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Minutes of the USTA NorCal Junior Council Meeting 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

 
 

Josh Conlin, chair of the Junior Council, called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm and roll call was conducted.  

 
Committee Members Present: Josh Conlin (Chair), Val Ovrootsky, Helen Potter, Ray Bilsey, Marty Collins, 
Doug Nau, Dave Zammaripa, Mike Jizmejian; Mike Houston 
 
USTA NorCal Staff Present: Summer Verhoeven, Manager of Junior Play; Tommy Tu, Junior Competition 
Coordinator. 
 

Guest Present: Kevin Pope, USTA NorCal President, Andrea Norman and Jim Coyne, Co-Chairs of USTA NorCal 
Junior Growth & Standards Committee. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
 The Council considered approval of the minutes of the meeting held April 9, 2018.  The following motion was 

duly made, seconded, and approved by a vote of 6 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Junior Council meeting held April 9, 2018 be approved as 
presented. 

 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
 Josh welcomed the members on the Council. Following the welcome, each member and staff present 

introduced themselves with a short biography. 

 
3. Junior Competition Changes 

Andrea updated the Council on the potential changes that are coming regarding junior competition for the 
country in 2020. Nationally, the USTA is looking to have all 17 Sectional Associations align in the number of 
levels of yellow ball tournaments they offer and the scoring and draw formats offered at each level, and 
adopt the same ranking point table, with the goal of implementation in 2020.  If approved by the Sectional 
Associations, this will require adjustments to NorCal’s structure and point tables.  For implementation to take 

effect in 2020, NorCal will need to be prepared to sanction tournaments under this new structure during 
summer 2019. 

 
4. 8-game Pro Sets 

The Council discussed the possibility of changing all 8-game pro set formats for all age tournament levels to 
two 4-game short sets. Following discussion, the Council felt that this idea should be presented to a few 
tournament directors of currently approved tournaments to serve as pilots. 

 
5. The Usage of UTR for Seeding 

The Council reviewed the methods by which all NorCal junior tournaments are seeded.  There is a desire to 
incorporate ratings into our tournament structure, a proposal to seed all tournaments using Universal Tennis 
Ratings was considered.  Currently ratings are only used to seed the Super Series.  Andrea cautioned the use 
of ratings at Open and Challenger Tournaments as many of the players have low reliability ratings in these 

tournaments. Council also discussed the use of ratings for seeding Championship, Excellence and Sectional 
Championship tournaments.  

 
6.  Tournament Evaluations 

The Council discussed about the possibility of changing the current tournament evaluation system into 

something that is simple and easy for players and parents to complete. A 5-star evaluation system was 
proposed. Staff will work with the IT department and will have more information at a later time. 

 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm. 

  


