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BOARD RESOLUTIONS 

August 15, 2018 
 

 
DATE COMMITTEE ACTION 
5/10/2018 ADULT LEAGE 

COMMITTEE 
• To adopt the 2019 League Calendar as presented.  (See Attachment A included at the 

end of this report) 

Discussion:  The Adult League Committee agreed to keep the 2019 calendar the same as the 
2018 calendar.  All felt that providing players with consistency for 2 years was important to 
growing leagues and will provide trends for considering future change. In addition, the 18 -39 
league will continue its 2nd season in the first quarter of the year.      

The staff requested administrative oversight to adjust specific dates to maintain smooth league 
operations and to accommodate National deadlines.   

The motion passed 8-0. 

• RULE 2.01C(3)  

2.01C(3) Match Scoring and Formats 

CURRENT RULE- 

(NorCal LLAR) Third Set or Match Tiebreak 

The home team decides whether to play a full third set or a match tiebreak and must notify the 
opponent at the beginning of the match. 
 
(NorCal LLAR) Mandatory Third Set Tiebreak A third set match tiebreak is mandatory under 
the following conditions: 

when mandated by the host facility 

when an individual match starts play with 2 hours or less of available court time 

All DAYTIME LEAGUE matches 

REVISION- 

(NorCal LLAR) Third Set or Match Tiebreak 

The home team decides whether to play a full third set or a match tiebreak and must notify the 
opponent at the beginning of the match. 

 
(NorCal LLAR) Mandatory Third Set Tiebreak A third set match tiebreak is mandatory under 
the following conditions: 

when mandated by the host facility 
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when an individual match starts play with 2 hours or less of available court time 

All DAYTIME LEAGUE matches (Daytime, Adult 65, Adult 70) 

All matches using any type of split start format [see rule 2.00B (5)] 

Rationale: 

Reduces likelihood of incomplete matches on weeknights 

Eases pressure on crowded facilities 

Including more open court time for recreational players 

Consistent everywhere at all times all the way through national championships 

Consistent with ULR recommendation in rule 2.01C(3) 

The motion passed 4-3-1. 

6/11/2018 ADULT 
TOURNAMENT 
COMMITTEE 

1. Self-Rate Grievance Fee Rule for Adult Tournaments 

It was brought to the Committee’s attention that the fee for filing a self-rate grievance for adult 
tournaments is $25 and for leagues is $50.  To be consistent with leagues, whose committee also 
reviews the tournament self-rate grievances, it was proposed that the fee for filing each tournament 
self-rate grievance be increased to $50.00. 

After discussion, on a motion duly made and seconded, the Committee approved the following 
resolution:  

RESOLVED, that effective immediately, the USTA NorCal Adult Tournament Rules be amended as 
follows (new language is underlined): 

 NTRP Self-Rate Grievance. 

ii. Grievance Form.  The following information is required: 

• name of person filing grievance; 

• name of person whom the grievance is being filed against; 

• specific and tangible information regarding the player's tennis history and information that 
substantiates the claim that the player has misrepresented his or her skill level by self-rating 
too low; 

• person filing grievance must specifically ask the USTA NorCal office to forward the grievance to 
player. 

There is a $5025.00 fee for filing each Self Rate Grievance. This fee will be returned if the 
grievance is upheld. The fee should be submitted by check made payable to USTA NorCal, at 
the time the grievance is filed. Failure to comply with these instructions may result in 
grievance being dismissed. 
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The motion was approved by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions. 

Rationale: Increasing the self-rate grievance fee to $50 would be consistent with what the leagues 
charge for self-rate grievances.  The leagues committee also currently helps review the tournament 
self-rate grievances.  

2. NTRP National Championships 

NorCal Selection Process for the 2019 NTRP National Championships 

The ATC reviewed the criteria used for the NTRP National Championships.  It was brought to the 
Committee’s attention that some clarifications needed to be made to the selection process such as 
what would happen if players have the same ranking or how doubles teams are selected.   

After discussion, on a motion duly made and seconded, the Committee approved the following 
resolution:  

RESOLVED, that effective immediately, the selection criteria for the 2019 NTRP National 
Championships be approved as follows (new language is underlined): 

Selection Criteria for 2019 NTRP National Championships: 

 The champion and finalist of the NTRP Grand Prix in the division they played. If a player or doubles 
team qualifies for both the 18 and over and the 50 and over events, the player/doubles team will be 
able to decide which tournament they would like to compete in.   

 Spots not filled by a USTA NorCal Grand Prix champion or finalist will be determined using the USTA 
NorCal Final Ranking list.  Should a tie exist in determining the endorsed positions for the NTRP 
National Championship tournaments, the following criteria will be used, in order, until the tie is 
broken: head-to-head matches won; most tournaments played; most matches played; coin toss. 

 After using the USTA NorCal Final Ranking list, any remaining spots will be determined by the Adult 
Tournament Committee. 

* Doubles selections for the NTRP National Championships are team based.  If there is a player that 
qualifies as a team with one partner for the NTRP National Championships 18+ and qualifies as a 
team with a different partner for the NTRP National Championships 50+, the player may play in 
both tournaments. 

The motion was approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions. 

Rationale: The added language clarifies what to do should a tie exist in determining the endorsed 
positions for the NTRP National Championships.  It also clarifies that doubles selections for the NTRP 
National Championships are team based and that if there is a player that qualifies as a team with 
one partner for the NTRP National Championships 18+ and qualifies as a team with a different 
partner for the NTRP National Championships 50+, the player may play in both tournaments. 

4/9/2018 ADULT 
TOURNAMENT 
COMMITTEE 

Challenger Pre-Qualifying Tournaments 

The ATC was presented with a plan for USTA NorCal to work with the Pro-Circuit Challenger 
tournaments in Northern California to host a pre-qualifying tournament before the Pro-Circuit 
Challenger tournament in which the winner of the pre-qualifying tournament would receive a wild 
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card into the qualifying draw of the Pro-Circuit Challenger.  The Committee reviewed the plan which 
includes USTA NorCal giving financial support for the prequalifying tournament which would include 
$5,000 in prize money and $2,000 to be used for tournament expenses.  The plan also specifies 
that the pre-qualifying tournament would be singles only and have a minimum draw size of 64.  It 
is also states in the plan that if the prequalifying tournament has is a limited draw size that 
selections would be based on Universal Tennis Rating (UTR) and that 75% of the players selected 
must be NorCal residents.   

The Committee discussed the plan and the benefits of having a pre-qualifying tournament with prize 
money for the Pro-Circuit Challengers in the section.  Some of the benefits includes providing a 
pathway for juniors and adults and providing them with an opportunity for competitive play.  It also 
gives the opportunity to college and millennials to earn prize money.   

After discussion, on a motion duly made and seconded, the Committee approved the following 
resolution:  

RESOLVED, that effective immediately, the Committee hereby approves the Challenger Pre-
Qualifying Tournament Plan attached at the end of this report as Attachment B. 

The motion was approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions. 

Rationale: By working with the Pro-Circuit Challengers to host a prequalifying tournament,  NorCal 
would be providing a pathway for juniors, adults, including current and former college players, 
teaching tennis pros and many others the opportunity to play high level tennis in NorCal and to 
reduce the amount of travel and expenses it takes to play comparable tournaments. Many of our 
juniors have reached high national rankings in the 12’s and 14’s, but we have a drop in 16’s and 
18’s. In addition in keeping with the USTA direction of trying to keep the 18-39 year old players in 
the game this might be incentive to achieve that. Also, in a new mandate from the USTA, the 
Challenger tournaments will have to offer housing to all main draw participants. This added financial 
requirement could add between $25,000-$50,000 to their expenses. Finally years ago Pre-
Qualifying tournaments were very successful in NorCal and we would like to bring this back with the 
reward of a coveted wild card spot and financial incentives to the players and tournament directors 
to hold this type of tournament. 

Financial impact to NorCal: $49,000. This amount is derived if all seven NorCal Challenger 
tournament directors all offered to host a Pre-Qualifying tournament. A smaller amount of money 
would be generated through per player fees by having these tournaments added to the NorCal Adult 
tournament schedule. 

4/9/2018 ADULT 
TOURNAMENT 
COMMITTEE 

1. 2018 Adult Grand Prix 

B. Minimum Tournament Requirement  

The minimum tournament requirement to qualify for the Grand Prix was also discussed.  
Currently, the minimum tournament requirement to qualify for the Senior and Open Grand Prix 
is one tournament.  The minimum tournament requirement to qualify for the NTRP Grand Prix 
ranges between one and six tournaments depending on the division a player is trying to qualify 
for.  It was proposed to the Committee to standardized one minimum number requirement and 
to base the selection on the Grand Prix Point Race ranking list which is the ranking list that is 
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currently used for Grand Prix selections. 

After discussion, on a motion duly made and seconded, the Committee approved the following 
resolution:  

RESOLVED, that effective immediately, players wishing to qualify for the Adult Grand Prix will 
be required to compete in at least one sanctioned tournament in their respective division during 
the Grand Prix season. 

The motion was approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions. 

Rationale: By standardizing the minimum tournament requirement to qualify for the Adult Grand 
Prix to one sanctioned tournament, the minimum tournament requirement will now be the same 
for NTRP, Senior and Open divisions.  This will also allow more players to be able to play in the 
Grand Prix if the draws to not fill.   

2. Rules for the 2018 Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament 

The ATC were presented with Rules for the 2018 Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament on June 22-
24, 2018.  The Committee was reminded that the Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament was 
previously hosted by the Adult Leagues department under League rules.  It was explained to the 
Committee that because the Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament is going to be hosted under 
Adult Tournaments there needs to be rules for the 2018 Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament so 
there would be clarity on which rules would be used.  The Committee was informed that the 
2018 Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament rules that were presented to the Committee had 
previously been reviewed by a number of people including some league staff.  

After discussion, on a motion duly made and seconded, the Committee approved the following 
resolution:  

RESOLVED, that effective immediately, the Committee hereby approves the 2018 Tri-Level 
Mixed Team Tournament Rules attached as Exhibit B (see Attachment 1). 

The motion was approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions. 

Rationale: The 2018 Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament Rules are based on current League Rules 
and Adult Tournament Rules.  Having published rules for the 2018 Tri-Level Mixed Team 
Tournament will help everyone to know what the rules are for the tournament.  This is the first 
Team Tournament that the USTA NorCal Adult Tournament Committee will be hosting and there 
are not currently rules regarding team tournaments in the USTA NorCal Adult Tournament Rules.   

3. Player of the Year Awards Criteria 

The Committee discussed the current Player of the Year Awards Criteria and discussed adding 
verbiage to clarify how the Player of the Year awards will be presented for the doubles divisions.  
It was note that historically, the Player of the Year Awards have been presented to the doubles 
team and is based off of the team doubles ranking list.    

After discussion, on a motion duly made and seconded, the Committee approved the following 
resolution:  

RESOLVED, that effective immediately, the Player of the Year Awards Criteria be amended as 
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follows (new language is underlined): 

Award Description Eligibility Criteria Process 

NTRP Singles Player of the 
Year: 
NTRP Doubles Team of the 
Year: 
Awarded annually in each NTRP 
division to player with the most 
ranking points earned in the 
division during the Grand Prix 
season. 

 Recipient must be current USTA member and residing in 
Northern California. 

 Players must qualify for the Grand Prix except that players 
must play at least two tournaments during the Grand Prix 
season 

 Recipient cannot have been serving all or part of a 3 month or 
more probation or suspension within the last 12 months 

 Based on team doubles for all doubles divisions 

Objective 
determination 
made by staff 
following a 
review of the 
players and 
eligibility 
criteria. 

Senior Singles Player of the 
Year: 
Senior Doubles Team of the 
Year: 
Awarded annually in each NTRP 
division to player with the most 
ranking points earned in the 
division during the Grand Prix 
season. 

 Recipient must be current USTA member residing in Northern 
California. 

 Players must play a minimum of two tournaments during the 
season 

 Recipient cannot have been serving all or part of a 3-month or 
more probation or suspension within the last 12 months 

 Based on team doubles for all doubles divisions 

Objective 
determination 
made by staff 
following a 
review of the 
players and 
eligibility 
criteria. 

Open Singles Player of the 
Year: 
Open Doubles Team of Year: 
Awarded annually in each NTRP 
division to player with the most 
ranking points earned in the 
division during the Grand Prix 
season. 

 Recipient must be current USTA member residing in Northern 
California. 

 Players must play a minimum of two tournaments during the 
season 

 Recipient cannot have been serving all or part of a 3-month or 
more probation or suspension within the last 12 months 

 Based on team doubles for all doubles divisions 

Objective 
determination 
made by staff 
following a 
review of the 
players and 
eligibility 
criteria. 

Family Player Doubles Team of 
the Year: 
Awarded annually in each Family 
division (mother/son, 
mother/daughter, father/son, 
father/daughter, husband/wife) to 
player with the most ranking points 
earned in the division during the 
Grand Prix season. 

 Recipient must be current USTA member residing in Northern 
California. 

 Players must play a minimum of two tournaments during the 
season 

 Recipient cannot have been serving all or part of a 3-month or 
more probation or suspension within the last 12 months 

 Based on team doubles 

Objective 
determination 
made by staff 
following a 
review of the 
players and 
eligibility 
criteria. 

*** The Adult Tournament Committee reserves the right to not select a recipient in any given 
category in any given year.  
 
The motion was approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions. 
 
Rationale: The Player of the Year Awards has been historically presented to the doubles team.  
Having this language in the Player of the Year Award criteria will now clarify that the Player of the 
Year Award for doubles divisions will be awarded to the doubles team of the year.   

2/5/2018 ADULT 
TOURNAMENT 
COMMITTEE 

1. 2018 Men’s Open Tournaments to Count towards the National Top 500 List 

Recommendations for the Men’s Open tournaments were presented.  It was noted that these 
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tournaments would count toward the National Top 500 List, and also that each section is allowed 
to submit up to 4 Men’s and 4 Women’s Open Tournaments for such purpose. 

After discussion, on a motion duly made and seconded, the Committee approved the following 
resolution:  

RESOLVED, that the following 2018 Men’s Open Tournaments will be submitted to National to 
count in the National Top 500 ranking list. 

2018 Men’s Tournaments 

1. Moraga Country Club Open (Aug. 7-12) 
2. L.D. Micro open (Jun. 7-10) 
3. $3500 2018 Mountain View Open (May 19-21;25-28) 
4. Los Gatos Men's Open (Apr. 7-8; 14-15) 

The motion was approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions 

Rationale:  The four 2018 Men’s Open Tournaments selected to count towards the National Top 
500 List was selected based on number of entries and the quality of the draw for division in the 
tournament.  By having four NorCal Men’s Open Tournaments count toward the National Top 
500 List gives NorCal players a chance of being on the National Top 500 List and possibly gives 
them opportunities to play in higher level tournaments.     

2. Rule Changes 

A. Limited Draw Rule  

It was brought to the Committee’s attention that staff has received a number of concerns 
regarding the selection process for adult open limited draw tournaments.  The current 
rule allows the tournament committee to select 25% of the players while the rest would 
be determined by lot.  Some players, tournament directors, and referees have recently 
expressed concern regarding this rule and recommended that selections be done by 
Universal Tennis Rating.   

RESOLVED: that, effective January 1, 2019, the Adult Tournament Limited Draw 
Tournaments rule be amended as follows (new language is underlined): 

6. Limited Draw Tournaments.   

a. NTRP Gold Cup Series Tournaments and NTRP Tournaments of the Year. In a limited 
draw, NTRP Tournaments of the Year and NTRP Gold Cup Series Tournaments 
players/teams shall be selected as follows: 
 25% of the draw shall be selected using the most recently published Grand Prix 

Points Race List of the division in the order the players are listed; 
 25% of the draw may be selected at the discretion of the Tournament Committee; 

and 
 the remaining 50%, and if there are any remaining spots not selected by rank or 

at the discretion of the Tournament Committee, shall be selected by lot. 
b. Doubles and Mixed Doubles teams will be selected based their combined ranking 
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using the most recently published Individual Doubles Grand Prix Points Race List for 
the division of the event. 

c. All other NTRP and Age Group tournaments. In all other NTRP and age group limited 
draw Adult Tournaments, the Tournament Committee may select up to 25% of the 
players/teams for each draw at their own discretion. All other players/teams for each 
draw shall be selected by lot.   

d. All Open Tournaments.  The Tournament Committee may select up to 25% of the 
players/teams for each event at their own discretion.  All other players/teams for 
each draw shall be selected using the most recent Universal Tennis Ratings weekly 
average. If a weekly average rating is not available, the player’s daily rating shall be 
used.  Doubles teams shall be selected using the combination of both players UTR 
doubles rating.  For example, if partner A’s UTR is 12 and partner B’s UTR is 11, the 
team of A & B would have a combined rating of 23.   

The motion was approved by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, and 1 abstention 

Rationale:  By selecting players using Universal Tennis Ratings for limited draw adult open 
tournaments players would be selected by their level of play instead of being selected 
randomly.  This would also allow for more level based play and having stronger draws.  
Allowing the Tournament Committee to select up to 25% of the players/teams would allow 
for the Tournament Committee to select some players that they may want to give a spot to 
in the tournament but who do not make the cutoff based on their Universal Tennis Rating.   

Players who do not have a high enough Universal Tennis Rating to be selected would still have types 
of tournaments that they could play where they could work on their Universal Tennis Rating.  Junior 
players would have the different types of junior tournaments.  Adult tournament players would have 
NTRP tournaments and adult age division tournaments. 

5/16/2018 BOARD Mr. Hom noted that the Committee decisions were provided in the meeting material and 
reconfirmed how decisions can be challenged. 

2/21/2018 BOARD Mr. Hom noted that the Committee decisions were provided in the meeting material.  Mr. Hausrath 
noted that since the Sanction and Scheduling Committee were exempt from decisioning process 
and that the Board would need to approve the junior and adult tournaments the Committee 
approved at its January 10, 2018 meeting.  Thereafter, on motion made by Ms. Costamagna and 
seconded by Ms. Campbell, the Board approved the tournaments with a vote of 14 in favor, 0 
opposed and 3 abstentions. 

4/24/2018 BUDGET & 
FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

Financial impact consideration of the April 09, 2018  
Adult Tournament Committee decision 

The topic for consideration was whether or not to support the use of reserves to cover the costs 
of the new challenger pre‐qualifying tournaments in 2018 ($7,000 per tournament with a total of 
7 tournaments for a grand total of $49,000). This plan was recently approved by the Adult 
Tournament Committee on April 09, 2018. The Budget & Finance Committee decision will be 
placed in front of the Board during the May 16, 2018 Board meeting. The addition of these 
tournaments to the NorCal Adult tournament schedule would generate player fees to offset a 
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small portion of the costs. 

The  Budget  &  Finance  Committee  conducted  significant  discussion  and  inquiries 
surrounding the financial standing of USTA Northern California and future budgets. 

A motion was duly made and seconded to support the Adult Tournament Committee decision 
and approve the use of reserve funds.  The future financial impact of these challenger 
pre‐qualifying tournaments would be reevaluated during each subsequent annual budget 
preparation. The motion unanimously passed 4‐0. 

5/7/2018 DIVERSITY 
COMMITTEE 

• The following motion was duly made and seconded:  RESOLVED, to select Hillary Phu as the 
Michael Chang college scholarship recipient.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 in favor, 
0 opposed and 0 abstentions. 

• The following motion was duly made and seconded:  RESOLVED, to select Sarah Bahsoun as the 
Arthur Ashe college scholarship recipient.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 in favor, 0 
opposed and 0 abstentions. 

• The following motion was duly made and seconded:  RESOLVED, to select Marianna Herrera as 
the Pancho Gonzalez college scholarship recipient.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 in 
favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions. 

• The following motion was duly made and seconded:  RESOLVED, to select Cienna Clark as the 
Althea Gibson college scholarship recipient.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 in favor, 0 
opposed and 0 abstentions. 

 

4/9/2018 JUNIOR 
COUNCIL 

1. UTR Championship Round Robin and UTR Open Round Robin Proposal:  Passed 5-0-0 

RESOLVED:  That, effective January 1, 2019, USTA NorCal Junior Tournament Rule 7 be 
amended as follows (underlined language is proposed to be added, stricken-through language is 
proposed to be deleted): 

7. Entry Deadlines. 
A. Entry Deadlines for Sectional Championships, Excellence Tournaments, 

Championship Tournaments, and UTR Open Round Robins. The entry deadline for 
Sectional Championships, Excellence Tournaments, Championship Tournaments, and UTR 
Open Round Robins, is 11:59 pm (one minute before midnight) two Monday’s before the 
start date of the tournament. 

B. Entry Deadline for Super Series. The entry deadline Super Series is 11:59 pm (one 
minute before midnight) three Mondays before the start date of the tournament. 

C. Entry Deadlines for UTR Championship Round Robins. 
i. UTR Championship Round Robins Held Concurrent With Super Series.  The 

entry deadline for UTR Championship Round Robins held concurrent with Super Series 
is 11:59 pm (one minute before midnight) two Mondays before the start date of the 
tournament. 

ii. UTR Championship Round Robins Held Concurrent With UTR Open Round 
Robins.  The entry deadline entry deadline for UTR Championship Round Robins held 
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concurrent with UTR Open Round Robins is 11:59 pm (one minute before midnight) 
three Mondays before the start date of the tournament. 

D. Entry Deadlines for Open Tournaments and Challenger Tournaments.  The entry 
deadline for UTR Round Robins, Open Tournaments, and Challenger Tournaments is 
11:59 pm (one minute before midnight) six days prior to the start date of the 
tournament.  For example, if a tournament starts on a Saturday, the entry deadline is 
11:59 pm the previous Sunday. 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That, effective January 1, 2019, USTA NorCal Junior Tournament Rule 
11.G. be amended as follows (underlined language is proposed to be added, stricken-through 
language is proposed to be deleted): 

11. Junior Tournament Descriptions 

G. UTR Round Robins. UTR Round Robins are ratings-based tournaments that group players 
with similar ability into 4-player round robins.  Tournaments are intended for intermediate 
and advanced players.  UTR Round Robins will take place over a 2-day sanction period.  All 
events use a yellow ball on a 78’ court and a player’s racquet may not exceed 29” in length. 
i. Eligibility.  [unchanged] 
ii. Two Types of UTR Round Robins - Overview.  Beginning January 1, 2019, there are 

two types of UTR Round Robins, UTR Championship Round Robins and UTR Open Round 
Robins, as follows: 
a. UTR Championship Round Robins.  UTR Championship Round Robins award the 

higher level of points per round (the same number of points as UTR Round Robins in 
2018).  When held concurrent with a Super Series, they have an unlimited draw 
size.  When held concurrent with UTR Open Round Robins, they have a limited draw 
size. 

b. UTR Open Round Robins.  UTR Open Round Robins award a lower level of points 
per win (slightly lower than UTR Round Robins in 2018).  They are held concurrent 
with UTR Championship Round Robins and have an unlimited draw size. 

iii. Draw Type. 
a. Draw Size .  There is no maximum or minimum draw size (although a maximum 

draw size can be set by the Tournament Committee), except that the total number 
of accepted players must be divisible by 4. 

b. Round Robin Singles Draw Format.  All singles draws will be 4-player round 
robin draws providing players 3 singles matches. 

iv. Draw Sizes. 
a. UTR Championship Round Robins. 

(1) When Concurrent with Super Series. The minimum draw size for each UTR 
Championship Round Robin held concurrent with a Super Series is 128.  The 
maximum draw size will be determined by the Tournament Committee.  The 
total number of accepted players per division must be divisible by 4 

(2) When Concurrent with UTR Open Round Robin. The maximum draw size 
for each UTR Championship Round Robin held concurrent with a UTR Open 
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Round Robin is 64 boys and 64 girls, and the total number of accepted players 
per division must be divisible by 4. 

b. UTR Open Round Robins.  The minimum draw size for each UTR Open Round Robin is 
128.  The maximum draw size will be determined by the Tournament Committee.  The 
total number of accepted players per division must be divisible by 4 

iiiv. Player Selection and Flighting.  [unchanged] 
vi. Player Selection Publication Requirement.  Selection lists will be published no later 

than the Friday following the Monday entry deadline.  In the event of a delay, the 
publication date will be published to the tournament website. 

ivii. Doubles Required.  [unchanged] 
viii. Match and Scoring Formats.  [unchanged] 
vix. Entry Fee. [unchanged] 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That, effective January 1, 2019, USTA NorCal Junior Points Per Round 
Ranking Rules be amended to award points for the UTR Championship Round Robins and UTR 
Open Round Robins as follows: 
 
 The Rules will be amended to change all references to UTR Round Robin to UTR 

Championship Round Robin; and 
 The points for winning a match in a UTR Open Round Robin will be 50 points per match. 

Rationale: Using the same concept in place when Super Series and UTR Round Robins (UTR 
RRs) are sanctioned on a weekend, this proposal creates a 2-tiered ratings based offering on 
the weekends NorCal previously had stand-alone UTR RRs:  a limited draw UTR RR (64 boys 
and 64 girls) and a 2nd event using the same UTR RR format that closes entries one week 
later, has an unlimited draw, and awards fewer points per win.  Council believes this proposal 
will address several challenges that have resulted from the popularity of the ratings-based 
tournaments: 

• Perception of Turning People Away; Administrative Burden on Organizers.  On weekends when 
stand-alone UTR RRs are held, 2-3 are sanctioned.  Some sites, particularly those where NorCal 
has population centers, have to limit draws.  The other events in the segment can typically 
accommodate more players, but not after a significant number are often turned away.  This 
creates the perception of access problems and also creates administrative problems for the 
tournament able to accept more players. 

The staggered closing date of the Super Series/UTR RRs give those not accepted into a Super 
Series the option to play a UTR RR in a way that permits them to enter by a later deadline.  
This provides players with another event to play and organizers the ability to accept them as 
timely entries.  Adding a 2nd event on the stand alone UTR RR weekends will allow for this to 
happen during all ratings-based segments.  Additionally, this proposal sets a clearer 
expectation on the number of players that will be playing on a ratings-based weekend by 
setting a minimum number of entries that the lower level tournament must accept. If approved 
Council will also be recommending a guideline on the number of tournaments to sanction as 
follows: 
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- Higher Level: 128 total players (64 boys/64 girls) 
- Lower Level: 256 to 384 players (128-192 boys/128-192 girls) 

The new structure will allow for between 384 and 512 to be competing in ratings based 
tournaments each ratings weekend. 

• Sanctioning Bias.  When UTR RRs were first introduced, there was a natural sanctioning bias 
toward organizations with access to more courts to accommodate the potential for the 
unlimited-draw UTR RRs.  Their proven popularity among players in the inaugural year lead to 
re-sanctioning many events to organizers that could accept the most players.  In subsequent 
years, sanctions were awarded to a broader number of organizations, with the goal of 
expanding the opportunity to host these high-demand events.  Conversely a new natural 
sanctioning bias began towards these new organizations and away from those that had taken 
the risk in the first year to transform our structure. 

The 2-tier approach gives Organizers of various court availability the opportunity to bid for 
ratings-based tournaments.  Organizers with access to more courts can bid on the UTR 
Championship RRs when they are against a Super Series and the UTR Open RRs when they are 
against the UTR Championship RRs.  Conversely, the limited-draw tournaments are more 
appropriate for Organizations with access to fewer courts - a single gender can be run on 9 
courts. 

• Ranking Point Inequities.  Although research has not indicated that players are getting ranking 
point bumps from UTR RRs that result in out of level players being accepted into our 32-player 
Excellence, 32-player Championships, and Super Series, players with ratings, for example, of 
UTR 8 and UTR 1 earning the same number of ranking points per win in a UTR RR is not logical 
in a PPR system that is designed to award greater points in events that are populated with 
stronger players.  For example, the higher-level 32-player Excellence Draw that also counts for 
National Ranking is awarding more points per win than a 32-player Championship Draw. 

Creating a 2nd tier of ratings-based round robin with lower points per win (but still above an 
Open Level tournament) will alleviate some of these inequities. 

2. Championship Dominant Duo Proposal: Passed 5-0-0 

RESOLVED:  That, effective January 1, 2019, USTA NorCal Junior Tournament Rule 11.H. be 
amended to create a new Championship Dominant Duo format as follows (underlined language 
is proposed to be added, stricken-through language is proposed to be deleted): 

11. Junior Tournament Descriptions 
H. Championship Tournaments. 

i. Youth Progression Eligibility - Players Aged 12 Years and Younger.  
[unchanged] 

ii. Match and Scoring Formats.  Regular scoring will be used. 
a. 12 Divisions - Traditional Singles and Doubles Tournaments 

• Singles: best of 3 tiebreak sets with a 10-Point Match Tiebreak in lieu of the 3rd 
set  
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• Doubles: 8-game pro set 
b. 18, 16, and 14 Divisions - Traditional Singles and Doubles Tournaments 

• Main Draw Singles (including 3rd place playoff): best of 3 tiebreak sets 
• Consolation Singles (including playoff matches for 5th, 6th, and 8th place): best 

of 3 tiebreak sets with a 10-Point Match Tiebreak in lieu of the 3rd set 
• Doubles: 8-game pro set 

c. Dominant Duo Format 
• Singles: best of 3 tiebreak sets with a 10-Point Match Tiebreak in lieu of the 3rd 

set  
• Doubles: one 6-game set 

iii. Championship Singles-Only Tournaments. [unchanged] 
iv. Championship Singles & Doubles Tournaments. [unchanged] 
v. Championship Dominant Duo Tournaments. 

a. Sanction Period.  Championship Dominant Duo Tournaments will be held over a 
2-day sanction period. 

b. Tournament Description.  Sixteen 2-player teams will be selected for each 
division as described below and will compete in a 16-team compass draw.  Each 
Team Match consists of 1 doubles match followed by 2 singles matches.  The 
team that wins 2 out of the 3 matches wins the Team Match and advances in the 
draw. 

c. Team Entry Required.  Only players that are entered as a doubles team at the 
time of the entry deadline will be considered for selection.  Players may enter 
prior to the deadline without a partner, but notice to the Tournament Committee 
by email from both players is required to be considered entered as a team.  The 
Tournament Committee will use its best efforts to assist players in finding 
partners; however forming a team buy the entry deadline is the responsibility of 
the players. 

d. Selection Process.  Championship Dominant Duo Tournaments will select teams 
in the order of the combined ranking of both Team Members using the most 
recently published Combined Sectional Final Ranking List of the division.  For 
example, if Team Member A holds the #1 ranking and Team Member B holds the 
#10 standing, Team A&B has the combined ranking of 11.  A team with a 
combined ranking greater than 11 is selected after Team A&B.  If there is a tie, 
the team with the member that has the highest singles ranking will be selected 
first. 

If one team member does not have a ranking in the division, for the purposes 
of calculating the combined ranking, the unranked team member will be assigned 
a rank that is equivalent to one lower than the lowest ranked player on the Final 
Ranking List.  For example, if Team Member C holds the #1 ranking, Team 
Member D does not have a ranking, and the Ranking List for the event has a total 
of 100 players on the list, Team Member D is assigned a ranking of 101 and Team 
C&D have a combined ranking of 102. 
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All teams not selected will be placed on an Alternate List that will ordered 
using the same method of selecting teams into the tournament described in 
above.  Late Entries will be placed at the bottom of the list in the order received.  
Late Entries received at the same time will be ordered by lot.  The Alternate List 
will be used to replace withdrawing teams, except that a Late Entry may not be 
accepted into the draw if it invalidates the seeding. 

e. Player Selection Publication Requirement. The selection lists will be published 
no later than the Friday following the Monday entry deadline. 

f. Seeding.  The teams will be seeded using the same method and list used to 
select teams into the tournament described above. 

g. Entry Fee. The entry fee will be $65 per player. 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That in 2019 Championship Dominant Duo Tournaments will be pilots 
with significant oversight from USTA NorCal staff and may be run by USTA NorCal staff.  
Depending on court availability, Dominant Duo Tournaments may not be held in all age 
divisions.  The priority for holding the tournaments will be in the following division order: BG16, 
BG14, BG12, BG18. 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That, effective January 1, 2019, USTA NorCal Junior Points Per Round 
Ranking Rules be amended to award 83 points for each win at a Championship Dominant Duo. 

Rationale: This proposal introduces the Championship Dominant Duo - a team format that has 
proven successful on the national calendar.  In this format, 16 2-player teams participate in a 
compass format.  Each team match consists of a doubles match followed by 2 singles matches. 
The team that wins 2 out of the 3 matches wins the team match and advances in the compass 
draw.  If the draw is full, it guarantees each player four singles and four doubles matches over a 
two-day period. This format does not require coaches. 

Council believes the Championship Dominant Duo will provide team play in an innovative and 
proven 2-day format at the local level, and in a way that promotes doubles play.  The proposal 
rolls out the new format in 2019 in a manner that gives NorCal control over administration and 
because of the court demand (16 courts for 2 divisions as compared to 9 courts for 2 divisions 
for the existing tournament), it prioritizes the divisions that are sanctioned in 2019.  The 
strategy is to ensure its success in the first year and provide a model to broaden its use in 
future years. 

3. 2019 NorCal Junior Tournament Calendar: Passed 5-0-0 

RESOLVED:  That the 2019 NorCal Junior Tournament Calendar be approved as attached as 
Exhibit A (appears at the end of this report as Attachment 2) 

Rationale: The following changes have been proposed for the 2019 NorCal Junior Tournament 
Schedule: 

A. Timing of October Excellence & Fall Sectionals (Any changes have a * in the week column) 
• Moves the Excellence #4 from Weeks 41/42 to 45/46. 
• Moves Fall Singles Sectionals from Weeks 43/44 to 41/42 
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These adjustments place the higher national ranking tournament (Sectionals) on a weekend 
that permits it to count for selection into the National Indoors and moves both tournaments 
off of two collegiate test weekends (SAT/ACT).  Additionally, it opens up the weekend 
nearest Halloween for the Annual Herb Cup, the traditional date block this tournament has 
occupied in the past, which allows for a costume-themed event. 

B. Changes to Championships (Any changes have a * in the week column) 
• Eliminates three 48-draw SG/DB tournaments (Weeks 11/12, 15/16 and 48/49) 
• With the elimination of the Week 11/12 Championship, assigns the Doubles Event that 

Counts for National Level 4 Ranking to the summer Week 30. 
• Changes the 48-draw SG/DB held Weeks 4/5 to a one-weekend Singles-Only 

Championship held Week 5 - 32 players per division that ends on a Monday that is a 
school day (similar to the October Championship on Week 40). 

• Changes the 48-draw SG/DB held Weeks 18/19 to a one-weekend Championship 
Dominant Duo 

These adjustments open up several weekends in the calendar for rest and camps, create a 
space for the new Championship Dominant Duo format, and allows for a doubles event held 
at the Summer Championship to count for National ranking, eliminating the concern over 
this event being held as part of Excellence during a time when bad weather is more likely. 

C. Changes to Super Series and UTR Round Robins - (Any changes have a * in the week 
column) 
• Moves Super Series/UTR Championship RR from Week 13 to Week 9, effectively adding a 

Super Series to Week 9 because in 2018 a stand alone UTR Round Robin was held. 
• Adds a UTR Championship RR and a UTR Open RR to Week 12 (previously the 2nd 

weekend of a Championship). 
• Adds a UTR Championship RR and a UTR Open RR to Week 16 (previously the 2nd 

weekend of a Championship). 
• Stand-alone UTR Round Robin on Week 29 changed to UTR Championship RR and UTR 

Open RR. 
• Moves the Super Series/UTR Championship RR from Week 46 to Week 48. 

These adjustments create the two-tiered UTR tournaments and also move tournaments in a 
way that Council believes will best serve the players. 

4. 2019 Entry Fees: Passed 3-0-0* 

* The 2 tournament directors that serve on Junior Council recused themselves from voting on 
this resolution. 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2019, the entry fees for the tournaments listed below be 
increased as set forth in Column D: 

COLUMN A COLUMN B COLUMN C COLUMN D 
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Tournament Type Current 
Entry Fee 

Fee  
Increase New Fee 

Championship: 3-Day SG Only $55 
(base fee for 

4-Day SG & DB) 
$10 

$65 
(base fee when 
4-Day SG & DB) Championship: 4-Day SG & DB 

UTR Open & Championship RRs (2-Days) $60 base fee $10 $70 base fee 

Super Series (2-Days) $60 $10 $70 

Excellence 

$60 base fee 
4-Day SG & DB $15 $75 base fee 

(3-Day SG/DB 
4-Day SG/DB 

5-Day SG Only) 
$65 base fee 

5-Day SG & DB $10 

Sectionals: 5-Day June SG & DB $70 base fee $15 $85 base fee 

Sectionals: 4-Day Fall SG Only $60 base fee $15 $75 base fee 

Sectionals: 2-Day Fall DB Only $35 per player/ 
$70 per team $10 $45 per player/ 

$80 per team 

NorCal Masters $30 $10 $40 

Rationale: Council determined it was appropriate to increase entry fees for certain tournaments 
that have the fees set in the USTA Junior Tournament Rules to offset the increasing cost of 
running tournaments that include: 
 per-court site fees; 
 custodial fees at sites; 
 officiating. 
 tennis balls. 

If approved by the NorCal Board, this will be the first increase the last adjustment implemented 
at the beginning of 2014.  Additionally, it should be noted that no increase to fees was 
implemented at the beginning of 2018 when the NorCal Board increased the officials 
requirements. 

Note to Board:  The fee for the new Championship Dominant Duo is not included in the table of 
approved fees above because the fee for this tournament (also $65) is included in the resolution 
that approves the new format. 

2/12/2018 JUNIOR 
COUNCIL 

1. Entry Fee Refund Time Limit:  Passed 3-0-0 

RESOLVED:  That effective immediately, Rule 24 of the USTA NorCal Junior Tournament Rules 
shall be amended as follows (underlined language in red is proposed to be added; stricken-
through language is proposed to be deleted): 

24. Entry Fees. 

A. Processing Fee May Not be Charged by Tournament Committee to Accept Entries.  
[unchanged] 

B. Per Event and Base Fees. [unchanged] 
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C. Refunds.  Pursuant to this section, wWhen an entry fee refund is required as described 
below, the refund is required to be postmarked no later than 30 days following the last day 
of the tournament.  The Tournament Committee will not be obligated is not required to 
refund the Tennis Link non-refundable registration administrative fee, except that if an 
entry is accepted because of an administrative error by the Tournament Committee, the 
TennisLink fee shall be refunded. 
i. Withdrawals in Violation of Concurrent Tournament Rule. [unchanged] 
ii. Withdrawals No Later than 7 Days Before Start of Tournament. [unchanged] 

iii. Entries Not Accepted. [unchanged] 
iv. Credits Not Permitted.  [unchanged] 
v. Fees for Refunding Not Permitted; Administrative Fee for Full Rain Out 

Permitted.  [unchanged] 
vi. Partial Rain Out Policy. [unchanged] 

Rationale:  Staff reported to Junior Council that players who are entitled to entry fee refunds 
often are not receiving payment in a timely manner.  This amendment sets a deadline for 
postmarking a refund no later than 30 days following the last day of the tournament.  By setting 
a deadline, staff will have the ability to report a violation of the Junior Tournament Rules to the 
Sanction & Schedule Committee if this reasonable time frame for a refund is not met.  The 
amendment also requires the TennisLink administrative fee to be refunded if an entry is 
accepted because of an administrative error on the part of the Tournament Committee. 

2. Open & Challenger Singles Events With 2 Singles Players; 
 Options to Separate Players into Multiple Events: Passed 3-0-0 

RESOLVED:  That effective immediately, USTA NorCal Junior Tournament Rule 11.D.ii.b., 11.E., 
and 16 shall be amended as follows (underlined language in red is proposed to be added; 
stricken-through language is proposed to be deleted): 

11. Junior Tournament Descriptions 
D. Challenger Tournaments. 

ii. Traditional Draw Format.  
b. Singles Draw Format When Singles is Only Event Offered.  When a 

tournament offers singles only, players will be guaranteed three singles matches, 
unless the number of entrants is too small to guarantee this number as follows: 
1. Draws with 2 entrants will be cancelled.  The two players will be offered the 

opportunity to play another event may play one match to determine the 
winner or may be combined with another event as set forth in Rule 16.B.  
Two-entrant draws only require an award for the winner. 

2. Draws with 3 entrants may either be a Round Robin or may be combined with 
another event as set forth in Rule 16.A. 

3. Draws with 4 to 7 entrants will be a Round Robin whereby each players play 
at least three matches; not all players must play one another. 

4. Draws with 8 entrants will be a Compass Draw with a playoff for 3rd and 4th 
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place or players may be waterfalled into two Round Robin draws of 4. 
5. When there are more than 8 entrants Compass Draw(s) or Round Robin(s) 

may be held: 
 If a Compass Draw is held, it is not required to finish; however each 

player must play at least 3 matches and the Tournament Committee is 
encouraged play it to completion with a playoff for 3rd and 4th place. 

 If a one Round Robin is held, each player will play at least three matches; 
not all players in the Round Robin must play one another. 

 If more than one Round Robin or Compass Draw is held, players will be 
waterfalled into two or more Round Robins that permit each player to play 
at least three matches.  For example, 12 players can be waterfalled into 
three Round Robins of four players or 16 players can be waterfalled into 
two Compass Draws.  

Tournaments will publish to the tournament website prior to entries opening the 
menu of draw options and that the draw format will be determined when entries 
close and the Tournament Committee has had the opportunity to evaluate the 
total entries received. 

11. Junior Tournament Descriptions 
E. Open Tournaments. 

i. Youth Progression Eligibility - Players Aged 12 Years and Younger.  
[unchanged] 

ii. Events and Draws Must Offer Minimum of 2 Matches. Open Tournaments will offer 
a combination of draws and/or draw formats that offer each entered player a minimum 
of 2 matches.  The following are examples: 
 single elimination singles and single elimination doubles; 
 singles ONLY with a consolation format (FMLC, Compass, FIC, Round Robin). 
While the draw offerings must offer a minimum of 2 matches, the number of entrants 
received in an event may result in a player having 1 match, even when the entries are 
more than two players.  The singles draw in a non-Round Robin format will have a 
playoff for 3rd and 4th place. 

iii. Draw With Two Entries Will Be Cancelled.  Singles events with two entrants will be 
cancelled.  The two players will be offered the opportunity to play another event as set 
forth in Rule 16.B. 

iv. Draw With Three Entries Will Run as Round Robin or Combined with Another 
Event.  Singles events with three entrants will run as a Round Robin or combined with 
another event as set forth in Rule 16.A. 

v. Draws With Six or More Entries.  Events with six or more players may be 
waterfalled into multiple draws that guarantee 2 matches as permitted by the USTA 
Regulations. 
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16. Combining Events When There are Three or Fewer Entries - Challenger and Open 
Tournaments.   

A. Singles and Doubles Events with Three Entries.  Singles and doubles eEvents that 
receive three (3) or fewer entries may be combined as follows: 
• any age division in a tournament may be combined with the next-higher age division in 

a tournament provided the tournament category is the same (for example, a Challenger 
14s may be combined with a Challenger 16s, but not with a Challenger 18s); and 

• any age division in a tournament may be combined with the same age division in the 
next-higher tournament category (for example, a Challenger 14s may be combined with 
an Open 14s, but not with a Open 16s and not with a higher tournament category such 
as an Championship 14s), 

provided that the Tournament Director must notify the players involved by email or phone 
message immediately after entries close.  Players will accept or decline to compete in the 
next-higher age division or category.  Players declining may withdraw from the event or 
the tournament without penalty and are entitled to an entry fee refund, if applicable. 

B. Singles Events with Two Entries.  Singles events that receive two entries will be 
cancelled.  Players must be given the opportunity to play another singles event that is not 
full.  The Tournament Director must notify the affected players by email or telephone 
message immediately after entries close.  Players that decline this opportunity or who do 
not play another event because the preferred event is full will be withdrawn without 
penalty and are entitled to an entry fee refund. 

Rationale: The Junior Tournament Rules currently give a Tournament Committee the option of 
combining 2 events when there are 3 or fewer entries. Because this is at the discretion of the 
Tournament Committee, it is rarely done. While leaving an event as is when there are 3 entries 
provides 2 singles matches, this is not the case when there are 2 entries. The proposed 
amendments require Challenger or Open events with two singles entries to be cancelled and for 
the Tournament Committee to offer the players a spot in another draw if it is not full. If a player 
declines or a draw is full, the player is withdrawn without penalty and their fee is refunded. 

While reviewing the regulations related to the 2-entry issue, it was noted that they are not written in 
a manner that explicitly takes advantage of a relatively new USTA Regulation that permits a 
Tournament Committee to separate an event with six or more entries into two separate draws.  
While this is currently possible, incorporating language regarding this option into the rules will help 
publicize this option to the Tournament Directors and educate the player on the option. 

4/3/2018 JUNIOR TEAM 
TENNIS 
COMMITTEE 

1. USTA NorCal JTT Section Regulations – Same Gender Division Advanced/Intermediate 
Benchmark 

The committee discussed and proposed a new 2018 JTT Same Gender Division 
advanced/intermediate benchmark. 

Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded and approved by a vote of 
3 in favor, none opposed and no abstentions: 

RESOLVED:  Rule 2c. in the 2018 USTA NorCal JTT Section Regulations to read as follows: 
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2018 Same Gender Divisions - Advanced/Intermediate Benchmark* 
Girls Division:  A girl with a UTR of 6.75 or higher must play in the Advanced Division** 
Boys Division:  A boy with a UTR of 7.50 or higher must play in the Advanced Division** 

*The UTR eligibility list will be published online as of 5/1/18  

**Some players may have a UTR above the advanced benchmark level but have a reliability 
indicator 50% or lower. If a player’s reliability indicator is 50% or lower, they do not have to 
automatically play in the advanced division. In this case, their Junior NTRP will be used to 
determine their level of play. If the player has a Junior NTRP of 3.5 or higher they must play in 
the advanced division. 

If a player does not have a UTR rating, the player is only eligible to play in the intermediate 
division if they are a 3.4 Junior NTRP rated player and below in Tennislink. To self-rate a player 
without a UTR, contact jrteamtennis@norcal.usta.com with the player’s name, USTA number 
and team name. USTA JTT staff will contact you regarding the self-rate process. 

Rationale:  Each year the JTT Committee approves an Advanced/Intermediate player 
benchmark for same gender divisions. This benchmark will go into effect as of 5/1/18 and apply 
to JTT summer and fall season leagues. 

2. USTA Gar Glenney Cup – Player Stipend/Reimbursement 

The committee discussed modifying the current Gar Glenney Cup team stipend program to 
create new criteria and stipend/reimbursement amounts for players and coaches.  

Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded and approved by a vote of 
3 in favor, none opposed and no abstentions: 

RESOLVED:  Modify the current Gar Glenney Cup team stipend program from a team 
reimbursement amount of $750 per team when hosted in SoCal and $250 per team when hosted 
in NorCal, to an individual player travel stipend and team captain reimbursement amount. 

Gar Glenney Cup Event in SoCal: 
• Players will receive a travel stipend of $200 per person 

o Available to players that play a match in the event 
o Stipend will be sent directly to each player after the event 
o Maximum of 8 players per team may receive a travel stipend 
o Team Captains will receive up to $300 in travel reimbursement 
 Captains will be required to provide receipts totaling up to $300 in order to receive 

reimbursement after the event 

Gar Glenney Cup Event in NorCal: 
• Players will receive a travel stipend of $100 per person 

o Available to players that play a match in the event 
o Stipend will be sent directly to each player after the event 
o Maximum of 8 players per team may receive a travel stipend 

mailto:jrteamtennis@norcal.usta.com
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o Team Captains will receive up to $150 in travel reimbursement 
 Captains will be required to provide receipts totaling up to $150 in order to receive 

reimbursement after the event 

Rationale:  Committee felt that the stipend amounts need to be addressed as the last time 
there was a change to the stipends was in 2012 and there has been an increase in travel costs 
associated with participating in the event since that time. There was also a need to update the 
stipend/reimbursement language to ensure that the travel stipends are sent directly to the 
players participating in the event rather than of directly to the team captain. 

2/11/2018 JUNIOR TEAM 
TENNIS 
COMMITTEE 

3. USTA NorCal JTT Section Championships Rules – Roster Size Requirements 

The committee chair proposed a rule change via email regarding the 2018 USTA NorCal JTT 
Section Championship Rules - Same Gender Advanced Division roster size minimums.  

Following a full committee email vote, the following motion was approved by a vote of 6 in 
favor, none opposed and no abstentions: 

RESOLVED:  Modify the roster requirement rule in the 2018 USTA NorCal JTT Section 
Championship Rules to read as follows: 

Roster Requirements: 
• Minimum roster for the USTA NorCal Junior Team Tennis Section Championships: 
• Same Gender Division (Advanced) 

 Team rosters must have a minimum of 4 players 
 If a team does not have 4 eligible boys or girls, then the #4 singles line is defaulted as 

well as the #2 doubles match. That team will start the match down 2-0. 
• Note:  If a player(s) is injured during the tournament and a team does not have 3 

eligible players for a match, the entire team match is defaulted 

Rationale: The change would allow for teams of 4 players to compete at the JTT Same Gender 
Section Championships and will be consistent with minimum roster requirements for JTT league 
play and other JTT team tournament and regional events. 

2/2/2018 JUNIOR TEAM 
TENNIS 
COMMITTEE 

USTA NorCal JTT Section Regulations – Roster Size Requirements 
The committee discussed a rule change to the 2018 USTA NorCal JTT Section Regulations regarding 
Advanced Division minimum roster sizes.  

Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded and approved by a vote of 5 in 
favor, none opposed and no abstentions: 
RESOLVED:  Modify rule 2d. in the 2018 USTA NorCal JTT Section Regulations to read as follows: 
• 2d. Roster Requirement 

o Minimum Roster Requirements for Championship Eligible Leagues 
 Same Gender Advanced Divisions – 4 boys or 4 girls minimum 

Rationale:  During past JTT seasons there has been a decline in same gender advanced division 
participation along with issues at matches in which defaults are occurring due to teams not being 
able to field 6 players. Reducing the minimum roster size requirement should lead to more teams 
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participating throughout the year. 

7/20-21/2018 SANCTION AND 
SCHEDULEE 
COMMITTEE 
Meeting Via 
email 

Approved via emails by Sanction & Schedule Committee Meeting on July 20-21, 2018 

1. Consideration of Applications for Junior Tournaments - Passed 4-0-0; One recusal 

RESOLVED: That the following Junior tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization Events Dates  Location 
Bay Club Broadway Tennis Challenger (18-12)sd Oct 20-21  Burlingame 
Bay Club Broadway Tennis Challenger (18-12)sd Dec 29-30 Burlingame 

2. Consideration of Applications for Adult Tournaments - Passed 5-0-0 

RESOLVED: That the following Adult tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization Events Dates  Location 
Bay Club Broadway Tennis NTRP Sept 21-23 Burlingame 
Bay Club Broadway Tennis NTRP Oct 5-7  Burlingame 
Bay Club Broadway Tennis NTRP/Open Nov 30-Dec 2  Burlingame 
Bay Club Broadway Tennis NTRP/Open Dec 14-16 Burlingame 

5/23/2018 SANCTION AND 
SCHEDULEE 
COMMITTEE 

1. Consideration Applications for Adult Tournaments 

 In closed session, the Committee reviewed and discussed applications for Adult tournaments 
submitted on or before May 15, 2018.  When the Committee came out of closed session, the 
approved resolutions were authorized to be reported as part of the minutes of the meeting. 

• Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously 
approved by a vote of 3 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

2. RESOLVED:  That the following Adult tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization Events Dates  Location 
Modesto Fitness & RC Open Sept 21-23  Modesto 
Roseville Life Time Athletic NTRP Oct 26-28  Roseville 
Life Time Athletics & Tennis NTRP Nov 16-18  Folsom 

3. Consideration Applications for Junior Tournaments 

In closed session, the Committee reviewed and discussed quarterly applications for Junior 
tournaments submitted on or before May 15, 2018.  When the Committee came out of closed 
session, the approved resolutions were authorized to be reported as part of the minutes of the 
meeting. 

• Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously 
approved by a vote of 3 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

RESOLVED:  That the following Junior tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization Events Dates  Location 
Roseville Life Time Athletic Open (18-12)s Sept 22-23  Roseville 

3/26/2018 SANCTION AND 1. Consideration of Applications for Junior Tournaments - Passed 3-0-0 
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SCHEDULE 
COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED: That the following Junior tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization Events Dates Location 
Four Directions Tennis Open (18-12)sd May 5-6 San Jose 
Paragon Tennis Challenger (18-12)sd May 5-6 Moraga 
Life Time Athletic Folsom Open (18-12)sd Jul 7-8 Folsom 
Collective Impact Open (14)sd Jul 21-22 San Francisco 
Collective Impact Open (18-12)sd Sept 22-23, 29-30 San Francisco 
Paragon Tennis Challenger (18-12)sd Dec 1-2 Moraga 

2. Consideration of Applications for Adult Tournaments - Passed 3-0-0 

RESOLVED: That the following Adult tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization Events Dates Location 
Life Time Athletics &  
Tennis Club NTRP Jul 27-29 Folsom 
Cello International  
Tennis Assoc. Open Aug 17-19  Woodland 

1/10/2018 SANCTION AND 
SCHEDULE 
COMMITTEE 

1. Consideration of Applications for Junior Tournaments - Passed 4-0-0 

RESOLVED: That the following Junior tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization   Events   Dates   Location 
Celli Inter. Tennis Academy Challenger (18-12)sd  Mar10-11  Fairfield 
Celli Inter. Tennis Academy Challenger (18-12)sd  Jul 14-15  Fairfield 

2. Consideration of Applications for Adult Tournaments - Passed 4-0-0 

RESOLVED: That the following Adult tournaments are hereby approved. 

Organization Events Dates  Location 
Mission College NTRP Jul 27-29  Santa Clara 
Arden Hills NTRP/Open Sept 28-30  Sacramento 
Mission College NTRP Nov 16-18  Santa Clara 
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Attachment 1 

EXHIBIT B 
 

Rules for 2018 Tri-Level Mixed  
Team Tournament 

 
 
 

1. Rules of Play 
The USTA Regulations shall govern all aspects of USTA NorCal sanctioned 
tournaments; except that when a USTA NorCal rule is different than the USTA 
Regulations, the USTA NorCal rule shall govern play.  

2. Team Registrations 
Team registrations will open Tuesday, May 1st and will close on or before June 
10, 2018.  Registration is limited to the first 15 teams to enter the event.  All 
other teams will be placed on a waiting list based on first come, first serve.  
Captains may only register one team. 

3. Player Eligibility  
Players 18 years of age and over with a valid USTA membership and rating are 
eligible to register for this tournament.  

4. Number of Players on a Team 
A team needs a minimum of 6 players registered at the appropriate levels to 
be able to play all three lines of a team match by Sunday, June 10, 2018 – 
9pm pst, otherwise your team will be removed from the registered list The 
maximum roster limit is 12 players. 

5. Format of Play 
Three lines of mixed doubles for each team will be played in order of strength 
– one line for each level (7.0, 8.0 & 9.0).  (See rating distribution below.)  
After entries close, registered teams will be divided into 3 groups of 5 teams.  

NTRP Combined 
Levels 

Lowest Rating 
Allowed 

7.0 3.0 
8.0 3.5 
9.0 4.0 

For the first two days of competition (Friday and Saturday), round robin play 
will be used to determine the flight winners.  On Sunday, the flight winners and 
the team with the next best record will play in a single elimination draw with 
the semi and final rounds.   There will be a draw to determine which spots the 
advancing teams will feed into the single elimination draw.  Note that the next 
best record team will not play the winner of its flight in the semi round. 

6. Match Format 
The match format will be best of three tiebreak sets with a 10-Point Match 
Tiebreak in lieu of the 3rd set.  There is a two-minute break between all sets, 
including the second and third set match tiebreak. The Coman tiebreak 
procedure will be used for all tiebreaks. 
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7. Procedures in the Event of a Tie in Determining the Finish in the Round 
Robin 
In the event of a tie, the following steps shall be used in the order listed to 
break all ties: 

1) Individual Matches. Winner of the most individual matches in the entire 
completion 

2) Head to Head. Winner of head to head matches 

3) Sets. Loser of the fewest number of sets. 

4) Games. Loses of the fewest number of games  

5) A Method to be determined by the Tournament Committee.  Procedure to 
be announced prior to commencement of the tournament.   

8. Scoring of Individual Match Defaults 
For the purpose of determining standings, individual defaults will be scored as 
6-0, 6-0 win for one doubles team receiving the default and a 0-6, 0-6 loss for 
the doubles team that defaulted the match.  In the event of a default by both 
doubles teams, both sides will be given a 0-6, 0-6 loss and neither receives 
credit for a win.  

9. Scoring of Retirements 
In case of a retirement, for the purpose of determining standings, the non-
retiring player/doubles team shall be credited with such number of additional 
games as would have been won if the match was completed and the non-
retiring doubles team won every subsequent game.  For NTRP computer data 
entry in Tennislink, the actual scores of the match will be recorded with the 
retirement.  

10. Warm-up Period 
Warm-up time is limited to 5 minutes. 

11. Check in 
A. All captains must check in 45 minutes prior to their first match on Friday. 

Captains will receive a folder with information concerning format, match 
line-up cards and more.   

B. Line-up forms must be turned in at least 30 minutes prior to each match. 
All players listed on the line-up must be present when the line-ups are 
submitted. First matches of the day will be called up to 15 minutes prior to 
scheduled time. If courts open early throughout the day, matches may be 
called up to 30 minutes prior to scheduled time. 
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12. Penalty for Lateness 
Players are expected to check and comply with all scheduling done by the 
Tournament Committee.  The lateness penalty clock starts at the scheduled 
match time regardless of court availability. 

 Lateness of five minutes or less: opponent automatically wins toss and 
receives one game 

 Lateness of more than five minutes, but less than 10 minutes: opponent 
automatically wins toss and receives two games 

 Lateness of more than 10 minutes, but less than 15 minutes : opponent 
automatically wins toss and receives three games 

 Lateness of more than 15 minutes: default 

13. Withdrawals 

A. While players are allowed to withdraw from a team, there will be no 
credits or refunds  given to players at any time. 

B. If a team has a substitute player who would like to play instead, the office 
will be able to remove a player and roster another one in his or her place if 
the team is full.  The substituting player will not be charged in this 
instance.  A team will still need a minimum of 6 players registered at the 
appropriate levels to be able to play all three lines of a team match.  The 
player being substituted must not have played any matches during the 
tournament. 

14. Coaching 
Coaching is not allowed at this tournament.  

15. USTA NorCal Point Penalty Suspension System 
The USTA NorCal Point Penalty Suspension System (PPSS) will apply to this 
tournament.  It is a system that levies suspension points for violations of the 
USTA Regulations and misconduct. No suspension points will be assessed for 
withdrawals due to injury illness or personal circumstance at this tournament. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ustaassets/assets/635/15/ppss-asofaug1820161.pdf
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