
Appeals 
 

Automatic Appeals may be done by computer- or self-rated players on the national USTA site. Players 
may appeal up or down. There is a small window by which a player may make a successful appeal based 
on rating to the hundredth, number of matches, and age. The player will know immediately if his appeal 
is granted or not except for self-rate appeals down which have to go to a committee for determination. 
All other automatic appeals are decided by computer immediately. 
 
Self-rate appeals down, as noted above, must be processed by a committee for determination. The 
committee will review all of the information provided and make a decision by majority vote with no less 
than three committee members. The decision, once made, is good for one year unless new information 
becomes available. Players should request self-rate appeals BEFORE they play. 
 
Medical appeals must also be processed by a committee. A computer-rated player must have an 
intervening permanently disabling condition to be considered for a medical appeal. Before the player 
submits his medical appeal, he should have been released by his doctor to resume play. He should read 
the information on medical appeals in the Leagues Resources under Appeals. The application must be 
filled out correctly and completely to be accepted for consideration.  
 
A medical appeal may be made by a computer-rated player only. While computer rated, the player must 
have suffered an intervening medical illness or injury that is permanent and disabling. The player may 
then appeal when he/she is released back to play to tennis. 
 
Medical appeals are very difficult to obtain; they must first be granted by the section (NorCal) and then 
by National. In 2014, only 10 appeals were granted nation-wide. If you wish to make a successful 
medical appeal, you will need to take the time to do the following: 

1. Read the information on Medical Appeals carefully. You will have a better understanding of 
what may qualify and what may not. 

2. Fill out all of your forms completely; including the Medical Appeal Form and having your 
physician fill out the Attending Physician’s Statement Form. 

3. Send in all of the forms with a $25.00 check made out to USTA NorCal, c/o Tony Ng, 1920 North 
Loop Road, Alameda CA 94520. 

4. On receipt of all forms and check, NorCal will forward the appeal to the Sectional Medical 
Appeal Committee to start the process. If your appeal is granted through the final step at the 
National level, your check will be shredded. 

 
All computer-rated players who are granted a medical appeal down will become self-rated players and 
subject to Three Strikes and to NTRP grievances. For any specific questions, please contact Tony Ng. 

mailto:%20ng@norcal.usta.com

