
George Schlottner of Delanson, 

plays tennis as much as his 

schedule allows, at least three to 

four times-a-week. While he loves 

the exercise tennis provides, 

George enjoys the competition 

and the game itself, which 

inspires him to keep practicing 

and improving as a player. Since 

starting to play league tennis in 

1998, George has played 170 

matches and has no intention of 

slowing that remarkable rate of 

play down anytime soon. 

George has spent nearly 20 years 

as a captain of multiple USTA 

League teams, as well as for the 

WTT League. His teammates say 

he was meant to play this role, as 

he has led more than 10 teams to 

the national championships. 

“Once my kids were away in 

college, I had plenty of time to 

spend on running teams as a for 

the region,” said George.  

 

The Northern Region is grateful 

for George’s service and 

dedication toward growing the 

game. 
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When you think of Cooperstown, N.Y., baseball naturally comes to mind.  But in the 

three years since its founding, Cooperstown Tennis, a USTA-funded Community 

Tennis Association, has put together a robust and innovative array of programming 

that may turn tennis into one of this community’s favorite pastime. 

 

“Our motto is ‘Tennis for All,’” said Mary-Margaret Robbins, Vice President and 

Programming Director of Cooperstown Tennis. “We continue to be amazed with how 

tennis has unified our community, bringing us closer to each other.” 

 

Cooperstown Tennis’s programming is run by 

the seasoned father/son coaching duo, Jorge and 

Sebastian Falla, who have coached and hit with 

many of the top tour players, including 

Sebastian’s brother, Alejandro. The Fallas 

oversee the 10 & Under tennis programming, 

and the USTA’s Net Generation curriculum and 

equipment has been a tremendous asset 

teaching the little ones, who for the most part 

participate in an after-school program. 

Cooperstown Tennis also offers adult programming, including Wine On The Line (for 

women) and Beer on the Bounce (for men), a fun and social clinic that is followed by 

match play. 

 

Despite being a young tennis association, Cooperstown Tennis is on the cutting edge 

in terms of adaptive tennis programming, offering an ACEing Autism program, 

which is run by more than 50 community volunteers, and a program for people with 

Down Syndrome is in the development process. This commitment to accessibility 

translates into its free 10 & Under program as well as the scholarships Cooperstown 

offers to children receiving free lunch through school. Inclusion is also a theme that 

Cooperstown Tennis lives by.  A need for its youth sports offerings have become 

increasingly apparent in Cooperstown and even Utica.   

 

“There are several sports in our towns that are popular and competitive, and kids 

start getting cut from teams in 7th and 8th grade,” said Robbins. “Tennis offers 

them a new sports outlet that helps many gain back confidence as athletes.” 

 

The primary hub of Cooperstown Tennis are the four outdoor courts of the Clarks 

Sport Center, where it offers a variety of programs for the littlest tots as well as 

adult players, and everything in between. “Clarks Sport Center has been great to 

work with,” said Robbins. “Our programs do float around because we will play 

anywhere it’s allowed, whenever we can. We make the programs as accessible as 

possible.” 

 

Visit or contact Cooperstown Tennis to learn 

more:  https://www.cooperstowntennis.org/, (607)-434-6107. 

 

 

Cooperstown Tennis Offers A New Ballgame 

https://www.cooperstowntennis.org/
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The Recruiter 
Barb Glasser of Rotterdam, New York, started playing tennis 17 years ago, a young mother at the time. A local pro was 

offering free lessons at an outdoor park, and Barb decided to give it a try. After that first lesson, she was hooked.“Those 

free lessons began my tennis life,” said Glasser. “I played when I could in the beginning, but once my kids got older, I 

focused on training and improving my game.” 

 

Barb became a highly engaged USTA League player, moving up through the ranks from a 2.5 sapling to the seasoned 3.5 

competitor that she is today. When she started playing in the USTA League in 2003, tennis was booming. But in recent 

years, there have been fewer tennis players to fill her roster. 

“We were at risk of not having a team this summer,” said Glasser.  “So I 

decided to find new players from sources that had never been tapped.” 

 

Barb worked with the Northern Local League Coordinator, Vicky Madonna, 

and one of the region’s Junior Team Tennis coordinators, to drum up interest. 

She helped develop and disseminate a flyer to promote the league play, and in 

an effort to recruit younger players, Barb decided to reach out to the local high 

school and college tennis coaches. “Many league captains and players may not 

realize that high school seniors who are on the cusp of turning 18 are terrific 

candidates for joining USTA Adult Leagues,” said Glasser. “So we sought out 

help from some local coaches.” 

 

According to data released at the USTA’s 2018 National Convention, the 

average age of its 18 & Over league player is 47. The organization and all its sections have been looking for creative 

ways to change this statistic and attract younger players to the leagues. Barb’s drive and engenuity led her to Dylan 

Davis, who thought older 18 & Under JTT tennis players might be interested in playing in the adult leagues. 

 

“Vicky, Dylan and I were looking for ways to build a pipeline for new league players,” said Glasser. “Reaching out to the 

coaches and older JTT players were avenues we’d yet to explore.” Six new players were recruited in 2018. Barb is hopeful 

that this and additional grassroots efforts will continue as they prepare for the 2019 season. To learn more about Adult 

League tennis, contact local league coordinator (LLC)  

Vicky Madonna: Madonna@eastern.usta.com..  

 

Learn to Play with All Points Tennis 

 

Since 2015, All Points Tennis has been providing its  

affordable Learn to Play programs for anyone who has the  

desire to learn, providing fun, friendly and, when desired,  

competitive tennis for players  

of all ages, at all levels.   

Offered year-round out of  

Tri-City Fitness in Latham,  

each Learn To Play consists of a  

10-week class package for  

beginners and advanced beginners.  

 

For $100, aspiring Roger Federers and Serena Williams can  

participate in 10, one-and-a-half hour clinics, with no more than 

 eight players per instructor.   And as players become more  

skilled, an 10-week Advanced Beginner program is available at  

which more specialized strategies and techniques are taught for  

$300, guaranteeing a minimum of three and no more than six  

players per instructor and court. All Points also has a Rookie  

League, for players who have outgrown their beginner status and  

want to give competitive play a shot in a very friendly  

environment. For more information or to register for your first  

10-week Learn To Play program, please visit  

https://www.allpointstennis.com/learn-to-play.html          

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
USTA Eastern and its Northern Region sends a  

Heartfelt kudos to these USTA Eastern Adult League  

Team Champions and Finalists: 

 

2018 Northern Section Champions 
18&Over Women 3.5: 40 LOVE,  

captained by Wendy Goffin. 

40&Over Women 3.5:  40 LOVE,  

captained by Wendy Goffin and Shannon Gillson. 

65&Over Women 6.0:  Team Kelly, 

captained by Cindy Kelly 

 
2018 Northern Section Finalists 

18&Over Women 2.5:  SPORTIME,  

captained by Sarah Sharpe 

65&Over Women 7.0:  Team Kelly,  

captained by Linda Dygert and Cindy Kelly. 

55&Over Women 9.0:  Team Heekin,  

captained by Elaine Heekin. 

55&Over Men 7.0:  Team Schlottner,  

captained by George Schlottner. 

55&Over Men 6.0:  Team Koh,  

captained by Phil Danaher and George Koh. 

 

 

https://www.allpointstennis.com/learn-to-play.html

