
  Minutes of the USTA NorCal Junior Team Tennis Committee Meeting 
                 Friday, April 8th 2016 
 
NOTE:  All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all committee decisions are subject to final approval 
by the USTA NorCal Board 
 
Mark Fairchilds, chair of the JTT Committee called the meeting to order at 12:30pm and roll call was conducted. 
 

Committee Members Present:  Mark Fairchilds (chair), Tan Truong, Tim Sunderland, Rosie Bareis, Caryn Cranston, 

Cris Bacharach 
 

USTA Staff Present:  Darren Wenger, Junior Team Tennis Specialist; Summer Verhoeven, Manager of Junior Play. 
 

Committee Members Absent:  Nathan Ganesh, Bill Weber, Judy Newman 
  

1. Approval of Minutes 
The committee considered approval of the minutes of the meeting held on March 18, 2016. The following 
motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously approved by a vote of 5 in favor, none opposed, and no 
abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the JTT Committee meeting held March 18, 2016 be approved as 
presented. 
 

2. Staff Report 

 Local league concerns presented by coaches:  Darren Wenger reported a few concerns that have been 
brought up by coaches during the spring season.  

 The first concern was in relation to teams that do not have a home facility and play travel 
matches only. Currently there is not a rule in place that requires a JTT team to have a home 
site in order to participate. Some coaches have expressed concern that this is leading to 
other teams having to host more matches at their facilities, which is increasing their cost to 
reserve and rent courts. Travel teams are currently not providing balls, snacks, or financial 
assistance to the teams that are hosting more matches. The programs/teams that have to 
host more matches, typically field multiple teams.  However, having to host more and more 
matches due to other teams not having home courts is leading some coaches/programs to 
consider fielding less teams in the future. At this time the committee would like to address 
these concerns by creating local area rules agreed upon by the coaches in that area rather 
than a section rule to require home courts in order to field a team. 

 The second concern was regarding match start times. During the spring season some coaches 
have asked if it is within the rules to play JTT matches at 5pm or 6pm on a Sunday afternoon. 
Committee discussed adopting the USTA tournament rules regarding start times depending 
on the day. Sunday match days were discussed in detail regarding starting matches after 
4pm. Committee will look into adopting a rule similar to tournaments on future calls. 

 The third concern was in relation to rest time in between rounds of matches in the gender 
neutral divisions (12U). Due to the format played, there are situations where a player may 
play in 3-4 matches in a row. The format played is 1 short set with no-ad scoring. Committee 
did not believe a rule needs to be created at this time since this is primarily caused by 
coaches deciding to play some of their stronger players multiple times in matches, while not 
allowing other players on the team to play in as many matches. 
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 Sportsmanship:  Summer Verhoeven discussed the need for the committee to start thinking about new 
ways to create better sportsmanship at JTT matches and events. The committee is tasked with creating 
new ways to recognize sportsmanship in JTT. A few committee members offered recommendations  
which included giving out sportsmanship pins (similar to what occurs at JTT Nationals), reading a player 
sportsmanship oath at championship events, and recognizing JTT coaches. Committee will continue to 
discuss sportsmanship recommendations on future calls. 

 Looking Ahead/Important Dates:  Darren Wenger discussed important upcoming dates and how it relates 
to the committee. This included summer league registration, section championship events, and an 
update regarding the NTRP Junior Ratings and Youth Progression launch dates. 

 
3. USTA NorCal JTT Section Championships (Spring/Fall) – Individual Timed Matches – Breaking Ties 

The committee discussed a change to the 2016 USTA NorCal JTT Spring and Fall Section Championships rules 
and regulations regarding individual timed matches and how a winner is determined. For all 12U gender 
neutral divisions the match format is 4 rounds of timed matches. There are circumstances where individual 
matches end in a tie due to time being called. The rationale for this decision is that TDM (TennisLink) does 
not allow you to enter a sanctioned tournament match result without having an individual winner of the 
match. 

 
Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded and approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 
none opposed and no abstentions: 

 
RESOLVED: If an individual match ends with a tie on games during a timed match, one additional point will be 
played to determine the winner of the match. The player due to serve the next game shall serve the point 
and whoever wins the point will be awarded 1 additional game. 
 
Rationale:  TDM (TennisLink) does not allow you to enter a sanctioned tournament match result without 
having an individual winner of the match.  

 
4. USTA NorCal JTT Section Championships (Spring/Fall) – Doubles Strength Order 

The committee discussed a change to the 2016 USTA NorCal JTT Spring and Fall Section Championships rules 
and regulations regarding order of strength in doubles matches. Individual matches are played by strength 
order for singles; however coaches can choose their own doubles pairings in any combination. This allows 
coaches to potentially play their strongest doubles team in a different round than their opponent’s strongest 
doubles team, which is leading to non-competitive matches based on level. By creating a level based play rule 
regarding doubles matches, this would help create more level based play for each team match. 
 
Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded and approved by a vote of 5 in favor, 
none opposed and no abstentions: 

 
RESOLVED: Teams/players will be required to play their doubles matches in order of strength, starting with 
Round 1 as the least experienced doubles pairing and ending with Round 4 as the most experienced doubles 
pairing.   

 
Rationale:  After running the Spring/Fall JTT Section Championships for the last 3 years, there have been a 
number of situations where some coaches have played their stronger players in doubles pairings multiple 
times without having to play in a certain order.  This has led to uneven match ups in individual doubles 
matches. Committee believes that this rule will help address the issue of stacking and would create an 
environment for more level based play for each team match. 
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5. USTA NorCal JTT Section Championships (Spring/Fall) – Player Substitutions 

Darren recommended the need to address player substitution requests by teams that advance to the 
Section Championships in the spring and the fall season. There is a substitution rule in place for the 
Summer JTT Section Championships, however there was never a rule voted on by committee regarding 
the Spring and Fall JTT Section Championships. The rationale behind this recommendation is to create 
unity between all JTT Section Championship events and how player substitution requests are addressed. 
 
Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded and approved by a vote of 5 in 
favor, none opposed and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED: That the following player substitution rule be added to the USTA NorCal Spring and Fall 
JTT Section Championship rules and regulations. 
 

 
Rationale:  The rationale behind this decision is to create unity between all JTT Section       
Championship events and how player substitution requests are addressed.  Currently there are 
different substitution rules for different events which could lead to confusion between 
parents/players/coaches when organizing a team for JTT Section Championship events. 
 

Player Substitution Rule:  
 The team requesting a substitution must have 8 or fewer rostered players at the end of the season for 

their team.  (Identified by unique Team ID Number) 

 The team, for whatever reason, cannot meet the 4 player minimum required for Sectionals 

 Teams may only make one substitution per team 

 If a player is on a team that qualified for Sectionals and that team accepts the invitation to play in the 
event, that player will not be eligible to join another team as a substitute 

o The only case in which this would be allowed, is if their original team declines the invitation 
to play at the Section Championships 

o If a team declines the invitation, a notification will be sent to that team captain notifying 
them that their players are now eligible as substitutions for other teams 

 The first attempt to find a substitute must come from your own facility/program. If a program has 
multiple teams in the same age division (Ex:  Team A and a Team B), you must make an effort to pull a 
substitute from those teams 

o If you only field one team from your facility/program or if none of the players from your other 
teams can play, then you will be allowed to sub from another facility/programs team within 
your league 

 The substitute player must satisfy the following requirements: 
1. Rostered on another team within your league 
2. Must have played 2 team matches throughout the season for their original team 

1. (1 match of which can be a default) 
3. The substitute player can only compete at the level in which they played during the local 

season 
b. The substitute player must be at the same level or below the level of the player they are replacing. JTT 

staff will use the following criteria when determining if the substitution is comparable: 
1. Local league play results 
2. Rankings/Tournament Results 
3. Coach Feedback 

 
 
Call Ended at 1:30pm 
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