
 

 

Western Player Success   

Ryan Fishback, the oldest child of the Fishback Family, 

winners of the USTA Eastern Family of the Year Award 

for 2017, reached the quarterfinals at the Kalamazoo 

Boys 18’s Nationals. Perhaps even more importantly, he 

received the National Sportsmanship Award! 

 

Click here to see a great clip featuring 

Ryan: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsNhCuY0Nt
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The following Western League teams advanced to 

Nationals this year: 

 Rochester 18 & Over 9.0 Mixed, Team 

Pappalardo-Minges  

 Rochester/Buffalo 18 & Over 4.5 Women, Team 

Bogumil 

 Syracuse 55 & Over 8.0 Women, Team Metcalf 

 Buffalo 55 & Over 7.0 Men, Team Veres 

 Buffalo 65 & Over 8.0 Women, Team Abel to Win 

 

It was the first time there was an 18 & Over 9.0 Mixed 

division in Rochester and a 65 & Over division in 

Buffalo. The winners of both of these leagues are 

advancing to Nationals! 
 

USTA Eastern is so proud of the Western Region’s 

strong representation in these competitive events this 

year! 
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Congratulations to Kathy 
Banks! 

 
Western Region USTA 

League Captain Spotlight 
 
 

 
 
Kathy is thrilled that she is 
able to play with some terrific 
friends who love to compete 
as much as she does! She 
tries to play tennis after her 
kids activities wrap up to allow 
her to spend as much time as 
possible with her family. She 
became a captain because 
she likes to play as much as 
possible and wanted to 
support the game. To relax, 
Kathy enjoys being at home 
with her kids and snuggling up 
on the couch with a great 
book. Congratulations, Kathy! 
. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsNhCuY0NtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsNhCuY0NtA


 

 

In the News!  
 
The Western Region has received some incredible news coverage during the past 

few months.  

 

Be sure to visit USTA.com/Eastern and click on the “Western” tab to check out the 

latest stories, including: 

 

 Binghamton University’s Men’s Tennis Team reach extends far beyond the 

tennis courts 

 Western’s participation at the Net Generation on court demonstration at US 

Open  

 
 

'Cuse Honors Tennis Great Rosemary DeHoog 

Syracuse University celebrated longtime Drumlins Tennis Center professional 
Rosemary DeHoog by naming a court in her honor. The celebration took place on 
Friday, February 9 at Drumlins Tennis Club prior to the Syracuse University women's 
tennis match against Connecticut. For more than 41 years, DeHoog has been a friend 
of Syracuse University Tennis. 
  
DeHoog's tenure in Syracuse began in 1970 when she became a staff professional at 
Wolf Hollow Racquet Club, which is now the Drumlins Tennis Club. From 1972 through 
2004, DeHoog worked as the head tennis professional at Wolf Hollow and Drumlins. 



 

 

She also owned and operated Rosemary's Place, the tennis pro shop at Drumlins from 
1980 through 2004. DeHoog served as the Tennis Club Manager at Drumlins from 1999 
through 2003. In 2007, DeHoog was certified as a USPTA Master Professional, 
becoming the first woman in the Eastern Division and the thirteenth woman in the 
country to achieve this distinction. 
  
DeHoog was an adjunct professor at Syracuse University from 1978 through 2004, 
teaching recreational tennis to Syracuse University students. She coached at LeMoyne 
College from 2008 through 2010 where her team competed in the Northeast-10 
Conference Championship in both seasons. 

 
A leader in the community, DeHoog served as the president of Orange Plus, an 
organization supporting women's athletics at Syracuse University, from 1987 through 
1989. and in multiple leadership roles in the United States Professional Tennis 
Association (USPTA). In 1993, DeHoog was named the USPTA Professional of the 
Year and in 2012 she was inducted into the USTPA Eastern Division Hall of Fame. 
  
As a professional player, DeHoog ranked ninth nationally in 1984 and in 1988 was a 
USPTA finalist in Women's 45 Singles and a women's doubles semifinalist. 

 
A native of Muskegon, Michigan, DeHoog played tennis at Kalamazoo College. She 
was a four-time Women's Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association Singles 
champion in the first singles position. DeHoog, who earned a teaching certificate with a 
major in history in 1960, was also a member of Kappa Pi, the Trowbridge House 
Council and president of the women's recreation council and the women's league. In 
1986 she was inducted into the Kalamazoo College Athletic Hall of Fame and in 2017 
the Muskegon Area Sports Hall of Fame honored her with induction. 
 
Rosemary Luther DeHoog, 79, of DeWitt, New York passed away peacefully on October 
25 with her family by her side after a courageous battle with cancer. Rosemary was 
born on March 27, 1939 in Muskegon, MI to Edythe & Frederic Luther.  
 
Rosemary was a member of the University United Methodist Church. She was a lover of 
the arts and especially supported symphony, dance and opera wherever she went. 
Rosemary loved driving her Miata convertible "topless" and was a founding member 
and Vice President of the Midstate Miata Club of NY.  
 
Rosemary is survived by daughter Stephanie Gale of Port Townsend WA, 
granddaughters Cecilia & Ismay, son Victor DeHoog (Pamela), grandchildren Joshua & 
Olivia. She is also survived by sister Rosellen Brewer of Pacific Grove CA and brother 
Lynn Luther of Swartz Creek MI. She is remembered for her many contributions to her 
community, friends, neighborhood and church.  
 



 

 

 
Source: cuse.com/news 

 

 

Todd Miller adds his ultimate accomplishment to legendary tennis 
career 

 
Written by Charlie Garfinkel  

 
Todd Miller is a Buffalo tennis legend. 
 
The 59-year-old East Amherst resident is well-known throughout the tennis world for his 
accomplishments. Miller is one of only 49 people worldwide to have earned the career 
lifetime designation of International Master Professional from the Professional Tennis 
Registry. The PTR is the world’s largest global tennis organization with more than 
16,000 coaches in 125 countries. 
 
The International Master Professional designation is reserved for the world’s elite talent 
developers, those who have made the most outstanding contributions to the world of 
tennis over their careers, and those who have exhibited the highest degrees of ethics 
and character. 
 
Others who have earned the designation are legends such as Americans Billie Jean 
King, Arthur Ashe, Nick Saviano and Dr. Jim Loehr, and international icons Richard 
Schonborn (Germany), Leo Alonso (Argentina), Edvard Raastad (Norway), Donato 
Campagnoli (Italy) and Dennis Vander Meer (South Africa). 
Miller recently received what he considers his ultimate career achievement when his 
fellow International Master Professionals (IMP) unanimously elected him the 
organization's chairman. 
 

https://buffalonews.com/author/charlie_garfinkel/


 

 

 “Being selected chairman of this incredible group is truly an honor and privilege,” Miller 
said. “I have utmost respect for each and every one of these individuals. I must admit 
that at times it is a bit intimidating to even be in their company. Over time I have gotten 
to know everyone quite well and greatly value their opinions. To me, they possess some 
of the greatest minds the game of tennis has ever known. However, I still consider them 
great friends. My goal is to do my very best and make a world of 
difference and ultimately leave a positive mark.” 
 
Miller was elected to a three-year term along with co-vice chairmen Jack Thompson, 
from Charlotte, N.C., and Darren Lewis, a native of Melbourne, Australia. 
 
As chairman, Miller will head the executive and selection committees, which involves 
year-round attention. He also will have a major role in the organization's symposium 
events in addition to running the annual meeting, presenting a speech at the awards 
banquet and scheduling IMPs for presenter introductions. He will also be in charge of 
two presentations in which hundreds of people will attend – the IMP roundtable and 
mentoring sessions. 
 
He will head various committees to study topics that are relevant to the PTR 
and concerning the International Master Professionals. Miller will also be traveling to 
numerous international events, as well as to presentations at major tournaments that 
include Grand Slam events. 
Miller's tennis career is filled with accomplishments. 
He was the Amherst Hills Tennis Club's executive director and head tennis professional 
from 1980-2007. In 2007, Miller and his wife purchased Amherst Hills and renamed the 
facility Miller Tennis Center. 
 
He recently shed 90 pounds to return to his competitive playing weight of the 1970s and 
'80s. During that time, he established a University at Buffalo record for the highest first 
singles career win percentage at 86 percent. He was also the 1985 Buffalo City Open 
singles champion. During that time, he defeated some of Buffalo’s greatest tennis 
players, including Kevin Arias, Peter Braun, John Englander, Bill Weiss and Ken White. 
After a long competitive hiatus from playing tennis, the veteran teaching pro is back on 
the courts. 
 
"I’m hitting and playing virtually every day and I feel like a kid again," he said. 
Miller has earned the titles of USA High Performance Coach, USTA National Coach and 
PTR International Clinician. He has also been honored as Eastern Coach of the Year 
and with the New York State Professional of the Year award. In addition, he and his 
family – wife, Debbie, son Tony, and daughter Tina – were honored as the Eastern 
Tennis Family of the Year in 2005. 
 
On Dec. 7, the former Sweet Home star will be inducted into the Section VI Hall of 
Fame. Miller has also been inducted into the Greater Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame, UB 
Athletic Hall of Fame, Buffalo Tennis Hall of Fame, JCC Athletic Hall of Fame, and the 
Sweet Home Athletic and Distinguished Alumni Halls of Fame. 



 

 

 
Earlier this year, Miller Tennis Center was named the world’s top tennis facility of the 
year by the Professional Tennis Registry. Past winners included the  Mar-A-Lago and 
Polo Clubs in Florida, as well as clubs located in Germany, Italy and China. 
“It has been an enjoyable tennis journey thus far, particularly partnering with my wife 
Debbie in operating MTC and collaborating on numerous endeavors” Miller said. 
Source: BuffaloNews.com 
 

 
 

Allstate Partnership  
 
Sean Worth & Associates is a highly regarded insurance industry leader. This is a well-
established Allstate agency and proudly serves customers all over New York. With all 
kinds of local insurance advice, Sean is someone you can count on to help protect 
what’s good in your life. 
 
Get a free quote and receive a Head/Penn tennis bag! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Tennis helps reunite two CNY Navy buddies after 60 years  
 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. — In the sweltering summer heat at Sedgwick Farm Tennis Club in 
Syracuse, Sam Corso and Tom Britten work on their game. 
Corso has been playing tennis here since he got out of the Navy. 
 
"I signed up for three years, four months," Corso said. "I went to Bainbridge, Maryland 
for boot camp, then had temporary duty at Pensecola, Florida." 
Britten served too. 
 
"Hairs cut off, and all that stuff and getting the shots and everything. It was fun though," 
he said. 
 
And when Britten joined the club a month ago, something remarkable happened."He 
walks in the door, and they introduced us and he remembered my name," Corso said. 
"He remembered my name. So we started talking and he asked if I was in the Navy and 
I said 'yeah!" Britten recognized him almost immediately. "He kind of morphed into a 17 
year-old in front of my eyes, and I looked at this guy and said 'this cannot be,” Britten 
said. "I said 'were you in the Navy?' He said 'yeah but it was an awful long time ago.' I 
said 'I'll tell you the exact date. Aug. 27 1957.' He nearly fell over." Corso went home to 
get the book that had pictures of their 100-man company and the memories came 
rushing back.  

 

 
 
Source: cnycentral.com/news 


