
Minutes of the USTA NorCal 
Adult Tournament Committee Conference Call     
Monday, August 5, 2019 

 
 

 

NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all committee decisions are 
subject to final approval by the Board. 
 
Committee Members Present: Joanna Broda-Schunck, Betty Cookson, Steve Cornell (chair), 
Chrissie Costamagna, Mark Fairchilds, Amina Halsey, Scott Howard, John Togasaki, and Bryan 
Welsh 
 
Committee Members Absent: Anna Elefant and Ray Rockwell 
 
Staff Members Present: Michelle Wilson  
 
Steve Cornell, chair of the Adult Tournament Committee (“ATC” or the “Committee”), called 
the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. and roll call was conducted 
 
 
1. Approval of June 3, 2019 Committee Minutes 
 
Steve called attention to the previously distributed minutes.  After review, the following 
motion was duly made and seconded:  
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the June 3, 2019 meeting be approved. 
 
The motion was approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 1 abstention. 
 
2. Adult Tournament Alignment Proposal 
 
Chrissie informed the Committee that, at a meeting earlier this year, it was decided to have 
one national ranking system for tournament players.  There is a sub-committee that is 
currently working on this. Chrissie explained to the ATC that having one national ranking 
system for tournament players would make tournaments easier to understand as all sections 
would be on the same page as USTA National because there would only be one standardized 
points per round rankings.  With the change, there would also now be National rankings for 
the NTRP divisions.  The change would also help to create a pathway and make transitioning 
from junior tournaments to adult tournaments easier.   
 
3. Two 2020 National Category II Tournaments Approved 
 
The ATC was informed that the NorCal Sanctions and Schedules Committee approved the 
Pacific Coast Senior & Family Championship and the Marin Championships (National Category 
II).  The Committee was also made aware of what criteria is used when designating Category 
II and Super Category II tournaments. 
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4. Tournament Director Thank You Letters 
 
Steve and Michelle updated the Committee on thank you letters that are now being sent out 
to tournament directors to thank them for hosting a tournament.  The letter also invites the 
tournament directors to make suggestions on what the Adult Tournament Committee could do 
to make events better and increase participation.  Any suggestions received will be forwarded 
to the Adult Tournament Committee for their review.    
 
5. Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament 
 
Michelle shared with the Committee that the 2019 Tri-Level Mixed Team Tournament at In 
Shape Rancho Solano went well.  She also shared some of the concerns from the event such as 
allowing self-rated players and allowing teams that are not full to add players at any time, 
including right before the finals.  It was also mentioned that staff is starting to look at dates 
and locations for the 2020 tournament. 
 
John Togasaki joined the call at 8:10pm 
 
6. 75 Mile Rule/Limited Draws 
 
The ATC reviewed the 75 mile rule for Adult Open tournaments in regards to limited draws.  It 
was brought to the Committees attention that there have been Adult Open tournaments with 
limited draws that have had to decline some entries because the tournament had a limited 
draws and entries exceeded the limit.  The Committee discussed if there should be a waiver 
to the 75 mile rule when there are limited draw tournaments sanctioned on a date block.  
After discussion, the ATC felt more time and information was needed before making a 
decision.  The 75 mile rule/limited draws discussion was tabled to another meeting after 
more information regarding this topic could be obtained.   
 
Mark Fairchilds joined the call at 8:55pm 
 
7. Review of Letter Submitted by a Concerned Player 
 
The ATC reviewed a letter that was submitted by a player with concerns regarding 
tournaments (including Gold Cup and TOY’s) not allowing players to play in two doubles 
events.  The Committee discussed the concerns.  After much discussion, the Committee 
decided that while the ATC encourages tournaments to allow players to enter as many events 
as the tournament feels it can handle that is within the rules, limiting the number of events a 
player can play is a tournament’s decision as they know their facility better than anyone else. 
There are a number of things that affect scheduling and the number of events and types of 
events a player can enter such as the number of courts and whether the venue has lights.  
 
8. ROG Family Team Tournament 
 

A. Sunday, September 1 – Fremont Tennis Center 
Steve and Michelle reminded the ATC that the next ROG Family Team Tournament will 
be at Fremont Tennis Center on Sunday, September 1 and volunteers are needed.   
 
 
 



 
B. November ROG Family Team Tournament 

Michelle reported to the Committee that a site still needs to be secured for the ROG 
Family Team Tournament in November and once a site has been secured the ATC 
would be informed of the date and place of the event. 
 

9. Adult Grand Prix  
 
Michelle gave an update on the 2019 Grand Prix and informed the Committee that entries 
were going to open soon. 
 
Meeting adjourned: 9:21 pm 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Michelle Wilson, Adult Tournaments Coordinator 
 


