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Minutes of the USTA NorCal Junior Council Meeting 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020 

 
NOTE: These minutes were approved by Junior Council on September 30, 2020.  The resolutions in items #5, #6, 

and #7 were by the USTA NorCal Board on August 19, 2020.  The resolution in item #8 was approved by 
the USTA NorCal Board as part of the Committee Decision process effective August 26, 2020. 

 

Andrea Norman, chair of the Junior Council, called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and roll call was conducted. 
The meeting was held by Google Meet video conference. 
 

Committee Members Present: Andrea Norman (chair), Jim Coyne, Ray Bilsey*, Doug Nau and Craig Pasqua. 
*Ray Bilsey joined the meeting as noted in the minutes. 
 

USTA NorCal Staff Present: Tommy Tu, Manager - Junior Competition; Beth Workeneh, Manager - Junior 
Competition 
 
1. Chair Report 
 

• New Members:  Andrea introduced and welcomed the new Junior Council members Jim Coyne and Craig 
Pasqua who had been appointed by Kevin Pope since the last meeting. 

 

• July 22, 2020 Committee Decision:  Andrea reported that the Executive Committee approved the Council’s 
resolution related to the coding of matches during COVID-19. 

 

• Update on COVID-19 Safety Guidelines:  Andrea reported that the Executive Committee approved a new 
version of the COVID-19 Safety Guidelines on July 28, 2020 (a copy of which was included in the meeting 
packet) and it was distributed to players and administrators that day. 

 
• 2021 NorCal Junior Competitive Structure Update:  Andrea reported that a Junior Regulations Committee was 

created to take a close examination the National Regulations and the NorCal Junior Rules and propose 
adjustments that were needed to bring the NorCal Rules into conformity with the National Regulations.  Josh 
Conlin, Kevin Pope and Andrea comprised that group and worked with the three junior staff members on the 
project.  Those proposals will be going before the Board on August 19th.  Some of the decisions were for 
conformity, others came out of discussions during the Committee meeting.  Examples included: 
• 8-game pro set doubles formats were changed to Short Sets with a Match TB in lieu of a 3rd; 
• Assignment of the Super Series as the 4 Open Level 4s and to ensure good NorCal representation, the 16 

and 12 divisions were added; 
• Use of whatever rating system the USTA builds into Serve Tennis; and 
• Strict policies on how short a match format can be shortened in the event of inclement weather or safety 

concerns. 
Craig Pasqua inquired about the status of submitting sanctions for 2021 tournaments.  Tommy Tu reported 
that staff is awaiting the results from the August 19th Board Meeting at which the new structures for both 
Juniors and Adults will be up for a vote.  Following that meeting, staff will take the steps necessary to begin 
the sanctioning process. 

 
Ray Bilsey joined the meeting during the discussion on the 2020 Tournament Calendar. 

 
2. 2020 Tournament Calendar.  Andrea directed the Council’s attention to the calendar showing the remaining 

months of the year including the Sectional Championships, Excellence and Championship Tournaments, Super 
Series, and UTR Round Robins currently scheduled.  Over the next four weeks, two consecutive Excellence 
tournaments will be held, the first of which is the rescheduled singles events from the May Excellence.  
Tommy reported that staff had been advised earlier in the day that doubles will not resume before October, 
requiring the rescheduling of the Doubles Sectionals.  The calendar also showed the six additional SAT and 
ACT test dates added for 2020.  Staff is working with current sanction holders and new sites and directors to 
hold as many of the events scheduled as possible, as well as additional tournaments that the USTA may be 
permitting Sections to hold. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes.  The Council considered approval of the minutes of the meeting held July 22, 2020.  

The following motion was duly made by Doug Nau, seconded by Ray Bilsey, and approved by a vote of 4 in 
favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Junior Council meeting held July 22, 2020 be approved as presented. 
 

4. Request for Adjustment of Rules to Enable 2020 Tournaments to be Held During COVID-19.  Andrea 
reported that the USTA NorCal Junior Tournament Rules require specific draw sizes, draw formats and match 



Page 2 of 3 

formats for many of its tournaments.  Additionally, in some cases they provide for a specific duration.  There is 
also a minimum official’s requirement for each type junior tournaments.  Currently the staff is working to 
rescheduled many tournaments, particularly the higher level events that have stricter rules.  Many of these 
tournaments are changing dates and sites and organizers are stepping up to run events they weren’t 
previously scheduled to host.  The Council discussed whether it would favor giving the NorCal staff the ability 
to make adjustments to the various rules to enable tournaments to take place.  Following discussion, the 
following motion was duly made by Craig Pasqua, seconded by Jim Coyne, and approved by a vote of 4 in 
favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That, effective immediately for 2020 tournaments only, the NorCal Junior Staff, in 
consultation with the Chair of Junior Council, is hereby given the authority to adjust draw sizes (including 
imposing draw limits), draw formats, match formats, durations, and to cancel or separate out doubles 
events, to enable NorCal to re-schedule and/or re-locate as many tournaments as possible that have been 
impacted by COVID-19. 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER: That, effective immediately for 2020 tournaments only, the NorCal Junior Staff will 
be permitted to relax the officials’ requirement for junior tournaments, except that every tournament will 
be required to have a person serving in the role of Referee. 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER: That, effective immediately for 2020 tournaments only, the USTA NorCal staff will 
be permitted to relax the minimum rest requirement between consecutive singles matches to no less than 
30 minutes and between consecutive doubles matches to no less than 15 minutes, and that if the minimum 
rest is shortened, this information must be posted to the tournament website and sent in an informational 
email to the players before the start of the tournament. 
 

Following the vote, the members requested that a statement be added to the minutes to emphasize that if 
these resolutions are approved, the staff and Chair are asked to show restraint when considering the 
shortening of main draw match formats for Sectional Championships and Excellence Tournaments. 
 

5. Re-Start of the NorCal Final Ranking List.  Andrea reminded the members that the USTA NorCal Junior 
Ranking Rules require the Final Combined Ranking Lists to be published monthly based on the past 12 months 
of results.  The suspension in play due to COVID-19 resulted in 24 weeks of no tournament play and no lists 
were published.  If NorCal was to republish with the 12-month rolling period, approximately 4.5 months of 
results for every player would roll off, resulting in disruption to the lists.  The Council reviewed a summary 
report illustrating the disruption that would occur. 
 

The consensus of the Council was to maintain a full 12 months of results on the lists through the end of 2020 
by adding weeks to make up for the weeks of no play.  Ray Bilsey noted his belief that adding weeks was 
necessary and that NorCal should err on the side of supporting players trying to be safe, including those who 
may not want to re-start tournament play immediately.  Discussion took place as to whether adding the missed 
weeks only, or the missed weeks plus additional weeks should be added. 
 

Tommy reported that no new list was published to select and seed the first Excellence (August 15-16, 22-23).  
It was noted that a first publication date of August 24th will allow for results from that first Excellence results 
to roll on.  This first list would be used for selection and seeding of the second Excellence (August 29-30, 
September 5-6). 
 

Following the discussion, the following motion was duly made by Doug Nau, seconded by Jim Coyne, and 
approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That publication of the junior NorCal Final Combined Ranking Lists and Seeding Lists will 
resume on August 24, 2020. 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That effective with the first publication, and through the end of 2020, the rolling 
period of results set forth in the Rule 7 of the USTA NorCal Junior Ranking Rules is hereby lengthened 
from 12 months (52 weeks) to 76 weeks (back to March 12, 2019 for the first list). 

 

Following the vote, the members requested that in late September, following the two Excellence Tournaments 
and the Super Series/Championship UTR Round Robin weekend, new comparison lists be run and a summary 
report be prepared to determine whether any additional weeks should remain on players records to further 
minimize disruption. 
 

6. SAT & ACT Scheduling Avoidance Policy.  Andrea reminded the Council that Tournament Committees are 
required to accommodate scheduling avoidance requests for Excellence Tournaments and Sectional 
Championships by the NorCal SAT & ACT Scheduling Avoidance Policy that are submitted as described in the 
Policy.  Currently we have new organizers and sites running Sectionals and Excellence that overlap with SATs 
and securing courts for new and previously-sanctioned organizers is an ongoing challenge.  Compounded with 
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this, more SAT and ACT dates have been added to the 2020 calendar (the new dates are shown on the 
calendar distributed with the meeting packet).  The priority has been to identify organizers who are willing to 
help.  Members noted that the SAT and ACT are having a lessening importance in the college admissions 
process and this will likely continue to diminish over time. 
 

Following the discussion, the following motion was duly made by Jim Coyne, seconded by Craig Pasqua, and 
approved by a vote of 3 in favor, none opposed, and 1 abstention: 

 

RESOLVED:  That, effective for 2020 Excellence Tournaments and Sectional Championships only, 
• The provision of the USTA NorCal SAT and ACT Scheduling Avoidance Policy that requires 

accommodation of a scheduling avoidance request submitted pursuant to the Policy of the will become 
a guideline; and 

• A Tournament Committee will instead use its best efforts to accommodate scheduling requests 
submitted according to the Policy. 

 

Andrea announced that given the need for flexibility included in the rules adjustment, ranking list and SAT/ACT 
policy resolutions, these decisions would be submitted as an Action Item for consideration by the Board on 
August 19th. 
 

7. New Business:  Team NorCal and Other Training.  Ray Bilsey inquired about the Team NorCal and other 
training events that have taken place in 2019 and before and that have not been held in 2020, in part due to 
COVID-19.  There is a strong belief among a consensus of the members that such events provide excellent 
opportunities for camaraderie, player development, and sportsmanship.  While Council recognizes that most of 
these events require funding to be available in the 2021 budget, it felt strongly enough about their existence in 
the future to communicate this to the NorCal Board by way of this resolution. 
 

Following the discussion, the following motion was duly made by Doug Nau, seconded by Jim Coyne, and 
approved by a vote of 3 in favor, 1 opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the USTA NorCal Junior Council strongly recommends to the USTA NorCal Board that 
it supports the holding of team trainings and events in 2021 (such as Team NorCal, Zonals Workout, and 
Herb Cup) as it provides an excellent opportunity for camaraderie, player development, and 
sportsmanship. 

 
8. Future Meetings.  Andrea announced that the plan was to have approximately 2 meetings between now and 

the end of the term.  She will be in touch about possible dates. 
 
There being no further issues or discussion to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 pm. 


