« Pack your racquet bag (or pack the day before): Take a spare racquet in case something happens to yours such as breaking
a string. You cannot go off court to get another one. Other things to include: Water jug, snacks, sunscreen, hat, change of
clothes if it is hot, towel for the court, extra contact lens in case of emergency, extra grip tape, extra vibration dampener, wet
cooling towel for hot days etc...

» Report to the tournament desk when you arrive. You should arrive 30 minutes ahead of time at your site location (or as sug-
gested otherwise by the tournament director). This will allow you time to get acquainted with the tournament site, go to the
restroom etc...

« Once checked in, stay near the tourney desk so they don't have to search for you to get your match on. Go to the restroom
before you are put on the court.

- Expect delays: The time your match is scheduled is an estimate. It is hard to schedule matches at an exact time like at a soccer
or softball game due to the unknown length of a tennis match.

« Make sure when entering the court you know the format (i.e., number of sets you are playing, if you are playing ad scoring or
no-ad scoring etc...). Most tournaments will play a 10 point match tie break instead of a full third set, for example.

« 10U Tournaments have consistent formats in terms of sets. You play 2 out of 3 sets to 4 games (instead of to 6) with no ad scor-
ing and a 7 point tiebreak for the 3rd set. The number of matches and design of pool play depends on the number of partici-
pants but is pre-set by the USTA.

« Be agood sport! It is VERY important players exhibit their best sportsmanship regardless of the situation. In the long run,
people will not remember how you did in the match in the future but they will remember how you treated them.

« Make sure you call the score out before each point when you are serving and hear the score from your opponent when they are
serving. This will help prevent scoring issues.

- If you have issues during your match such as a scoring dispute or line call troubles, try to resolve those first nicely with your
opponent. If problems persist, you may call over a roving official or ask the tournament director your options. Hopefully, you
will not have any trouble.

« A friendly reminder: Parents and fans are not allowed to talk to the players or enter the court during your match. Therefore,
please do not enlist the help of them to help resolve a scoring dispute or get coaching.

« Players are allowed to receive coaching typically between the 2nd and 3rd sets. This could be coaching from a parent or a
coach.

- After the match, shake hands with your opponent at the net.

» Then, be sure to take the balls back (typically the winner takes the balls) to the tournament desk. Both players should report
your score and find out the time of your next match. Some tournaments will have consolation matches so please double check
the tournament format and know if the consolation exists and the format. It is your responsibility to know the time and location
of your next match. Sometimes the consolation format will differ from the main draw.

« If you need to leave the site to go eat between matches, make sure it is ok with the tournament director or know exact time
you need to be back. You can get defaulted if you are very late. There is a point penalty system where you can lose points if
you are a few minutes late, too.

+ When you are done with the tournament, thank the tournament director...tournaments take a great deal of time and planning.
You also might want to check the tournament site later to make sure your scores are in accurately.




