
Adult Tournament Committee 
August 8, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conference Call 
 

NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the Committee and all Committee decisions are subject to 
final approval by the Board. 
 
Committee Members Present: Chrissie Costamagna (chair), Betty Cookson, Steve Cornell, Brian Cory, 
Jeff Heely, Bill Johnston, Marilyn Morrell-Kristal, Andrea Norman, John Togasaki 
 
Staff Members Present: Michelle Wilson 
 
Chrissie Costamagna, chair of the Adult Tournament Committee (“ATC” or the “Committee”), called the 
meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
1. 2017 Operating Plan/Budget 
 
The 2017 Operating plan was shared with the ATC to update the committee on 2017 goals and what has 
been accomplished in 2016 so far.  Chrissie informed the committee that the Budget Committee will be 
meeting in September to review the 2017 budgets. 
 
2. Gen Gap / Family ROG Tournaments Update 
 
Jeff Heely gave a recap of the Gen Gap event that occurred on June 25.  He informed the committee 
that it was a successful event that included 24 juniors and 24 adults.  A team tennis format was played.   
 
Steve Cornell informed the committee regarding the upcoming Gen Gap Tournament on August 27-28 
and Family Orange and Green Ball Tournament on August 28 at Stanford.  The committee was asked to 
help promote the pilot tournaments to anyone that may be interested.  It was also mentioned that 
these tournaments are being advertised on the NorCal website and in monthly emails.   
 
3. Upcoming Events 
 

A. Intersectionals 
Chrissie informed the committee that there will be a 35,45, 65, and 75 team that will be 
representing NorCal at the 2016 USTA National Women’s Intersectional Team Event in San 
Antonio in November. 
 

B. North South 
Betty Cookson gave an update on the 2016 North South event.  She mentioned that the event 
will occur on October 3-4 at Copper River Country Club and that Southern California is the host 
this year.  She also mentioned that Bud Travers is the overall captain of the North and is working 
hard with his captains to recruit the NorCal teams. 
 

C. Grand Prix 
Michelle Wilson updated the committee regarding the 2016 Adult Grand Prix.  The 2016 Adult 
Grand Prix will be at Gold River Racquet Club on October 14-16 and will include NTRP, Senior 
and Open events.  It was also mentioned that the 2016 Adult Grand Prix has been designated as a 
National Category III tournament for the senior events. 
 

4. Tournament Summit Update 
 
Chrissie informed the committee that the Tournament Summit is still on the schedule and will start up 
after the Annual Meeting. 



5. Website changes/Social Media 
 
The committee was informed that NorCal will be creating a page/blog for senior players to go and read 
about current information and events.  It mentioned that volunteers would need to write articles for 
this blog.  The committee will also be checking with others that have current pages to see if we could 
link to their pages.  
 
6. Rule Changes 
 

A. Proposed Amendment to the Ranking Rules 
 
After doing some research on the current ranking rules and players rankings, the adult 
tournament ranking rules sub-committee presented a proposal to the ATC regarding amending 
the ranking rules to have only one set of rankings for everything throughout the year as opposed 
to having two.  Currently Adult Tournaments use different ranking lists and criteria for the Grand 
Prix Points Race and the year-end rankings.  A number of players have expressed a sense of 
confusion with there being two ranking lists.    
 
This proposed amendment to the rankings rules was then tabled to a future meeting. 
 

 
B. Limited Draw Tournaments 

 
The committee reviewed the current rule regarding limited draw tournaments in the Adult 
Tournament Rules.  The current rule states that in a limited draw Adult Tournament, the 
Tournament Committee may select up to 25% of the entries of each draw at their own discretion 
and the remaining 75% of the entries shall be selected by lot.  It was brought to the committees 
attention that a number of concerns have been received regarding this rule for Gold Cup Series 
tournaments, including concerns regarding top ranked players not being able to get in and Gold 
Cup Series Award contenders possibly not being able to get in.  To be the Gold Cup Series 
champion a player must win all the Gold Cup Series Tournaments and the Grand Prix in the same 
event during the same season.  
 
After discussion, the following motion was duly made and seconded: RESOLVED, that effective 
immediately, the Committee hereby approves revising the rule as follows to allow the hosting 
organization to select 25% of the draw, have 25% of the entries be selected using the most 
recently published Grand Prix Points Race List of the division in the order the players are listed; 
and the remaining 50%, and if there are any remaining spots not selected by rank or at the 
discretion of the Tournament Committee, shall be selected by lot. (new language is underlined, 
deleted language is stricken through): 

 
6. Limited Draw Tournaments.   

a. NTRP Gold Cup Series Tournaments and NTRP Tournaments of the Year. In a limited draw, 
NTRP Tournaments of the Year and NTRP Gold Cup Series Tournaments players/teams shall be 
selected as follows: 

• 25% of the draw shall be selected using the most recently published Grand Prix Points Race 
List of the division in the order the players are listed; 
• 25% of the draw may be selected at the discretion of the Tournament Committee; and 
• the remaining 50%, and if there are any remaining spots not selected by rank or at the 
discretion of the Tournament Committee, shall be selected by lot. 
Doubles and Mixed Doubles teams will be selected based their combined ranking using the 
most recently published Individual Doubles Grand Prix Points Race List for the division of the 
event. 

b. All other tournaments.  In all other limited draw Adult Tournaments, the Tournament 
Committee may select up to 25% of the entriesplayers/teams offor each draw at their own 
discretion.  All other players/teams for each draw  and the remaining 75% of the entries shall be 



selected by lot.  In the event the Tournament Committee selects fewer than 25% of the entries, all 
remaining entries shall be selected by lot. 

 
 

This motion was approved 8-0. 
 

Rationale 
 

By changing the limited draw rule to 25% of the players being selected according to the Grand 
Prix Points Race List, 25% selected by the tournament committee and the remaining 50% 
determined by lot, a number of ranked players will be guaranteed a spot in the tournament if 
they enter, the tournament committee can still select their 25% and 50% of the draw will still be 
selected randomly. 

 
 

C. Entry Limitation on Players regarding Adult 30, Senior, and Family Divisions  
 
The Committee reviewed the entry limitation on players pertaining to the Adult 30, Senior, and 
Family Divisions.  The current rule only allows players to play in two events in addition to one 
mixed doubles event and/or family event.  The committee was informed that there are now 
some players who would like to play 3 events between singles and gender doubles and that some 
of the tournaments are able to accommodate that.   
 
After discussion, the following motion was duly made and seconded: RESOLVED, that effective 
immediately, the Committee hereby approves revising the rule as follows to allow the 
tournament committee to limit the entries as they see fit for the Adult 30, Senior, and Family 
Divisions.  (new language is underlined, deleted language is stricken through): 

 
 
11. Entry Limitation on Players.   

a. NTRP Divisions. Players in NTRP Divisions are limited to entering one singles event, one 
doubles event, and one mixed doubles event. A Tournament Committee may further limit the 
number of events a player can enter if the limit is published to the tournament website by the 
time entries open. Tournament Committees will determine whether a player's entries may be in 
more than one division and will publish that information to the tournament website by the time 
entries open. 
b. Adult 30, Senior, and Family Divisions.  A Tournament Committee may limit the number of 
events a player can enter if the limit is published to the tournament website by the time entries 
open. If no limit is published, there is no limit to the number of events that may be entered. 
Players in Adult 30, Senior and Family divisions are limited to two events, in addition to one Mixed 
Doubles and/or family Doubles. 
c. Adult Open Divisions. Players in the Adult Open division may play singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles, if offered. A Tournament Committee may further limit the number of events a 
player can enter if the limit is published to the tournament website by to the time entries open. 
d. Wheelchair Divisions.  There is no limit on the number of events entered. 

 
 
This motion was approved 8-0. 

 
Rationale 

 
By lifting entry limitation for Adult 30, Senior, and Family Divisions and leaving it up to the 
tournament committee to determine their own entry limitations it is promoting more play. 

 
  

D. One Day Tournaments 



 
The committee discussed the growth and success of one day tournaments in the NorCal section.  
It was mentioned that there are now organizations that are starting to host pilot singles events 
at one day tournaments and how there is interest in singles as well.  It was proposed that the 
one day doubles tournament rules in the NorCal Adult Tournament rules be the rules for all 
sanctioned one day tournaments whether singles or doubles are played.   
 
After discussion, the following motion was duly made and seconded: RESOLVED, that effective 
immediately, the Committee hereby approves revising the one day doubles tournament rules to 
be the rules for all one day sanctioned tournaments as follows(new language is underlined, 
deleted language is stricken through): 
 
28. One-Day Doubles Tournaments.  Below are special provisions for one-day singles and/or doubles 
tournaments.  Except as provided below, these tournaments shall comply with all other Adult Tournament 
Rules and Sanction Rules: 
 

This motion was approved 8-0. 
 

Rationale 
 

This rule is being changed to clarify that the one day tournament rules in the Adult Tournament 
Rules are for all sanctioned adult one day tournaments. 
 
 

E. One Day Tournaments – Maximum Entry Fees 
 
The committee also discussed the current entry fee cap for one day tournaments.  They 
discussed the cost of hosting a one day tournament vs. entry fees for the players. 
 
After discussion, the following motion was duly made and seconded: RESOLVED, that effective 
immediately, the Committee hereby approves revising the one day tournament maximum entry 
fee rule to $30 per player for doubles and $35 per player for singles as follows (new language is 
underlined, deleted language is stricken through): 
 
 
28. One-Day Tournaments.  Below are special provisions for one-day singles and/or doubles 
tournaments.  Except as provided below, these tournaments shall comply with all other Adult Tournament 
Rules and Sanction Rules: 

a. Maximum Entry Fee.  The maximum entry fee for a one-day doubles tournament shall be 
$25 30 per player in doubles and $35 per player in singles. 
 
 

This motion was approved 8-0. 
 

Rationale 
 

This is the first time the maximum entry fee limit has been raised.  It takes in to account the 
cost of hosting a one day tournament and the cost of inflation.  Even if the maximum entry fee 
limit is raised, the organizations can still charge a lower entry fee.   
 

F. Gold Cup Series and Tournament of the Year Criteria 
 
Chrissie informed the ATC that the criteria for being designated a Gold Cup Series Tournament 
or Tournament of the Year tournament will be moved from the Adult Tournament Ranking Rules 
to the Adult Tournament Rules.   



 
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:53 pm 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Michelle Wilson, Adult Tournaments Coordinator 
 
 


