
Playing tennis is one of the 

main passions of Wendy 

Goffin of Schenectady, who 

started playing eight  years 

ago. “I love the energy on the 

court, the people I play with 

and the lifelong friendships I 

have developed since I started 

to play,”admits Goffin. Wendy 

basically plays tennis every 

chance she can, and also captains 

six USTA Adult League teams a 

year and plays on about another 

six teams as an enthusiastic 

teammate. 

“Tennis has enhanced my life, not 

only for physical wellness, but 

mainly for the valued friendships 

I have made along the way,” said 

Goffin. “From the first lesson I 

ever took to see if I was 

interested in taking tennis up, I 

met a few special ladies who have 

become my dearest friends since 

then.  Tennis provided me with 

my closest friendships and I am 

grateful for that.” 

The Northern Region is grateful 

for Wendy’s service and applauds 

his dedication to growing the 

game.  
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There are virtually no commonalities between the sports of wrestling and tennis, 

except that they are both sports. But when the 15-LOVE executive director, Amber 

Marino, was contacted by the USTA Foundation to see if she would be interested in 

hosting a visit with one of the World Wrestling Entertainment (known by most as 

WWE) starring characters, she was caught off guard. But it soon became abundantly 

clear that Thaddeus Bullard, known as WWE Superstar Titus O'Neil, was going to 

inspire the kids 15-LOVE serves. 

 

“I had never heard of Titus O’Neil until I received the call from the USTA 

Foundation,” said Marino. “But our kids knew him and I thought it would be an 

amazing opportunity for our kids. 

It ended up being one of the most 

inspirational events, ever.” 

 

Titus, whose given name is 

Thaddeus Bullard, faced many of 

the same challenges during his 

youth that the 15-LOVE kids are 

facing. He sees tennis as the 

perfect medium for cultivating the 

positive character traits he, as a 

child, was taught and harnessed to 

overcome the adversity he 

confronted, including bullying, 

poverty and violence. 

 

“There were special people interested in helping me without the guarantee of 

anything in return, much like the people here [at 15-LOVE] are investing in you,”  

O’Neil told the children. “Let them help you. Life has been a blessing to me. Your 

time here may not prepare you for the US Open, but hopefully it will prepare you to 

live the best life you possibly can.” 

 

“Never did I expect that Titus would change our childrens’ lives the way he did,” 

said Marino. “He had this amazing ability to be with a group of kids, and just by the 

way they were sitting and listening to him, it was like he knew them for years. He 

called many of them up to stand beside him so he could speak to each child 

individually and brought them out of their shells. It was heart-warming.” 

 

15-LOVE, one of the oldest and most successful national junior tennis and learning 

(NJTL) organizations in the country, has served the Capital Region for nearly 30 

years. The late Arthur Ashe was instrumental in helping found this sports-based 

youth development program.  Ashe got his start on public tennis courts; his 

philosophy, which guides in its work, was to "use tennis to teach the game of 

life."   Over the years, 15-LOVE has evolved and grown into a robust year-round 

program, serving more than 47,000 youth and their families. For more information 

about 15-LOVE, please visit https://www.15love.org/. 

 

Wrestling With Love 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titus_O%27Neil
https://www.15love.org/
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A dedicated physical education teacher and varsity tennis coach, Geoff Leggieri, of 

Burnt Hills, N.Y., is also the founder and director of Spartan Tennis, an instructional 

tennis program that is first and foremost all about fun. 

 

A core component of Spartan Tennis programming is the USTA youth tennis program 

called Junior Team Tennis (JTT), the format of which provides individual technical 

tennis skill and strategy development within a team-centered atmosphere. 

 

“JTT is great way for our kids to improve their match play while having fun 

supporting their friends,” said Leggieri. “We formed seven JTT teams this year and many 

of my players are members of their school’s Varsity and Junior Varsity Tennis Teams. It’s 

a great way for these kids to keep playing and practicing beyond the short middle and 

high school tennis seasons.” 

 

Some of the Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake Varsity tennis players also serve as coaches in 

the Spartan Tennis summer programming. It is a great opportunity for student athletes 

to get some experience while volunteering and interacting with kids. “Our coaches are 

engaging, enthusiastic, supportive and keep it fun,” said Leggieri. “We want kids to have a great time exploring and playing the sport.” 

  

During the school year, Spartan Tennis provides interscholastic tennis training for middle school and high school players. This very 

successful program keeps school players competitive. Leggieri also uses this time to teach kids the historical principles of the sport that 

directly correlate to real life.  

 

Please visit Spartan Tennis to learn more about its camps and programs, and the opportunity to become a parent JTT volunteer. 

.  

The Spartan Way 

CONGRATULATIONS 
USTA Eastern and its Northern Region sends a heartfelt kudos to the 

2018 USTA Adult League Winners: 

 

55&Over Men: 9.0- Bologna, captained by Pat Bologna 

 

40&Over Men: 

4.5+- Brahler, captained by Bill Brahler 

4.0-   Dunn/Lee, captained by Ed Lee and Tom Dunn 

3.5-   Ieronimo, captained by Luigi Ieronimo 

3.0-   Flying Aces, captained by Michael Fluster and Bruce McBride 

 

18&Over Men: 

4.0-  Sportime 4.0, captained by Peter Green 

3.5-  Schlottner, captained by George Schlottner 

3.0-  Flying Aces, captained by Michael Fluster 

 

55&Over Women: 

9.0-  Heekin, captained by Elaine Heekin 

8.0-  Love Stinks, captained by Betty Rhodes 

 

40&Over Women: 

4.5+- Miczek, captained by Angela Miczek 

4.0-   Capital Smash, captained by Theresa Cary 

3.5-   40 Love- captained by Wendy Goffin and Shannon Gillson 

3.0-   Aces Wild, captained by Barbara Weiler and Kirsten MacTavish 

 

18&Over Women: 

4.0-   Net Assets, captained by Susan Quine-Laurilliard 

3.0-   Saratoga Slammers, captained by Mary Conboy and Pam Stiansen 

 

40&Over Mixed: 

6.0-  Raffa, captained by Jo-Anne Raffa 

 

This is a list of USTA League winning teams as of August 7, 2018. 

 

https://www.spartantennis.com/

