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Dear   Dr.   Robert   Lombardi   and   Jennifer   Grassel:  
 
As   the   National   Governing   Body   of   tennis,   we   at   the   United   States   Tennis   Association   —   like   so   many   other   sports  
organizations   —   have   closely   monitored   and   witnessed   the   impact   of   COVID-19   on   our   game   and   our   community.  
We   see   clearly   the   difficult   situations   that   our   local   and   state   decision-makers   are   in   when   it   comes   to   sporting  
events,   youth   sports   and   everything   in   between.   The   decisions   around   high   school   sports   and   co-curricular  
activities   are   up   there   at   the   top.  
 
We   write   today,   respectfully,   simply   to   communicate   some   of   the   key   learnings   we   have   uncovered   in   recent  
months,   and   to   showcase   the   safe,   healthy   opportunities   that   tennis   offers   to   so   many   in   the   community.   We   also  
want   to   show   why   we   believe   the   PIAA     should   consider   holding   the   tennis   season   this   September.  
 
In   a   time   of   social   distancing,   tennis   is   a   true   social/physical   distancing   sport.   Players   have   the   opportunity   to   play  
the   game   without   ever   coming   within   six   feet   of   any   other   individual.   At   the   same   time,   there   is   no   shared  
equipment,   meaning   the   risk   of   spreading   germs   is   absolutely   minimal   —   if   not   completely   absent.   
 
Earlier   this   year,   the   USTA   developed   “Playing   Tennis   Safely”   guidelines   for   tennis   players   and   facilities.   These  
guidelines   were   developed   with   the   USTA   Medical   Advisory   Group,   which   is   chaired   by   Dr.   Brian   Hainline,   who   also  
serves   as   Chief   Medical   Officer   of   the   NCAA.   The   USTA   guidelines   suggest   ways    players    and    facilities    can   best  
operate   safely   and,   in   recent   months,   these   guidelines   have   been   widely   accepted   and   utilized   by   players   across   the  
country.  
 
The   benefits   of   physical   activity   and   exercise   for   our   youth   are   clear,   and   we   believe   tennis   provides   the   perfect  
opportunity   for   a   safe   and   healthy   activity.   On   top   of   the   physical   health   aspects   of   tennis,   the   game   provides   a  
terrific   mental   release   and   the   chance   to   compete   as   a   team   while   staying   physically   distant.   As   young  
student-athletes   battle   the   unique   challenges   of   COVID-19,   tennis   is   a   potential   outlet   that   can   bring   some  
normalcy   back   to   their   lives.   It’s   a   chance   to   get   back   to   their   teams,   their   friends   and   their   activities   —   all   while  
staying   safe.   We   hope   we   can   all   get   back   to   activities   like   this   soon.  
 
As   the   USTA,   we   have   successfully   been   organizing   and   running   tennis   events   for   several   months   now   —   without  
any   reported   illnesses   being   reported.   There   are   a   handful   of   sports   that   are   outstanding   for   social   distancing,   and  
we’ve   seen   in   recent   months   that   tennis   is   one   of   those   sports.   It’s   benefits   are   too   good   to   ignore,   and   we   hope  
you   consider   finding   a   way   for   our   young   athletes   to   get   back   to   the   courts   as   soon   as   possible.   
 
All   of   us   at   the   USTA   applaud   your   efforts   and   your   work   in   keeping   your   citizens   safe.   We   strongly   believe   that  
tennis   will   be   an   important,   enjoyable   tool   as   we   work   toward   safely   reopening   our   society.   We   welcome   any  
opportunity   to   discuss   this   with   you   further   or   provide   any   additional   information.   
 
Sincerely,   
 

Ben   Zislis  
Executive   Director   |   United   States   Tennis   Association  
Middle   States  
PO   Box   987,   Valley   Forge,   PA   19482  
484.302.0749   |    zislis@ms.usta.com  

Wilson   Pipkin  
President   |   United   States   Tennis   Association  
Middle   States  
PO   Box   987,   Valley   Forge,   PA   19482  
717.471.8286   | wpipkin@hempfieldrec.com  
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