
 
2018 Cali-Cup 
March 4, 2018 

 
Cali Cup is an annual club tennis tournament for the top 4 schools from 
NorCal and the top 4 schools from SoCal, determined by TOC Sectional 
Standings.  The event alternates from Northern California to Southern 
California.  Stanford University was this year’s host. 
 
The participating teams in Cali Cup March 4, 2018, held at Stanford Stadium were: 
NorCal: Cal, Stanford, UC Davis and Santa Clara 
SoCal: UCLA, Cal Poly, UC Irvine and USC (UCSD not attend) 
 
Stanford and Cal faced each other in the finals, with Stanford pulling out the win 27-14. 
 
 

 
Stanford champions from left to right: Emilia Porubcin, Jordan Friedland, Kevin Haugh, Evan Storms, Shirley Chen, Catherine 
Areklett, Danny Wright, Lily Nilipour. 

 
 
 
 
 



2018 – Spring Invitational 
Surprise, Arizona 

March 23-25 
 

Surprise Arizona is the home of the annual Tennis on Campus Spring 
Invitational.  Two teams proudly represented NorCal this year – Santa Clara 
University and St. Mary’s. 

 

 
 

USTA Spring Invitational 
 
Day 1:  
 The first day of the tournament started off a little slowly at 8am against Michigan State 
University, but bounced back strongly and defeated Carnegie Mellon University, who had a 
former D1 player from UCLA. We had a blast of energy after the first match after realizing we 
were a little rusty from having a lack of time to play, considering it was rainy leading up to the 
tournament and having most of our players finishing up finals the day before and the day of our 
flight to Arizona. After regrouping, we then went on to defeat University of Oregon to become the 
number 2 team from our pool to be entered in the gold bracket for the second day.  

 
From left to right we have Jessica Crockett, Matteo de Suduiraut, Caroline Dorman, Tanner 

Suard, and Christian Jimenez (being held).  
 
 
Day 2:  
 On the second day, we played UCLA at 10am and played a very close match, losing 20-
24. Every match was very close. We used subs throughout this match, as Caroline Dorman 



fought hard in her singles match, tied 3-3, she subbed in Caitlynn Lowery which affected her 
already frustrated opponent and was able to secure an important win 6-4. The mixed match was 
a close, very difficult match, but we all thought we played much better than the first day and 
played our best against such an evenly matched team. Joining the backdraw, we played Illinois 
and won swiftly.  

 
The team after our mixed doubles match against UCLA, laughing and supporting each other on 

the main stadium court.  
 

Day 3:  
On the third day of the tournament, we were able to sleep in for our match against UCSD 

at 10am, winning 28-17. Then playing USC, we lost, but ended the day with our heads held high, 
knowing we finishing in the top 10 of the gold bracket.  

 
Here’s Tanner Suard, one of our captains and best players on our team hitting a nice 

forehand.  
 Overall, the trip was very successful. Although we thought on a different day we could 
have beat UCLA, we thought we did very well in the main and backdraw. It was worth the long 
hours of planning and dealing with a quick shift in gears from finals to 4-6 hours of tennis a day. 
Friends from Arizona and family from California and other schools participating came out to 
support us and cheer us on. We made plenty of new friends from other schools, bonded more 
with each other, and overall were surrounded by a wonderful tournament staff and friendly 
opponents who we were able to hang out with afterwards. We can’t wait for next year! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



2018 SoNo Tournament 
April 7-8 

 
The SoNo/NoSo tournament moves from Northern California to Southern California 
alternating years.  This year’s event took place at the beautiful Pepperdine University in 
SoCal. 
 

 
 
 
UC MERCED 
 
In the first round of the tournament, we played against USC and UCSB. We played USC first and 
were out matched 4-30. Only John Tiscareno, our men's singles player, scored in that match, 
losing to USC's men's singles player 4-6. The rest of us lost 0-6. Our second match, against 
UCSB, was better but we still ended up losing 11-30. This time, nearly all of our teams scored in 
each set, but we still lost all of our sets. After the first day, we all decided to go to the beach 
because it was so close to the campus and that's where we took this lovely photo. 
 
Because we lost both of our matches on the first day, we were placed in the bronze bracket. We 
played against SJSU in the first round and robbed them with a nail biting final score of 24-23. 
John Tiscareno played singles again and won 6-4, Veronica Acevedo played singles and won 6-
4, Kevin Citalan and Arianna Tariqi won mixed doubles 6-3, Veronica and Arianna Tariqi lost 
women's doubles 4-6,and our men's doubles team, Robert Perrine and Chan Voeng, lost their 
match 2-6, but we needed every game to win so even the teams that lost contributed to our 
victory. Because the score was so close, and this was our first team win of the year we were all 
hyped up for the next match! Unfortunately in the second round, the championship of the bronze 



bracket, UCSC left by the time we finished our first round match and forfeited. We accepted our 
second team win and the bronze bracket title, but there is still a score to settle with UCSC. We 
look forward to seeing them in the next few tournaments. 
 
Overall, it was a lot of fun. You picked a great location to hold a tournament and we look forward 
to attending more SoNo tournaments in the future. It was one of our club's main highlights of the 
year 😊😊. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SAN JOSE STATE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The SoNo tournament was a blast, it was such an awesome experience. My teammates and I 
were nervous since we didn’t know what to expect for our first time, but everyone was really 
friendly and welcoming.  
 
SJSU played LMU the first day, and we lost but was a learning experience. We were supposed 
to play UCI but they ended up dropping last minute so we just rallied for a bit and headed home.  
 
The second day was great as well, we played Pepperdine University at 8 AM and then played 
UC Merced at 11. The two matches were a lot more interesting because the levels of skill were 
similar for all the schools!  
We were tied for bronze with UCM but lost by one point, another great lesson.  
 
Pepperdine was so beautiful, Shannon was extremely helpful and kind to our team as well as 
other captains. We didn’t run into any problems with the hotel and it was just a weekend full of 
great team bonding and fun tennis!  
 
We look forward to participating in many more matches, thank you so much for this opportunity!  
 



 
 

 
UC Santa Cruz 
 

 
 

We had a lot of fun, as it was a relatively short tournament! UCSC A got first place in the Silver 
Bracket and UCSC B got second place in Bronze bracket, I believe; I didn't get a chance to see 
the final brackets. 
 



2018 Tennis On Campus  
National Championships 

Orlando, Florida 
April 12-14 

 
The Tennis On Campus program begins in September of each year with every school aiming at 
getting one of two bids to the National Championships in Orlando, CA. 
 
In order to determine who will be representing Northern California at the Championships, NorCal 
hosts a weekend Sectional event, which invites all schools to participate. 
 
This year’s representatives were Cal Berkeley and Stanford. 
 
As is customary, teams always provide a few pre-flight pics and a blog of their experience. 
 

 
 
CAL BERKELEY 
 
Day 1 
 
We came out strong and ready to play. Our team was up at 6:00am and at breakfast by 6:15am. 
As soon and we arrived to the USTA campus we found out that we had courts 1 and 2 all day. 
 
As soon as our 8:00am match began we knew it would be a quick one and we were off the 
courts by 9:20am getting food for the rest of the day. 
 
Next up we had Rutgers at 12:00pm and everyone knew not to take the match too lightly. Our 
doubles players came out and played two close matches but they ultimately came out on top. 
Everyone except mixed doubles came out on top and played some good competitive tennis to 
keep the day on a high note. 
 
Match 3 was against the University of Virginia and they had had a close loss to Rutgers to start 
the day so we knew to make sure to come out strong. We lost men’s doubles 5-6 and won 
women’s doubles 6-4 but we were able to win men’s singles 6-1 and women’s singles 6-3 which 
gave us a strong lead going into mixed. We ended up losing mixed 6-3 but we won the very next 
game for a solid 7 game victory. 



 
After the matches we had a team dinner and got to bed early since we had an 8am match the 
very next day. 
 
Day 2 
Today was a tough day. We started the day out with a loss to Illinois. They came out stronger 
than us and were able to take both men’s and women’s doubles.  After that we were able to win 
both men’s and women’s singles and we went into mixed down by 2.  In mixed they came out 
with a fire and took it 6-2. It was a tough start to the day but we kept our heads up and had a 
good time. 
 
We then beat the university of Washington and UPenn and had a really good time playing both 
teams. Everyone was very nice all day and we made friends along the way. 
 
By the end of the day we were all exhausted and we decided to go home and shower before a 
team dinner. It was a long and hard day and we are looking forward to our final day in Orlando. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
STANFORD 
 
Travel Day: 
We’re off to Nationals! Our 5am wake up call wasn’t a very pleasant way to start off the week, 
but a couple of long hours on a plane and a few time zone changes later, we arrived in beautiful 
Orlando! We lucked out with a 10am match (rather than an 8am match) and will be getting some 
much-needed sleep. We landed in Pool L with University of Oregon, Boston University, and 
Texas A&M, and we’re expecting some tough competition! 
 
Day 1 
Day 1 was pool play, our chance to qualify for the gold bracket! Our first matchup was against 
University of Oregon. Intimidated by their already impressive Instagram presence, we came in 
focused, and came out with a 26-14 win, with a great come-from-behind women’s singles win by 
Shirley “The Guillotine” Chen and a 6-3 win in mixed by Catherine “C-Dab” Areklett and Kevin 
“Ka$h Flow” Haugh to polish off our first victory. 
 



Next up, we faced off against Boston University, a first-time qualifier at Nationals. We played 
some stellar tennis and came up with a 30-7 win. Despite the seemingly lopsided score, we were 
impressed by the tough competition we faced and really had to step up our level to get our wins. 
 
Our last matchup was the one we had been waiting for versus Texas A&M, the top seed in our 
pool. After a tough loss in men’s doubles, Revenge Jordan made an appearance for singles and 
swept the match against not just one, but two singles players from A&M. Mixed doubles sealed 
our 26-17 win with Catherine’s wall of aggressive net play. Day 1 was as successful as we could 
have hoped, and we celebrated qualifying for the Gold Bracket with some much-deserved grilled 
cheese sandwiches and an early night’s sleep. 
 

 
 
 
Day 2 
Bracket day! We hopped groggily into our minivan to make it to our 9am match, and DJ Danny 
“D-Pain” Wright blasted some pump ups (“Everytime We Touch” was the crowd favorite) to get 
us in the winning mood. 
 
Our first match of the day was bound to be a challenging one against Georgia. Catherine and 
Lily “Lil’ Nil” Nilipour started us off strong with a 6-1 win, coming up clutch to win 5 out of their 6 
deuce games. With Emilia “Soul Crusher” Porubcin tied 2-2 at the first changeover, we were 
worried this round might be where we’d witness an unprecedented Emilia loss, but in classic 
form, she turned it up a notch to win 6-2. Leading just about the whole match, we ended up with 
a 27-13 win, and were pumped to be advancing through the Gold Bracket. 
 
Just when we thought we were the only school to be represented by a shade of red, we found 
ourselves across the net from the Cornell Big Red in the quarterfinals. Catherine and Lily took 
down an extremely solid women’s doubles team 6-4, but our men’s doubles came up a bit short 
with a 3-6 loss. With the pressure of such a close matchup on their shoulders, Emilia delivered a 
classic 6-1 win, and Jordan “Bartender J-Do” Friedland found a way to grind out a seriously 
impressive 6-5 victory, with a dominant 5-0 performance in the tiebreak. The hype train 
continued rolling, our team was screaming from the sidelines, and mixed went on with a 5 game 
lead. Catherine and Kevin played some of their best tennis to keep the score close against two 
really tough, big-hitting opponents, ultimately losing the set 4-6, but winning the very next game 
to shut out any chance of an overtime comeback. On to the semifinals!!! 
 



 
 
Day 3 
This was it - the final day of tennis in Orlando. We knew we had a tough opponent in UNC, who 
were the runners up at Nationals two years ago and who have two national titles to their name. 
We went up 6 games after winning both doubles matches, with Jordan and Danny saving 3 
match points to pull off a 6-5 win, and everything was rolling our way after a 6-1 win from Emilia. 
Just when we thought we had everything wrapped up, UNC came back with force. A substitution 
from UNC in the men’s singles match at 2-2 was the start of an unbelievable comeback. After an 
inspired performance from UNC’s captain in men’s singles, we lost men’s singles 2-6. We came 
into the mixed match up 7 games, but couldn’t do anything against a near-flawless performance 
by UNC’s mixed team, who won 7 straight games to tie up the match. Nothing we threw at them 
phased them, from strategy changes to player substitutions. UNC won the super-tiebreak 7-2 to 
earn their spot in the final. 
 
Having come so close to making the championship match, the loss to UNC was truly heart-
wrenching. But it was also an incredibly humbling learning experience; nothing is over until it’s 
over, especially in tennis, a sport characterized by ups, downs, and sudden momentum shifts. 
Today, UNC just had all of the answers late in the match, and we commend them for fighting 
incredibly hard when they needed to most. 
 
Our third place match was a much more relaxed atmosphere, but both our team and UC San 
Diego were looking for redemption. Battling the intense Florida heat that afternoon, our team 
came in strong against UCSD and won every set but men’s doubles, with Jordan pulling off a 
bagel in the last match of his TOC career. We sealed third place at Nationals with a 26-17 win.  
 
Later on, we joined the players’ BBQ for dinner and watched the final match between UNC and 
Ohio State play out. We were admittedly a tad envious that we weren’t on the final stage, but it 
was such a fun atmosphere and a very well run event -- a great way to close out a great 
weekend. 
 

Day 4 
Overall, our tournament was as successful as it was unforgettable. Placing third was the best our 
club has ever done at Nationals, and we’re especially proud of our turnaround from last year, 
where we failed to even qualify for Nationals. The future of our club looks bright, with our 
dominant and confident Freshman girls not dropping a single set in women’s doubles or singles. 
We’ll be saying goodbye to Kevin, Jordan, Danny, and Shirley, but our club is looking forward to 
next year, and hoping we’ll be back again to contend for another title! 



 
 

 
 

 

 


