
 

 

USTA Eastern Junior Team Tennis Section Championships 

2018 Championship Facts: 14 & 18 Divisions 
 
CHECK IN 

Check-in time is 30 minutes prior to each match at the designated tournament site; team coaches 

only to the tournament desk. Scorecards must be filled out BEFORE reporting to the tournament 

desk. All team members must be present and ready for play at time of check in. Teams will be 

assigned two courts together for the match. A representative from the team should notify the 

tournament desk when their last match is on the court or when it is imminent that a court will 

become available. This will help the tournament staff in assigning courts.  

 

The tournament desk staff will review lineups prior to the match. The responsibility is on the coach to 

make sure the doubling up is accurate on the scorecard. 

 

COACHING 

Only the designated team manager will be permitted to coach during a coaching period. All team 

managers must be 18 years or older. 

 

Coaching will be allowed during time when players change ends at the end of a game. The following 

coaching polices must be followed. Any violation of these coaching policies may result in the 

suspension of the coaching privilege and point penalties. 

 Only one person may be designated per team match as the coach of a team and must be 

identified with a credential. 

 A coach may coach the players when the players change ends at the end of a game, 

including first game, but not to delay play. 

 No coaching is allowed during a tiebreak.  

 No coaching allowed on changeovers in-between sets. 

 Coaches must remain outside of the fence. 

 Coaching should be a positive reinforcement to your player and not against the opponent.  

 

Teams with more than one team manager must designate a “head” team manager for the duration 

of the individual match. The team manager may report infractions to the referee, who shall then take 

prompt and appropriate action. The tournament director reserves the right to change or alter the 

coaching rules of a championship event.  

 

DEFAULTS 

If a team needs to default a position, it must be at singles if this will affect the fewest number of 

players. The opposing team will be given the opportunity to change the lineup in the event of a 

default. At all championships, a minimum of three boys and three girls should be available and 

eligible to compete.  

 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Electronic devices, including cell phones, are not allowed on court. 

 

FORMAT 

A match consists of a boys’ and girls’ singles match, a boys’ and girls’ doubles match and a mixed 

doubles match. The winner is determined by total games won. 

 

 



 

 

 

LEVEL OF PLAY 

USTA Junior Team Tennis uses the NTRP rating system to determine placement of eligible teams / 

individuals in proper divisions. Any player with a 3.5 or higher NTRP Junior Rating MUST play the 

advanced level. 

 

ORDER OF PLAY 

The order of play shall be at the discretion of the tournament director. We will put out the matches 

of boy’s and girls’ doubles, boys’ and girls’ singles and then mixed doubles. 

 

One boy and one girl may play in up to two (2) positions but they must play it in singles and mixed 

or doubles and mixed. 

 

All individual team members must be in the appropriate level of play. If a team is found to be out of 

level, it will continue to play in the championships. However, the team will not be eligible for any 

awards or medals. If the ineligible team were to win, then the second and third place teams will 

automatically move up to the first and second place slots. 

 

SCORING 

All matches on regulation size courts are no-ad, first to 6 game short sets. A team scores a point for 

every game won. The maximum number of points a player can win is six (6) points. The maximum 

number of points a team can win is thirty (30) points. Team matches can end in a tie.  

If a tie results, at the completion of any individual head to head round the designated 

coach/manager will name any boy and any girl who will play a 10 point (win by two) tiebreak to 

decide the round winner.  (This tie-breaker will not be counted towards the total overall game 

score).   

 No-Ad Scoring: The first team or player to win six points wins the game.  

 Set Tie-Break: If a set reaches 5-all, players must play a set tie-break. The winner is the first 

to reach seven (7) points by a margin of two (2) points. In doubles, the first server shall serve 

one point from the right side. The second server shall serve two points, starting from the left 

side and ending on the right side. The third server shall serve two points, starting on the left 

and ending on the right side. The fourth server shall then serve one point from the left side 

and then players change ends of the courts. The fourth server shall then serve one point 

from the right side. Play continues in such a manner until one team wins at least seven 

points with a two-point margin. Teams change ends of the court every six (6) points. In 

singles, the first server shall serve two points, starting on the left side and ending on the 

right side. The players continue to alternate serving two points each until one wins a 

minimum of seven points with a two-point margin. Players change ends of the court every 

six (6) points. 

 

SCORING DISPUTES 

Players must keep score and make all calls. Team managers and parents cannot interfere. If a dispute 

arises, players should attempt to settle the dispute. If unsuccessful, players should summon the 

referee to the court. 

 

 

SPORTSMANSHIP 

Good sportsmanship of players, managers, parents and spectators is mandatory at all times-on and 

off the courts. Interference by parents or spectators is absolutely no permitted. Managers are 

responsible for knowing and reviewing the spectator rules with their team and parents. Mangers are 



 

 

responsible for the behavior of their team and spectators. If spectators do not comply with the rules, 

they may be asked to leave the premises by the official. 

Communication with tournament officials or staff is allowed by the team manager only. Abusive or 

confrontational behavior from anyone toward tournament officials/tournament staff will not be 

tolerated and may result in the suspension of coaching privileges and/or point penalties.  

 

TEAM STRUCTURE 

The Section Championships will host a minimum of one (1) team per region in the following 

divisions: 14 & Under and 18 & Under, Intermediate and Advanced Divisions. 

 

Each team shall have a minimum of three (3) boys and three (3) girls who will participate in each and 

every individual team match. (Only one girl and one boy may “double up”—i.e., play one singles and 

one mixed doubles or one doubles and the mixed doubles match—for each individual team match. 

Match of said doubling is at the discretion of the tournament director) The tournament desk staff 

will review lineups prior to the match. The responsibility is on the team manager to make sure the 

doubling up is accurate on the scorecard.  

 

TIE-BREAK PROCEDURES 

In the event of a tie between two or more teams in a flight, the tie shall be broken by the first of the 

following procedures that breaks the tie: 

 

In the round robin format, the team who wins the most games is the winner. If two teams are tied, 

then the winner of their head-to-head match is the winner. 

 

If three or more teams are tied, the following steps will be used in the order listed to break ties. 

 

These steps are: 

1. Head to head results 

2. If teams remain tied, use the Stats and Standings report from TennisLink using the order 

below to break the tie: 

a. Team wins 

b. Individual wins 

c. Sets won 

If the referee has applied all the steps and a tie still cannot be broken, the referee shall use a random 

drawing among the remaining tied teams to determine their order of finish.  

 

WARM-UPS 

Warm-up is limited to ten (10) minutes, including serves. All players on the court must take warm-up 

serves prior to the beginning of play. Coaches will be asked to help monitor the warm-up time. 

There will be no practice on vacant courts when play is in progress.  

 

SUBSITUTIONS 

NO substitutions may be made in an individual match after the lineup has been presented, except 

for injury to, or illness of a player prior to the start of such match. Substitutions are line substitutions 

and the lineup shall remain the same. If the substitution is made during the warm-up the substitute 

player is entitled to a three minute warm-up.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS 

Players are required to have played a minimum of two (2) individual matches registered on 

TennisLink to qualify for the Section Championships. Teams are required to have played a minimum 

of three (3) individual matches registered on TennisLink to qualify for the Section Championships.  

No match could come from a default. A local season must, at a minimum, consist of team 

competition over a period of at least three days (a one or two day event is not sufficient). 

 

Players shall have a current USTA membership and remain age eligible through August 31 of the 

Championship Year to be eligible to advance to championships. 

 

BENCHMARKS 

As per the national regulations the benchmark for an advanced player is an NTRP of 3.5 or above. 

An NTRP Rating of a 1.0-3.4 can play intermediate. An NTRP Rating of a 3.5-7.0 must play Advanced. 

An intermediate player may choose to play in the advanced division. 

 

AWARDS 

Championship Winners 

Awards will be given to teams that finish first and second in both 14s & 18s divisions. 

 

USTA Sportsmanship Awards 

At the conclusion of the Section Championships, a boys’ and girls’ USTA Sportsmanship Award will 

be awarded from each division of play. Team managers from opposing teams recommend a girl and 

boy for every individual match; recommendations are the tallied and a recipient is chosen. 

 

T-SHIRTS & Water Bottles 

T-shirts & water bottles will be given to all individuals playing in the USTA Eastern Junior Team 

Tennis Section Championships. 

 

LOCAL AND SECTIONAL EQUIPMENT CRITERIA/REQUIREMENT  

Division Racquet Court Ball Color 

Red (8&under) Up to 23” 36’ Red (felt or foam) 

Orange (10&under) Up to 25” 60’ Orange 

Green (10&under advanced) Up to 29” 78’ Green Dot 

Yellow (12,14,18) Regulation equipment 78’ Yellow 

 

RANKING POINTS 

Ranking points are awarded per match won as follows for boys/girls singles and boys/girls doubles  

Sectional Events 

 10- Points at the intermediate level.  

 30- Points at the advanced level. 

 

 

 


