
 

 
Eastern High Performance   
& Endorsement Information  
 
Each year, USTA Eastern runs six (6) Eastern Super Six & six (6)  Eastern Empire Cup Tournaments (sometimes referred to 
as “Sectionals” or “Designated Events”) that carry both Section and National ranking points.  Each USTA Section has their 
own version of these events that are closed to members of their sections as they attempt to transition between the 
sectional and national tournament pathways.  Entry to the Eastern Super Six and Eastern Empire Cup is as follows:  
 
Eastern Super Six:  A player must be an age eligible USTA Eastern, Inc. member and a legal resident of the Eastern Section 
to play in a Super Six event. Selection is based on section standing in the age group of the event and the next youngest 
age division. Up to 3 players in 48 player draws and up to 2 Players in 32 player draws will be selected to the events from 
the next youngest age group, provided the applicants are in the top 25 of the Eastern Standing list of the next youngest 
age division; (please note this will not occur in the 12U division.)  Seeding is determined by the most current Combined 
Sectional Standings and ALL other available information regarding a player (i.e. national standing, lower age division 
standing, recent quality wins, etc.) and anything else which might assist the Rankings Chair in making a more informed 
decision.  For information on which two (2) Super Six events are National L3 events vs which four (4) are National L4’s, 
please see the current year’s Eastern Look Ahead or 12-month calendar.  
 
*Players may register for multiple age divisions, but will only be admitted to one; selection is done for the older age 
groups first – if a players is selected to an older age division they will automatically withdrawn from the younger division.  
If the player is not selected to the older division, they will only be eligible for the younger division.  Please keep this in 
mind when registering. 
 
Eastern Empire Cup:  A player must be an age eligible USTA Eastern, Inc. member and a legal resident of the Eastern 
Section to play in an Empire Cup Event; players may not find partners in other sections for these events.  Empire Cup 
events have unlimited draws, so players can sign up and play / do not need to meet specific ranking requirements to 
participate.  Players may not register for more than one age division.  Seeding is determined by the most current 
Combined Sectional Standings list (adding the rankings of both teammates together to find their ‘combined doubles rank.’ 
Ties are broken in favor of the team with the highest ranked member.)  For information on which two (2) Empire Cup 
events are National L3 events vs which four (4) are National L4’s, please see the current year’s Eastern Look Ahead or 12-
month calendar. 
 
SECTION ENDORSEMENT 
 
Entry into some national level tournaments - National Clay Courts & National Hard Court Championships, National Winter 
Championships, and National Indoors - require SECTION ENDORSEMENT.   
 

An endorsed player is an age-eligible Eastern resident, who has provided accepted proof of citizenship documents to 
the Eastern Office and has collected an “eligible win” in at least one tournament in the age division they are seeking 
endorsement within the last 12 months, and is in good standing (disciplinarily and financially) with the Section. 
 
ENDORSEMENT LISTS mirror the section standings lists (by calculating a player’s best 6 singles tournaments (2 of which 
may be national level) + 25% of their best 6 doubles tournaments (2 of which may be national level), over a 12 month 
rolling year; points travel down from older age divisions provided players have an eligible win in the younger division and 
are still age eligible.) 
 



SECTION ENDORSEMENT Specifics:  

1) A player must be a USTA Eastern, Inc. member and a legal resident of the Eastern Section (a “legal resident” is a player 
whose principal domicile lies within the boundaries of the USTA Eastern Section). In addition, he/she  must be a citizen of 
the U.S., a resident alien in possession of a valid alien registration receipt card, or an alien who has resided in the U.S. 
continuously for more than one year and is a member of a family of a person in the diplomatic or consular corps. The 
ranking chairperson may ask for proof of residency and/or verification of age. 
 
2) A player must be in good standing with the Section. Poor personal behavior, bad sportsmanship or any acts detrimental 
to the game, which could prevent endorsement selection or cause revocation include but are not limited to:  

 Late withdraws from team events, 5 or fewer days prior to the start of the event, may cost the player a spot on 
the team the following year, to be determined by the Eastern Junior Competition Committee.  

 Any player who is a no show to a team event, could cost them endorsement to any future National tournament, 
to be determined by the Eastern Junior Competition Committee.  

 Any player suspended twice or more within a 12 month period, forfeits their eligibility to appear on a Section 
endorsement into the next two (2) national tournaments. This includes any tournaments listed on the National 
Junior Tournament Schedule (NJTS) that require Section endorsement. 

 
NATIONAL TEAM EVENTS (ZONALS & INTERSECTIONALS)  
 
Zone Team Championships “Zonals”: Players must register with their section to be selected to the Zone Team 
Championships.  TEAM EASTERN registration opens in late March/early April and closes the last week in may (please see 
the Eastern 12-month tournament calendar for specific date)  No late entries are allowed, no exceptions.  Eastern will 
select the top 24 boys and 24 girls in the BG 14 & 16 divisions and 30 boys and 30 girls in the BG12 divisions to the event 
based on the endorsement list at the close of registration.  The section reserves the right to include sportsmanship and 
team compatibility when making team selections. 
 
Boys & Girls 14 & 16 Intersectionals: The top 4 boys and top 4 girls off the May Endorsement List (please see the Eastern 
12-month tournament calendar for specific date) will be invited to the event.  If openings on the team remain, the section 
will contact the players in ranking/endorsement list order inviting them to participate. The section reserves the right to 
include sportsmanship and team compatibility when making team selections. 
 
Boys & Girls 18 Intersectionals: The top 6 boys and top 6 girls off the June Endorsement List (please see the Eastern 12-
month tournament calendar for specific date) will be invited to the event.  If openings on the team remain, the section 
will contact the players in ranking/endorsement list order inviting them to participate. The section reserves the right to 
include sportsmanship and team compatibility when making team selections. 
 
 


