
Adult Tournament Committee 
November 14, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

USTA NorCal Office 
 

NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the Committee and all Committee decisions are 
subject to final approval by the Board. 
 
Committee Members Present: Chrissie Costamagna (chair), Betty Cookson, Steve Cornell, 
Brian Cory, Marilyn Morrell-Kristal, Andrea Norman, John Togasaki 
 
Staff Members Present: Michelle Wilson, Summer Verhoeven 
 
Chrissie Costamagna, chair of the Adult Tournament Committee (“ATC” or the “Committee”), 
called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
1. Year End Committee Report 
 
Chrissie presented the ATC with the 2016 Adult Tournament Committee Year End Report.  She 
explained that this report includes 2016 accomplishments and committee plans for 2017.   
 
2. Event Updates 
 

A. Intersectionals – Chrissie and Michelle gave an update on the 2016 USTA National 
Women’s Intersectional Team Event.  It was reported that NorCal had a Women’s 65 
and 75 team that competed and that both teams went 2-2.  It was also mentioned 
there was an attempt to field a NorCal Women’s 35 and 45 team this year but there 
were not enough players that were able to go and compete.  

B. North-South – Michelle updated the Committee regarding the North South event that 
occurred on October 3-4 at Copper River Country Club.  Michelle mentioned that it was 
a nice event and everyone had a great time.   

C. Grand Prix – Michelle provided a recap of the Grand Prix that occurred on October 21-
23.  She informed that Committee that the tournament went well even though the 
first weekend of October 14-16 was rained out and the tournament had to use its rain 
dates of October 20-21.  The Committee was also reminded of the changes that were 
made to the 2016 Grand Prix included combining the NTRP, Senior and Open Grand 
Prixes into one tournament and adding activities such as a happy hour event to the 
first night of the tournament.  The Committee was also presented with the evaluations 
from the tournament.  It was also discussed that there would be a sub-committee 
formed to discuss the 2017 Grand Prix.   

 
3. Website changes/Social Media 
 
Chrissie informed the Committee of the creation of a new tab on the NorCal website geared 
towards the senior age division players.  This page will include articles from senior players.  
There will be a sub-committee formed to oversee this page and to recruit players to write 
articles.  The Committee also discussed reaching out to players who write for other senior 
national tennis newsletters.  Chrissie mentioned that there may be a possibility in the future 
of having other pages created for the other tournament types such as NTRP.   
 



It was also discussed that the Committee would also be looking to the marketing department 
for assistance with promoting the adult tournament programs.   
 
4. Change in Committee Structure 
 
Chrissie reported that there will be more active sub-committees working on projects in 2017.  
These sub committees will include ATC committee members, non-ATC committee members, 
and possibly current players.   
 
Following will be some of the sub-committees: 
Gen Gap  
Marketing (website, Sr. Newsletter) 
Special Events (including Grand Prix) 
Rules  
Outreach (NTRP and/or age group summit) 
Special Populations 
ROG and Family 
 
5. Innovation Round Table  
 
The Committee discussed 2016 participation numbers, National and Sectional goals, and 
the need to be innovative to help grow the game.  
 
Some of the ideas that were mentioned are: 
 

 Reach out to the players through surveys on what would get them to play more 
tournaments and what would get new players to play. 

 Promote existing tournaments such as Gen Gap, Family, and One Day Tournaments. 

 Create a program called Tennis After Campus for the players who participate Tennis 
On Campus to transition into. 

 Work more on the Adult Pathway 

 Advertise the different types of adult tournaments at Tournament Director (“TD”) 
workshops to get TDs to host. 

 Ask TDs for innovative ideas at TD workshops  

 Team Tournaments 

 Create events for certain age groups such as 30 and under, 35 and under, etc.   
 
Chrissie informed the Committee that the next steps would be for staff to review the ideas 
and to give their input and to work with marking to start advertising.   
 
Next Meeting: December 
 
Meeting adjourned: 9:00 pm 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Michelle Wilson, Adult Tournaments Coordinator 
 


