
Dear Governor Wolf:

On behalf of the United States Tennis Association, thank you for reopening outdoor tennis courts in the state 
of Pennsylvania. We appreciate your recognition that tennis is a safe “social-distancing” activity that all of us in 
Pennsylvania can enjoy as we look toward a new normal on the heels of this pandemic. 

We now respectfully ask that you consider allowing indoor tennis facilities to open across the state. 

We do not believe lawmakers and key decision makers have had all of the proper information when considering 
allowing indoor tennis facilities to open. A few important features of indoor tennis facilities: 

	 1.	Powerful	ventilation	systems,	creating	healthy	air	flow.
 2. Separate entry/exit points for players to safely distance. 
	 3.	Staffing	at	all	hours	of	operation,	meaning	player	activity	can	be	monitored,	and	sanitizing
 efforts can be completed frequently.
 4. Digital handling of court reservations and payments, creating a contactless experience.   

Indoor facilities can make the necessary adjustments to their operating procedures to follow safety standards set in 
Pennsylvania. Meanwhile, the United States Tennis Association has developed “Playing Tennis Safely” guidelines 
aimed at players and businesses. The USTA guidelines were developed in conjunction with the USTA Medical 
Advisory	Committee,	which	is	chaired	by	Dr.	Brian	Hainline,	who	also	serves	as	Chief	Medical	Officer	of	the	NCAA.	
These USTA guidelines instruct both players and facilities on best practices for returning safely to playing tennis. 

In addition to establishing these safety guidelines, the USTA recently developed Facility Recovery Grants to assist 
facilities	as	they	prioritize	safety	in	their	reopening	preparations.	Facilities	are	using	these	grants	to	purchase	
personal	protective	equipment,	sanitizing	equipment,	no-touch	technology	and	tennis-specific	items	that	will	help	
keep their employees and consumers safe upon the resumption of business. 

Tennis	provides	a	wealth	of	physical	and	mental	health	benefits	that	will	be	so	necessary	for	your	constituents	
in the coming months, and we want everyone to have easy access to play opportunities in safe environments. 
A typical tennis match can greatly improve cardiovascular health, which is essential for lowering the risk of heart 
disease, heart attack or stroke. In particular, tennis increases both your oxygen intake and heart rate while you 
play.	It	also	helps	to	improve	blood	supply	and	flow.	Equally	as	important	in	these	psychologically	strenuous	times,	
the sport can boost mood and strengthen mental health. 

We strongly believe, and hope we have shown, that indoor tennis can be played safely during the COVID-19 
pandemic. We are so thankful that you have permitted the reopening of outdoor courts across the state. All of us at 
the	USTA	appreciate	the	difficult	position	that	you	are	in.	We	look	forward	to	working	with	you	more	in	the	future.

Sincerely,

Wilson Pipkin
President, USTA Middle States

Ben Zislis
Executive	Director,	USTA	Middle	States

https://www.usta.com/en/home/stay-current/national/usta-statement-on-safety-of-playing-tennis-during-the-covid-19-v.html
https://www.usta.com/en/home/stay-current/national/playing-tennis-safely--facility-and-programming-recommendations.html

