
  

 
 
 

Dear Governor Murphy: 
 
As the National Governing Body for the sport of tennis, the United States Tennis Association has recently 
developed “Playing Tennis Safely” guidelines for use by tennis players and facilities.  These guidelines were 
developed in close conjunction with the USTA Medical Advisory Group, which is chaired by USTA Board Member 
Dr. Brian Hainline, who also serves as Chief Medical Officer of the NCAA and oversaw the rollout of their Core 
Principles of Resocialization of Collegiate Sport.  The tennis guidelines conform to the national guidelines within 
“Opening Up America Again”.  As New Jersey begins to phase in activities in a safe and healthy manner, the USTA 
guidelines instruct both players and facilities on best practices for returning safely to playing tennis. 
 
We strongly believe that tennis is the perfect “social-distancing” sport as we all begin the slow return to a new 
normal on the heels of this pandemic.  Tennis provides precisely the kind of physical, mental and social stimulation 
that we all are craving, and can provide these benefits in a safe and healthy manner when these guidelines are 
followed in conjunction with federal and local guidelines. 
 
The “Playing Tennis Safely” guidelines have also been provided to the entire tennis industry so that our sport is 
educated and prepared to take all necessary precautions to protect our many tennis players, coaches, organizers 
and facility owners once restrictions are lifted.  When they are, we encourage you to consider allowing players to 
return to tennis courts in public parks and in tennis facilities as you begin developing your “Phase One” plans for 
your state and local communities. 
 
In addition to establishing these safety guidelines, the USTA has also developed Facility Recovery Grants to assist 
facilities as they prioritize safety in their reopening preparations. Facilities can use these grants to purchase 
personal protective equipment, sanitizing equipment, no-touch technology and other tennis-specific items that will 
help keep their employees and consumers safe upon the resumption of business.   These funds will begin to be 
dispersed in May. 
 
We all know that this is an unprecedented time, bringing with it a host of unprecedented challenges. All of us at 
the USTA applaud your efforts and your good work in keeping your citizens safe. We do strongly believe that the 
sport of tennis can be an important—and enjoyable—tool to utilize as we all work toward reopening our society 
safely. 
 
Sincerely,    

  
  
  
 

Amber Marino    Jennifer Schnitzer 
President, USTA Eastern   Executive Director, USTA Eastern 
 

 

   

Wilson Pipkin    Ben Zislis 

President, USTA Middle States  Executive Director, USTA Middle States 
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