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ROCHESTER USTA LEAGUE TENNIS 
2018 TRI-LEVEL LOCAL LEAGUE REGULATIONS 

 

All Rochester Tri-Level Leagues shall follow these regulations and the USTA Eastern Adult League 
Play Regulations as documented herein and follow “The Code.”  

 

1.  FORMAT: 
 

 Each match will consist of three doubles matches, one at each level. 

 Men’s and Women’s GOLD Teams (4.5/4.0/3.5):  1
st
 doubles: 4.5; 2

nd
 doubles: 4.0; 3

rd
 doubles: 3.5 

 Men’s and Women’s SILVER Teams (4.0/3.5/3.0):  1
st
 doubles: 4.0; 2

nd
 doubles: 3.5; 3

rd
 doubles: 3.0 

 Lower rated players are permitted to “play up” one court.  (For example:  a 4.0 may play up to 4.5 or a 3.0 

player may play up to 3.5).  Players may not play on a court below their rating.   

 Each team shall have a minimum of six (6) registered players (2 at each level). 

 Financial responsibility is upon the defaulting team if courts are cancelled.   

 

 

2.  ALL TEAM MEMBERS MUST:  
 

 Register to play on their team through TennisLink. 

 Play on no more than one tri-level team in that division.  

 Be members of USTA. 

 Have reached the age of 18 years prior or during the calendar year of the league season. 

 Player Registration closes as follows:  Gold Division-November 17, 2017 and Silver Division- March 4, 

2018. 

 

3.  THE TEAM CAPTAIN MUST: 

 

 Make sure all players are registered through TennisLink and listed on an official roster. 

 It is the captain’s responsibility to ensure that a full team is fielded for all scheduled team matches.  As 

soon as you know you will be unable to field a full team for a specific match, contact the opposing captain 

and the designated club, no later than 24 hours in advance, to cancel court(s). Your team will be 

responsible for the cost of defaulted court(s) if you do not provide sufficient notice. Recruit enough 

players and alternates necessary to field complete teams. 

 Be present at every match or assign someone in his/her place to be the acting captain. 

 Exchange lineups simultaneously, prior to starting play, and record scores of each match. 

 Both team captains are responsible for entering scores through TennisLink. 

 The home team shall provide new tennis balls.   

 Regular matches will be scheduled and played according to the league schedule as posted on Tennis Link.  

Rescheduling of play must be mutually agreed upon by both captains with the full understanding of 

financial responsibility of court fees to said club.  The responsibility to reschedule is that of the captains. 

Rescheduled date shall be submitted to the Local League Coordinator within 7 days of the scheduled 

match or a date will be assigned.  

 Complete match defaults will not be tolerated.  Captains and players will be subject to disciplinary action 
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by the Rochester Local League and the Eastern Section. (See Eastern Rules for post season play 

regulations.)  

 

4.  ADMINISTRATION:  
 

 Local League Coordinator has overriding authority in situations deemed appropriate for matches to be 

played on the court rather than scored as defaults. 

 Clerical error should not determine the outcome of a league:  Local League Coordinator has authority to 

determine how an affected match will be corrected.  

 In the cases of extenuating circumstances, the Local League Coordinator or Captains (from each team) 

may mutually agree to extend the default time beyond the 15-minute limit.  These circumstances would 

include but not limited to, extreme weather or travel conditions to include snowstorms or major street 

closings.   

 

5.  MATCH REGULATIONS: 
 

 A 10-minute warm-up, including serves, is permitted before the match begins.  

 Play must be continuous throughout the match.  Court time is limited.   

 The 15-minute default period shall begin with the scheduled starting time of the match.  Enforcing a 

default is at the captain’s discretion.   If court time and players are available to accommodate the late start, 

the match can be played. 

 An on-court problem or unsportsmanlike behavior that cannot be resolved by the players themselves can 

be handled by requesting an on-court observer from each team when they become available, stopping the 

match until that time.  The observers stationed at each end post do not intrude on the match unless asked 

for their observation of an incident, which is then treated as a ruling if both agree.  

 If, after the scorecards have been exchanged but prior to the first point of an individual  

match being played, a player becomes unable or unavailable to play; a substitution may be made using a 

roster player. 

 If 1
st
 or 2

nd
 doubles must be defaulted, the lower court is not required to play the higher-level match.  

Simply default the appropriate at level court. 

 All matches will be best of three sets, with regular scoring and a 10-point super tiebreak as a third set.  

Matches have been scheduled for 1.5 hours.  

a. Running over the 1.5-hour time limit- Captains should discuss prior to start if the courts must be 

vacated at 1.5 hours.  Players have the responsibility to complete the matches in a timely manner.  

Most time is lost during the first 15 minute of court time. Excessive time between points, games and 

sets may result is an incomplete match.   

b. If time expires and the match is not completed, refer to the “Matches not Complete” procedure.  
 

6. LEAGUE WINNERS:  
 

 The total win/loss team record determines league winners.  In case of a two-way tie, a head to head sudden 

death play-off is scheduled for the earliest possible court time.   If a three-way tie occurs, total individual 

matches won and lost will determine the two teams to compete as appears in TennisLink order.  

 If a team’s complete match default affects the outcome of the league, the Local League Coordinator will 

penalize that team’s actions to the extent that all matches played during that season will be considered null 

and void. In addition, the team captain that elicited the complete match default may not be allowed to captain 

the following season.   

 Self-rated players will not be eligible for post-season play in the Gold Division only.   

 

7.  MATCH GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES: 
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 All complaints, grievances, and appeals must be submitted in writing to the Local League Coordinator 

and the Local Grievance Chairman within 48 hours of the incident. 

 A copy of the “Eastern Grievance Complaint” available upon request.  

 The Grievance Committee shall send a copy of the letter of grievance along to the opposing team 

captain.  A final resolution to the dispute will be handled in a timely manner.  
 

 

HAVE FUN! 
 

 

Lynn Buffamonti 

USTA Eastern 

Western Region League Coordinator 

Buffamonti@eastern.usta.com 

(716) 400-2345 
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