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“No way am I going to be a tennis player!” was 
my mentality at six years old.  I am not sure why I 
felt that way- perhaps because tennis demands 
more skill and focus than I was willing to put into 
the sport, or maybe because I did not want to be 
in the shadows of my older brother who was 
successful and respectable tennis player in the 
area at the time.  

It was not until I was in the 8th grade that I 
decided to try and learn to play tennis and I am 
proud to say that I have not stopped since. When 
I started high school, I got on the varsity tennis 
team.  By sophomore year, I was started a co-ed 
Tennis Club.  

Tennis has empowered me to pass on my love of 
the game to underserved children in my 
community.  I created, developed and coached 
10&under tennis clinics, which I named LiFTS 
(Livermore’s Future Tennis Stars). USTA NorCal 
was instrumental to making LiFTS happen.  I 
received a USTA NorCal foundation grant to 
purchase equipment to operate my clinics.  I’ve 
held clinics at dual immersion schools as well as 
run a HITS program. 

My success exteded beyond the court, I received 
active honors and volunteered extensively 
outside of school.  Through tennis, USTA NorCal 
and my high school carrers, I had to work to 
maintain my high standards as a student athlete while working with my community.  Those factors 
provided me with the hance to become the person I am.  

In 2014, I received the USTA NorCal Champions of Character Michael Chang college scholarship 
awarded by the Diversity and Inclusion department.  I started my freshman year at UC Irvine and I’m 
majoring in Biological Science.   
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