, 

NJTL networks and community organizations to 

grow the game. Visit NetGeneration.com to 

learn more! 
                 

      
 
Don't miss the best tennis players in the world taking 

the court in NYC this summer, in a fast-paced format 

that's perfect for the whole family! Competing in World 

TeamTennis action, the New York Empire is the 

league's newest team, playing its home matches at 

the legendary USTA Billie Jean King National 

Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows Queens.  

 

Top American John Isner, Genie Bouchard, and 

Mardy Fish will all suit up once again for the NY 

Empire squad, as they battle for the King Trophy in the 

historic 43rd season of World TeamTennis. Rounding out 

the Empire team this season is Tatjana Maria, Dennis 

Novikov, Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez and returning 

doubles specialist Neal Skupski, Join us for a unique 

tennis experience featuring world-class tennis, specialty 

food, drinks, music and non-stop action. 
 

Use discount code CLUB18 for a 10% ticket 

discount at nyempiretennis.com.

SPOTLIGHT (Con.’t) 
Robin Davis began 

captaining because she 

wanted to play more 

USTA tennis and knew 

that other members at 

her club, Taconic 

Tennis, wanted to play 

more, also! She started 

playing about 13 years 

ago when tennis 

seemed to be gaining 

popularity in the area. 

At the time, it was 

difficult to get onto 

teams and playing time 

was limited. Over the 

next few years she 

began adding teams, 

and now captains 4 

teams, 3 of which were 

expansion teams! It’s 

fair to say that the 

interest was there! 
A main objective for 

Robin as a captain is to 

keep her players 

happy. She says when 

people are happy, they 

are more motivated 

and good results are 

generated! She says 

she feels it’s her job to 

give the team the best 

chance to win each 

time they play. 

Congratulations, 

Robin, on a job well 

done, and keep up the 

great work! 

http://www.nyempiretennis.com/


 

 

We’re So Proud Of Our Juniors Who Are 
Volunteering to Grow the Game! 
 
About The Southern Region Junior Board 

 

This group represents the first Junior Board in the Eastern section, and 

they’ve wasted no time incorporating their energy and innovation to 

grow the game! Eastern Section leadership hopes to set a precedent for 

this type of junior leadership on a broader scale. The Southern Region 

Junior Board held their first event on December 2, 2017. Players lined 

up to bring their brothers, sisters and parents to the inaugural “Family 

Day of Tennis.” Friendly – and exciting! – competition began within the 

first few minutes with siblings vying for various awards and  

prizes.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“The event was a great success and it was cool to see siblings play 

together – despite their varying levels,” said Junior Board Member, 

Rebecca Andrews. “The purpose of the creation of a Junior Board is to 

keep in touch with what our local high school students feel is important 

in terms of growing the game of tennis, and to start them volunteering 

early in life for a great cause,” said Southern Region President, Ari 

Roberts. “With their enthusiasm and knowledge of their peers, it’s a 

win-win for the game,” he said. 

 
Most recently, the Junior Board held an incredibly successful event at 

the Rye Racquet Club with over 40 participants! 

 

 
 
Events are scheduled in Westchester County for this month – check 

back on the Southern Region page on USTA.com for more information! 
 

             
 
 



 

 

Autism: A Piece of the Puzzle 
 

 
 
The vision and commitment of one person led to the start of a program 

to support and inspire young adults with autism. Each week, more than 

a dozen children with autism take the court just like their peers, and 

they love every minute of the engaging tennis drills and exercise. 

Autism: A Piece of the Puzzle started at MatchPoint Tennis in Goshen, 

New York. Its founder, Michele Arbogast, would love to see it expand to 

other facilities in the region. “As a mother of a child with autism, I 

know how important it is for the child to be engaged in the world,” she 

said. “Tennis really offers it all. It utilizes the whole body and the mind. 

Players get social interaction and yet also work on their skills 

individually. It is a perfect fit. The smiles on the faces of the players are 

simply priceless.”  

  

 
 



 

 

Southern Region on the Forefront of Sportsmanship and 
#KindTennis 

 

 
 

#KindTennis is taking off! The response to the new sportsmanship pins 

has been overwhelming. They were first introduced at last year’s 

Captain’s Night when Southern Region President, Ari Roberts, 

distributed them to captains. The pins then made their way to high 

school tournaments as well as at USTA Junior Tournaments. 

“Highlighting players in the region who play a fair match is not only 

rewarding – it’s infectious,” Roberts said. “There are so many of our 

league players who play with the highest level of sportsmanship; we 

tend to focus on the negative instead of highlighting the players that 

are a fantastic representation of the region and section.”   

 

 
        



 

 

White Plains School District Serves Up Success 
 

In 2016, White Plains Central School District (WPCSD) coaches, the 

local club, Tennis Innovators Academy (TIA), and USTA Eastern came 

to the table to talk about tennis opportunities for the students of White 

Plains.  The result of this collaboration was the creation of tennis 

programs for middle school and high school students. The invitation 

only plan consisted of (5) five week offerings of 1.5 hours per session of 

free drill and play at the TIA.  The maximum number of students per 

session was 30; creating a highly engaging session.  TIA reached 150 

middle school aged students and 70 high school tennis players.  The 

same program was offered in 2017, along with the city reinstating their 

intramural tennis program.   

New for 2017/18 school year, the (5) five elementary schools have 

participated in the same offering at TIA on Saturdays.  This program is 

open to 30 students per school; each school having a designated 5 (five) 

weeks assigned.  The interest is tremendous and many students were 

wait-listed!  Tennis interest is rapidly increasing; more students are 

coming out for the tennis teams and the TIA has gained new 

registrations. Since 2016 and the USTA School Youth Tennis Initiative 

in White Plains, we can proudly boast to have impacted over 2500 

students through PE and after-school programming. Amazing cross-

functional effort! 

 

 

            
 



 

 

Successful Adult Captains Appreciation Nights In 
 Westchester and Mid-Hudson  
 
The Westchester Captains Appreciation night took place at the 

Westchester Marriott in Tarrytown, N.Y. on March 28. The following 

USTA Eastern staff and volunteers presented on upcoming initiatives, 

goals and highlights for the season: Amy Guttman, Susan Friedlaender, 

Lauren Bull, Ali Goldman, Kelsey Roa, Ari Roberts and Peter Snell. 220 

League captains were in attendance!  

 

Highlights: 

 NY Empire/World TeamTennis partnership  

 Sportsmanship/#KindTennis 

 Rules 

 2017 National Teams 

 Upcoming local season 

 Four captains were recognized at the meeting for their 

sportsmanship and dedication: 

o Maurice Frank 

o Deanna Santora 

o Joseph Ng 

o Janice Frank 

 

The inaugural Mid-Hudson Captains Reception and Meeting took place 

at the Courtyard by Marriott in Middletown, N.Y. on Tuesday, April 10. 

More than 40 captains were in attendance to hear presentations from  

Ari Roberts, Vicky Madonna, Jenny Schnitzer, Lauren Bull and Peter 

Snell.  

 

Highlights: 

 NY Empire/World TeamTennis partnership  

 Sportsmanship/#KindTennis 

 Rules 

 2017 Sectional teams  

 Changes in National and Section rules 

 Local rule changes and the new 2.5 day league  
 


