
 
 

 

 

 

Coaches Corner l January 2020 

As you know, effective January 1st, 2021 the Junior Tournament Pathway will be updated to unify all sections under a 

nationwide system.  As of January 1st, 2020, The New England section has started a gradual transition to implement some 

of the changes and ensure our families and players are prepared. What advice would you give families and players when 

planning a schedule during the 2020 USTA NE transition year, in preparation for 2021? 

Jeff Bearup:  
2020 will be a transition year for New England junior players. Families and players will notice a few changes immediately 
and should adapt their planning accordingly: 
 
1. a player ranking will be adjusted to reflect the new point system effective January 1, 2020. 
2. the shift in the tournament levels (2019 L6 event will now be represented in the L5 space starting 2020). 
3. 20% of a player's points will count up to the next age group. 
 
These changes are all part of the National Junior Tournament Pathway for 2021. Like many other sections, USTA New 
England has adopted what we can so that our players will be aware and properly positioned to maximize their events 
when the entire system shift for all 17 sections 2021.  
 
Dave Colby:  
The USTA is implementing these changes to the Tournament Pathway to allow access for more cross-section competition 
to become more easily achieved, this uniformity will have plenty of residual benefits. The new structure will also ensure 
that players will get multiple matches at every tournament which everyone agrees is good. 
 
Kelly Day: 
I would suggest the families be prepared for things to feel a little unsettled in the beginning.  The changes that are coming 
may seem a little confusing but as the providers learn more about the changes (hopefully prepared to answer the millions 
of questions that will be coming their way) their questions will be answered.  This is being done to make things easier for 
the future.  Like with anything change takes a little time.  Be patient, we are all on the same team with this. 
 
John Defilippo: 
The main advice is to discuss with your program coaches or your primary coach setting up a schedule that gives you the 
player the best opportunities to compete at the highest level they can achieve.  
 
Francisco Montoya:  
The main advice that I have for the families is to make sure that we give the transition time to run its course because at 
the beginning, it might appear confusing and a little advantageous to other sections who have more players, but as we all 
become more familiar with the new system, it should become an easier way to navigate the ranking system for those 
players that have national level aspirations. 
 
Christen Zawatsky: 
Parents and Players need to be patience and trust the new change. Although change is always hard, this system is going to 
make it much easier for players and parents to understand which tournament pathway to follow.  


