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Event: 2020 Eastern MA USTA League Captains’ Meeting Minutes 
Date: Feb 26 Marriott Woburn Courtyard (66) and Feb 27 SSYMCA Hanover MA (30) 
Time: 7:00 pm- 9:00 pm 
 
Eastern MA USTA League Directory 
General email:   ema-league@newengland.usta.com 

Viola Schutter:   ema-women@newengland.usta.com  Cell: 978-807-3262 

Donna Shea:       ema-men@newengland.usta.com       Cell: 781-630-1553 

ema-mixed@newengland.usta.com  

Lance Andersen:  lance@luckydogtennis.com 

EMA St. League Committee Chair  

Eastern MA State Association USTA League web page:  https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/ 

 
The structure and responsibilities of the Eastern MA State League Committee: (St LC) 
Provide governance for USTA League in Eastern MA and Cape Cod & Islands 
Chairperson appointed by USTA EMA State Association President. 
Members appointed by USTA EMA State Association Board in conjunction with the St LC chair 
Primary Responsibilities: 

• Growth 

• Program Development 

• Foster Communication 

• Participate in Section-Level Committees 
 
2019 National Teams: 
Eastern Mass had 26 teams advance to the 2019 Nationals.  A team can place between 1-17 and they are in 

the top percentages of their NTRP level and age group compared to all the other teams in the country. A 

special congratulations to the Cape Cod team from Willy’s Adult 65 & Over 7.0 (placed 1st) and the EMA team 

from Cedardale Mixed 40 & Over 6.0 (placed 4th).  EMA 2019 National teams can be found at 

https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/ 

 
NEW for 2020: 

 

Electronic Team Commitment Form:  The Team Commitment template is now a JotForm and no team 
deposit is required.  After the captains meeting, the 2019 captains and anyone that expressed interest in 
forming a team will receive the link for the Team Commitment Form and information with directions to where to 
get the team materials.  Once the Team Commitment form is received, a team number will be emailed to the 
captain. 
EMA Team Commitment Form 
 
Resources: https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/ 

1. EMA provides a spreadsheet with the contact information of players who are looking for a team.  Captains 
and clubs can access this link by clicking here: 

Men Looking for a Team 
Women Looking for a Team 
Notify the league coordinator if you find a player who is added to your roster. 

2. The EZ Reference Guide is a tool that all players should have with them when going on the court if teams 

need guidance. 

3. USTA League Championship Calendar 

4. EMA Local Calendar (coming) 

 

 

mailto:ema-women@newengland.usta.com
mailto:ema-men@newengland.usta.com
mailto:ema-mixed@newengland.usta.com
https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/
https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/
https://form.jotform.com/92238569122157
https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/
https://1drv.ms/x/s!AvbPSkSzyqIAgdBZBEQQ6WGBjTEjEQ
https://1drv.ms/x/s!AvbPSkSzyqIAgpMiHUTvVzgKRsXjdQ
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Mixed 55 & Over:  Mixed 55 & Over will be offered for the 2nd year.  A survey was emailed to all players age 

55 & Over to determine interest in participating in the league, and day and month preference for when the 

season will be played. The survey is open until March 31.  Click here if you are interested is playing in this 

league: Mixed 55 & Over League Survey 

 

Facebook Group:  EMA now has a Facebook Group and the current EMA Facebook Page has been deleted.  

To join the FB group, search USTA League Eastern MA https://www.facebook.com/groups/USTALeagueEMA/ 

 

Update Your Profile on TennisLink:  All captain’s contact information can be found under the Captain’s 

Report.  Captain should review their profile on TennisLink.  Common corrections include home phone numbers 

that no longer exists and old email addresses.  This action will facilitate better league communications. Please 

share the instructions with your players so they can update their personal information.   

To update the profile login to your Tennis Link account and on your home page on the top right-hand side 

above "My Quick Links" click on Manage Account an update your personal information.    

 

EMA Timeline:  Includes all league timelines including the date for the Team Commitment submission, in level 

requirements 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5 and 4.5+ (8 players in level), and the New England Championship Calendar.  

https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/ 

 

Extra Time and No Extra Time Match Ending Regulation: EMA Regulations state that the allotted time for a 

match is 1 ½ hrs.  If teams have additional time, they can ask their opponent if they want to play the match out.  

If teams are not in agreement, then EMA Local Regulation 3.9 stands.   

What is the difference between Extra Time vs No Extra time? EMA Regulation 3.11.17 & Chart (pg. 10). 

All matches are played until time runs out (1 1/2 hrs.).  Once the time expires either A or B will be used: 

A) “Club with Extra Time” play a 5-point tiebreak if sets are split to play another 5-point tiebreak to decide the 

match.   

B) “Club with No Extra Time” play a deciding point for the set and if they split to play another deciding point for 

the match.  

Note: if a club informs the visiting team that the club rule is to play the match until completion, all players must 

agree, otherwise the EMA Local USTA League Regulations will apply.  

 

Tips for preparing your team for Championships: 
When captains are recruiting players, it is important to let them know the Championship dates so your players 

can commit if the team advances to the next level of competition. Planning up front avoids disappointed 

players at the end of the season that would like to move on and cannot due to the lack of committed players to 

field a team at the championships. 

Second place teams are not automatically invited in the event a first-place team does not accept an invitation.  

The inclusion of a 2nd place or wild card team depends on the needs of the championship schedule.  

National USTA League Regulation Changes: National USTA League Resources  
 
1.04A - 1 singles and 3 doubles format for Adult 40 & Over National Championships 
The match format for all NTRP levels for EMA local league to Nationals is 1 Singles and 3 Doubles 
 
1.04E(3) - Players must turn 18 years of age to participate in the USTA League Program  
An 18-year-old is eligible to play the day he turns 18 years old. 
   
 

https://form.jotform.com/200603940670044
https://www.facebook.com/groups/USTALeagueEMA/
https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/
https://www.usta.com/en/home/play/adult-tennis/programs/national/usta-league-resources.html
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2.03A(4) Self-rated and appealed players must play at least 4 matches with no defaults to qualify for 
National Championships  
Self-rated and appealed players must play at least 4 matches with no defaults to qualify for Nationals.  Two of 
the 4 matches can be played at the local level and in conjunction with NE Championships or all (4) matches 
can be played at the local level. 
   
Specific changes for plus (+) leagues can be found in the USTA League Regulations 2.01A(1) (Nat’l 
Regulations) 
 

 
EMA Local USTA League Regulations: 
2.3.3: Players must register before playing a match 
Players must register on TennisLink prior to playing in a match.  It is recommended that captains print the 

scorecard, they will be able to see the players that have registered for the team and the ones that have not.  

The player registration is $23.00 per player and the match fee is $18.00 per player per match. 

3.1: Once you receive notice that your schedule is published, review it with your club and your players to 
ensure there are no conflicts. Confirm receipt with the league coordinator within 3 days (72hrs) and notify the 
league coordinator if there are any errors or changes.  This is very important since we rely on the clubs and 
captains to let us know of any conflicts right away so that necessary changes can be made to the schedule. 
 
3.2 & 3.3: Any changes to the schedule or court surfaces must be communicated no later than 48 hrs. prior 
to 12 noon of the scheduled match date. 
 
3.10: Coaching is not allowed which includes talking, signals, gestures, interactions with or comments by or 
to any other person other than players on your court. 
 
3.11.6: Interruption of a match before it is completed when caused by the host club.  
The home team will lose the match. 
 
3.13: One captain enters scores and the other captain must confirm scores 
Either captain can enter the scores. This step is very important to catch errors in score entry which can include 
scores and player’s names.  Notify your league coordinator immediately for steps to handle the corrections. 
 
3.13.3: Entering scores if not enough positions are played for a valid match 
A valid match consists of enough positions to “win” the match.  For 5 and 4 court matches, 3 positions must be 
played, for 3 court matches 2 positions must be played. 
Can an invalid match be entered with 2 positions played, 2 defaults and a double default? yes 

Can a match be entered with 5 defaults?  yes 
Can a match be entered with 3 positions played and 2 defaults?  yes 
Can a match be entered with 2 positions played and 3 defaults? yes 
A match cannot be entered with 5 double defaults. no 
  
The scenarios above illustrate how a match can be entered.  It does NOT mean a match is a valid match.  In 
the event positions are remaining to be played, contact the league coordinator and notify her of the remaining 
positions and the date they will be played. 
 
3.15.1: Make Up matches for holidays and rescheduled matches (weather, court conflicts) & make up 
matches – plan ahead for matches that must be rescheduled 
When the schedule is published the captains know already which match/matches that need to be rescheduled 
due to a holiday.  The captains must contact one other to find a new date to play the match.  Not all positions 
have to be played at the same time. Notify the league coordinator of any match schedule date changes. 
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3.15.3: 2 parts:  
A) Notification of the opposing captain and the club must be made 48 hrs. prior to 12 noon of the scheduled 
match date  
B) If a position(s) is defaulted within the 48 hrs. prior to 12 noon of the scheduled match date the defaulting 
team is liable for the court fee and for paying at the time of the match. 
 
3.15.4: Failure to pay will render the team ineligible to compete in the current league season, USTA League 
Championships, if applicable and subsequent seasons, until the outstanding amount is paid. 
 
3.15.10: Home team provides 3 dates for reschedule.  Involve the league coordinator if teams are unable to 
come to an agreement.  The league coordinator will make the final date and location decision. 
 
Captain Reminders & Club Interaction: 

• Home Captain must confirm your home courts with the club and opposing captain at least 3 or 5 days 

(preferred) before the scheduled match date. 

• If you know a match is going to be re-scheduled well in advance, let the club know as soon as possible.  

Do not wait until the last minute. 

• Cancellations must be communicated with the club and opposing captain no later than 48 hrs. prior to 12 
noon of the scheduled match date, otherwise the cost of any defaults will be the responsibility of the 
defaulting team. 

 

Q & As: 

Q1: Will there be a daytime league? 
A:  The drawback is that players cannot play during the day and evening for the same league and level.  The 
League is looking into non advancing day time league options. 
 

Q2: How is defaulting a position/match handled? 

 A: Captain must contact the club and the other captain 48 hours prior to noon of the day of match.  If not 48 

hours prior to noon, then the defaulting team is responsible for court fees to the club.  The League is not 

holding money in escrow this year.  Captains should collect and hold their own funds to pay these fees 

throughout the season.  Team deposits will not be collected by the league.  

Q3: What happens in a last-minute default? EMA Regulation 3.15.3 
 A: Defaulting captain is responsible for court fee and must pay the club.  A suggestion is for captains to collect 

a kitty from their players to cover court costs in the event of a default.   
 The League Coordinator will email reminders on how to handle defaults at the beginning and throughout the 

season.  Captains are responsible for reading the EMA Local USTA League Regulation. Refer to 3.15 

Q4: Do you have information Mixed 55 & Over League? 
 A:  A survey was sent out regarding months/days for this league.  Responses are due by March 31, 2020. 

Refer to Mixed 55 & Over comments in the general report (above). 
 

Q5: Where can we find league forms? 

A: All forms are on the EMA League website  https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/  
 

Q6: Do mixed ratings influence adult league ratings? 

A: If a player plays Adult Leagues and Mixed Leagues the results from the Mixed Leagues are not calculated in 

the Adult rating.  A Mixed Exclusive rating is generated if a player only plays mixed. If a player plays in both 

Mixed League (ex: 5 matches) and Adult League (ex: 2 or fewer matches) then the adult matches will not be 

https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/
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counted towards the Mixed Exclusive rating or a previous valid “C” (computer) rating.  In order to generate a 

Year End rating 3 matches must be played, and a “C” rating is valid for 3 years. 

Q7: Why was the Adult 40 & Over 4.5+ match format changed? 
 A:  National Regulations were voted in for 2020 to change the team format to 1S and 3D.  Eastern MA sent a 

survey to the 4.5+ captains and feedback indicated that it was difficult to field 2 singles positions and teams 
preferred to align with the National Regulation.    
 

Q8: Do grievances cost money to file? 

A:  There is no fee to file a grievance based on Regulation and unsportsmanlike conduct.  An NTRP Grievance 

costs $50 to file.  

Q9: What if a team must reschedule multiple positions? 
A:   Contact the league coordinator with the dates when the matches will be played 
 

Q10: What rules and regulations apply to league play? 

 A: EMA Local USTA League Regulations, New England USTA League Section Regulations, National USTA 

League Regulations, and Friend of the Court. In this order. Refer to EMA Regulations 1.2  

Q11: What are the nights of play for 2020 leagues? 
A: The EMA League postcard is found on  https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/ 

               Adult 18 & Over, 40 & Over and 55 & Over Match Chart  

                           (M-Men W-Women) 

League Type Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

18 & Over 3.0M/4.0M/5.0+M   3.5M/4.5M 3.0W/4.0W/5.0+W 2.5W/3.5W/4.5W 

40 & Over 3.0W/4.0W 3.5W/4.5+W 3.0M/4.0M 3.5M/4.5+M 

55 & Over 7.0W/7.0M  6.0W,6.0M/8.0W/8.0M     

     
                     Matches played between 6:30 PM & 10:00 PM  

              
Q12: Can anything be done about clubs with multiple teams playing on the same night creating conflicts and 
club that have contract time extending into the beginning of the league season? 
A: Annually the league works with the clubs, but it is very difficult to interfere with club business. This is an 
ongoing conversation while looking for solutions.      
 

Q13: What about clubs with contract time conflicts to USTA matches? EMA Regulation 3.1 

 A: 3.1. Once a schedule is published it is the captain’s responsibility to confirm the match dates and times with 

their home facility and their players.  Within three days (72 hours) of the schedule publication, the league 

coordinator must be notified of any schedule changes.   

Q14: How do we get our team number?  

A: After you submit your Team Commitment form, a team number will be emailed to you with instruction for 
your players to register and a link to the Find a Player spreadsheet.  EMA Team Commitment Form 
 
 
Q15: When can a player turning 40 & Over register for the 40 & Over league? 
A: 1.04E(3) Age.  Players must be 18 years of age prior to participating in the USTA League program. Each 
player over the age of 18 shall have reached the required minimum age prior to or during the calendar year in 
which such player participates in his or her first local league. 

https://www.usta.com/newengland/emaleague/
https://form.jotform.com/92238569122157

