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Minutes of the USTA NorCal Junior Council Meeting 
Tuesday, September 30, 2020 

 
NOTE: The resolutions in item #5 was by the USTA NorCal Board on October 21, 2020.  The resolutions items #4 

and #6-#12 were approved by the USTA NorCal Board as part of the Committee Decision process effective 
October 29, 2020. 

 

Andrea Norman, chair of the Junior Council, called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm and roll call was conducted. 
The meeting was held by Google Meet video conference. 
 

Committee Members Present: Andrea Norman (chair), Jim Coyne, Ray Bilsey*, Doug Nau and Craig Pasqua. 
*Ray Bilsey joined the meeting as noted in the minutes. 
 

USTA NorCal Staff Present: Tommy Tu, Manager - Junior Competition; Beth Workeneh, Manager - Junior 
Competition 
 
1. Chair Report 
 

• August 11, 2020 Committee Decision:  Andrea reported that the USTA Board approved the Council’s 
resolutions related to restarting play following COVID-19 suspension of tournaments, re-starting the ranking 
list, and making the SAT/ACT Policy a guideline through the end of 2020.  Additionally, there was no 
objection to the Council’s resolution in support of team training and became effective seven days following 
the Board meeting. 

 

• Board Approval - Wild Cards for 2020 Excellence and Sectionals:  Andrea reported that at the August Board 
Meeting there was an opportunity to report the impact the new Excellence selection process (without players 
selected based on ratings) had on the players.  Based on the findings that many top-ranked players who had 
aged up were not accepted, the Board approved up two 2 wild cards for the remaining Excellence Singles 
and/or Doubles Tournaments and Sectionals Doubles Tournament held in 2020.  This allowed several players 
to be accepted into the August/September Excellence and it is anticipated it will have a similar impact on the 
upcoming tournaments. 

 

• 2021 NorCal Junior Competitive Structure Update:  Andrea reported that the 2021 Junior Competitive 
Structure and tournament Calendar was also approved by the Board in August.  Included in the packet is a 
summary of the tournament levels, tournaments assigned to each level, and the placement of these 
tournaments on the 2021 calendar. 
 

• Restarting the National Standings List:  Andrea reported that the USTA approved the re-start of the National 
Standings List with dates and results as follows: 

 

NSL Date 16-Sep-20 23-Sep-20 30-Sep-20 7-Oct-20 14-Oct-20 21-Oct-20 28-Oct-20 4-Nov-20 

Fixed Start 20-Mar-19 3-Apr-19 17-Apr-19 1-May-19 15-May-19 29-May-19 12-Jun-19 3-Jul-19 

Fixed End 16-Sep-20 23-Sep-20 30-Sep-20 7-Oct-20 14-Oct-20 21-Oct-20 28-Oct-20 4-Nov-20 

Weeks 78 77 76 75 74 73 72 70 
         

NSL Date 11-Nov-20 18-Nov-20 25-Nov-20 2-Dec-20 9-Dec-20 16-Dec-20 23-Dec-20 30-Dec-20 

Fixed Start 24-Jul-19 14-Aug-19 4-Sep-19 25-Sep-19 16-Oct-19 6-Nov-19 27-Nov-19 18-Dec-19 

Fixed End 11-Nov-20 18-Nov-20 25-Nov-20 2-Dec-20 9-Dec-20 16-Dec-20 23-Dec-20 30-Dec-20 

Weeks 68 66 64 62 60 58 56 54 
 

Andrea noted two points of interest: 
• The USTA opted not to go with the philosophy adopted by NorCal and instead will roll off results gradually 

through the end of the year.  The first new list of 2021 will have results from calendar year 2020 only. 
• The December 2, 2020 list would be used for the National Winter Championships 

 
Ray Bilsey joined the meeting during the Chair’s report. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes.  The Council considered approval of the minutes of the meeting held August 11, 2020.  

The following motion was duly made by Doug Nau, seconded by Jim Coyne, and approved by a vote of 4 in 
favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Junior Council meeting held August 11, 2020 be approved as 
presented. 
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3. Staff Report 
 

• 2020 Tournament Calendar Updates:  Staff presented the calendar of tournaments for the remainder of 
2020, including the announcement that the Sectional Doubles Championship was cancelled because doubles 
cannot yet resume in NorCal.  The plan is to re-assess the doubles restriction in mid-October, with the hope 
of being able to resume doubles before the end of the month.  In place of the Sectional Doubles, the 
organizers have been offered to run a 2-day Championship tournament with the rules of an Open during the 
October 10-11 date block: Manteca will host the BG16 & 18 and Lafayette Tennis Club will host the BG12 & 
14.  These events are in addition to an Open being hosted by Sierra View Country Club. 
 

The members reviewed the date blocks and recommended that the Excellence Doubles tournament 
scheduled for November 28-29 be changed to the Sectional Doubles Championship.  Staff concurred and will 
be looking into that possibility. 
 

Craig Pasqua inquired about the number of Challenger tournaments on the schedule and reported feedback 
from players that there were too few.  Beth reported that the type of tournament that is taking place at the 
Open and Challenger level is dependent on organizers and what they are willing to host.  Additionally, there 
are several Challengers that staff is waiting to get final approvals on; should those come through, they will 
appear on the schedule. 
 

Overall, the staff is working hand in hand with the Sanction & Schedule Committee to get as many 
tournaments as possible on the schedule for the remainder of the year. 

 

• Communication Plan for the 2021 NorCal/National Structure:  The junior staff is collaborating with Summer 
Verhoeven and NorCal’s marketing department on an online presentation for players and other consumers 
about the 2021 structure and the changes are applicable to NorCal.  The current plan is to do a first 
presentation for Tournament Directors to educate them on the new structure and what is available for bid, 
with the goal of them being able to answer questions of the players.  Phase two will then be for the players, 
coaches and parents.  It will likely be a recorded presentation with follow up live Q&A sessions.  The 
webinars have not yet been scheduled, but when they are, there will be a significant marketing campaign to 
make sure we have good attendance. 

 

• 2021 Tournament Sanctioning Process:  The most current information is that the sanctioning bid process will 
begin in mid-October.  At this time the organizations and Tournament Directors that have run events in the 
past do not yet have the information on the new structure or tournament dates. 

 

• 2020 Eddie Herr ITF and USTA International Tournament Cancelled:  Staff reported that the USTA announced 
the cancellation of this November/December tournament by IMG. 

 

• Free Junior Memberships:  The USTA has recently announced that all junior memberships are now free.  
Membership is still required to play in sanctioned tournaments, but there is no longer a cost to become a 
member. 

 
4. Air Quality.  Andrea directed the Council’s attention to the packet of information air quality information 

provided by Darren Wenger and Bill Weber, the NorCal staff assigned to researching the various air quality 
policies and resources.  A significant amount of work has been done; however new questions have arisen since 
the distribution of the meeting packet, many from Junior Council members as well as Adult Tournament 
Committee (ATC) members to which answers are not currently known.  In lieu of an in-depth discussion, 
Darren, Andrea, and the chair of the ATC and came up with a plan to move the conversation forward: 
• As a member of the Friend at Court editorial group, Andrea will look into the possibility of air quality being 

addressed in the Emergency Care Guidelines section of the book. 
• Staff will be looking into the possibility of incorporating air quality into the language of the recently 

implemented COVID-19 waiver. 
• Because Council and the ATC make up a large group of people, and there are other committees that will 

likely need to provide feedback, such as Leagues and Officials, we are looking for 1-2 volunteers from Junior 
Council who might like to take a closer look at policy and/or guideline options and provide feedback to staff.   

• Consider adoption of a resolution, similar to the COVID-19 resolution approved in July, to ensure players with 
health concerns who withdraw because of air quality are not assessed penalties. 

 

The members expressed support for this approach.  Andrea asked that any member interested in collaborating 
with staff on air quality guidelines and policy let her know by October 5th. 
 

Following discussion on the appropriateness of allowing families to make health decisions about their children 
that do not negatively impact them, the following motion was duly made by Craig Pasqua, seconded by Ray 
Bilsey, and approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
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RESOLVED: That junior players who make a decision not to play in a tournament because of concerns 
over the air quality will have their match(es) coded on the draw sheet as a Withdrawal or Walkover for 
Personal Circumstances. Players who are sick will continue to have their match(es) coded on the draw 
sheet as a Withdrawal or Walkover due to Illness. 

 
5. Junior Flex Tournament Pilot.  Andrea directed the Council’s attention to the information in the meeting 

packet on Flex Tournaments.  Both Southwest and SoCal, as well as NorCal’s Adult Department have or will be 
running this new format.  NorCal just opened entries for the DIY Tournaments that will be held starting in 
October. 
 

As proposed, a NorCal Junior Flex Tournament offers level-based competition in an unconventional way.  
Rather than spending an entire weekend at a busy tournament site, players schedule and complete matches on 
their own time at a location of their choice over a 3-week period.  Multiple Flex Tournaments are held at the 
same time in separate designated regions.  Players may enter and play in only one of the tournaments, but 
players may compete in any tournament regardless of where they live.  All players and parents enter a FLEX 
Tournament with the understanding that collaboration and communication with fellow competitors, and 
outstanding sportsmanship, is key to success of this tournament.  Andrea has offered to run the first set of 
Flex Tournaments on a volunteer basis as a pilot under a NorCal sanction. 
 

The NorCal adult plan differs in that the winners of round robins will playoff in a semifinal and final round 
bracket on one day at a set location. 

 

Council members showed support for looking into innovative formats for play during COVID, and inquired 
about which players these pilots were intended.  Several members thought this format might be good for high 
school tennis players and perhaps would be less attractive to the higher-level of player.  Craig Pasqua who 
chairs the Diversity & Inclusion Committee commented that from a diversity perspective the low entry fee and 
flexibility in scheduling was a positive.  Andrea reported that the original intent was to give players already in 
our competitive pathway options for competing during this time when very few facilities are able to host 
tournaments, but the potential for this flexible format to attract players that might not otherwise play in more 
structured tournaments was an exciting possibility.  Members suggested marketing the pilots directly to high 
school and middle school tennis coaches and Craig suggested doing the same with the list of diverse coaches 
his Committee maintains. 

 

A concern was raised with respect to players having access to each other’s contact information, particularly if a 
negative incident takes place at a match.  Additionally, Craig noted that some players do not have an email 
address.  Andrea noted that the players would be signing a tournament contract giving permission to share 
their contact information with their opponents and that both an email and a telephone number would be 
shared, so that if a player did not have an email there would be the option to communicate by telephone.  
Andrea also acknowledged that collaboration among players and good sportsmanship would be a key to 
success of the pilot.  Southwest experienced a few negative incidents, but overall was happy with its pilot.  
Additionally, plans for the pilot include instructions on how to report poor sportsmanship as well as a post-
match sportsmanship evaluation that will promote good sportsmanship. 

 

Andrea reported that the Council and the Board had already given permission to try this format when it 
approved the re-scheduling and re-location of cancelled tournaments, including the changing of draw formats.  
This would be a replacement for the cancelled July UTR Championship Round Robin and UTR Open Round 
Robin.  However, it is unclear whether approval of this specific pilot is needed by the Committee or the Board, 
or that the sanctions would need to be approved by the Sanction & Schedule Committee.  These formal 
procedures were not required for the adult DIY Tournaments, except that the Adult tournament Committee 
voted in favor of its pilot.  To demonstrate support for this specific idea, and in case it is needed, it was 
suggested that Council approve a resolution so that if such a vote is required, it has been taken. 

 

Following additional discussion, the following motion was duly made by Ray Bilsey, seconded by Jim Coyne, 
and approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 
RESOLVED: That effective as soon as permitted by NorCal governance, Junior Council supports holding 
Flex Tournaments as follows: 
• Concurrent Flex Tournaments can be held in multiple Regions. 
• Events will be age blind and will be designated as Boys’ and Girls’ 18 Events. 
• Total number of players selected into the tournament will be divisible by 4. Players will be selected using 

the most recently available Universal Tennis Ratings and in an order that selects the highest rated 
players. 

• Accepted players will be grouped into 4-player round robins based on rating. 
• Players not accepted will be placed on an Alternate List that is ordered using the same method of 

selecting players.  The Alternate List will be used to replace withdrawing players. 



Page 4 of 7 

• The four draws with the highest rated boys and the four draws with the highest rated girls in each Region 
will earn Championship UTR Round Robin Points (62 points per win).  All other draws will earn Open UTR 
Round Robin Points (50 points per win).   

• Provided players do not withdraw, each player will play 3 singles matches.  No doubles will be played. 
• All matches will be the Best of 3 Tiebreak Sets. 
• A blanket approval for entry into one FLEX Tournament and an overlapping NorCal sanctioned junior 

tournament is granted to all players because matches may be played on non-weekend days; however, if 
a player is not able to play a match in a FLEX Tournament due to a concurrent entry, the player will play 
in the other tournament and the match in the FLEX Tournament will be recorded as a default, refusal to 
play. 

• Players arrange the match at an agreed-upon time and at a location within the Region that is convenient 
for both parties.  Matches may be played outside of the Region, but only if agreed to by both players.  
Players split the cost of court fees (if any) and provide their own cans of balls, marked with their 
name/initials. 

• No officials will be present and matches must be played according to The Code. 
• Entry fee of $15 per person ($12 actual entry fee; $3 TennisLink processing fee).  Non-refundable after 

entries close. 
• All players will must sign the COVID-19 Waiver and a FLEX Tournament Agreement by the posted 

deadline.  The agreement will include permission to share contact information with opponents for the 
purpose of setting up the matches. 

• Andrea Norman has volunteered to serve as a non-paid tournament director of the pilots under a NorCal 
sanction. 

 

Andrea announced that the members would receive a report on the pilot once the tournaments are completed.  
 

6. Singles Seeding.  Andrea directed the attention to the information in the meeting packet regarding the 2019 
seeding pilots that took place in 2019.  The committee discussed seeding philosophy and what it was looking 
for in terms of seeding when analyzing a draw after its completion.  It then looked at data from Championship, 
Excellence and Sectionals data going back to 2018, as well as Sections that used ratings to order their seeds.  
And finally, it reviewed the existing seeding policy. 

 

There was consensus that the ability to identify players for seeding using ratings improved the process as it 
allowed for strong players who recently aged up to be considered, a weakness of our current policy that relies 
on NorCal ranking at the top 50 national standing from the next-younger division, the latter of which becomes 
irrelevant on the day a player has a birthday that moves them from one division to the older.  There was also a 
discussion as to whether having a subjective or an objective method to seed was preferred.  Tommy reported 
that in the past when the subjective policy was used there were complaints as the decisions are open to 
multiple interpretations, and that an objective policy would help both the Tournament Committees as well as 
the players as there would be a clear understanding of how the seeding would be done. 

 

There was discussion on whether the Championships should be included in the events that would consider 
ratings.  At this time because ratings may not be available in Serve Tennis in January, it was decided to have 
the hybrid ratings and rankings method apply only to Sectionals and Excellence. 

 

It was also discussed whether the new method could be effective immediately.  In looking at the date of the 
next NorCal Board meeting, it was determined this resolution, if approved by the Board, would be in place too 
late to impact any 2020 tournaments. 
 

Following the discussion, the following motion was duly made by Doug Nau, seconded by Jim Coyne, and 
approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations will be amended to 
provide that seeding of singles events in the Sectional Championships and Excellence Tournaments will be 
done as follows: 
 

Seeding for the singles events at Sectional Championships and Excellence Tournaments will be done as 
follows: 
• The group of players to be seeded will be identified as follows: 

1. Standings.  1/2 of the seeds will be selected from the most recently published National Standings 
Lists of the division, in the order in which their names appear on the list. 

2. Ratings: Up to 1/2 of the seeds will be selected based on each player’s rating as follows:  the 
players with the highest ratings will be selected, provided a player’s rating is higher than the lowest 
rated player selected under step #1 above.  In the event two players have the same rating, a tie 
will be broken based on the players’ standings on the National Standings Lists used under step #1. 
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3. Vacancies and Alternates:  If fewer than 1/2 of the number of seeds meet the rating criteria in 
step #2, the remaining players to be seeded will be selected from the National Standings Lists used 
to select players under step #1 in the order in which their names appear on the list. 

• Seeds will be ordered using the National Standings Lists used to select players under step #1 in the 
order in which their names appear on the list. 

• Seeds 1-4 will be seeded numerically.  Seeds 5-8 will be seeded alphabetically as the #5 seed.  Seeds 
9-16 will be seeded alphabetically as the #9 seed. 

 
SEEDING RULE COMMENTS FOR REGULATIONS: 
• UTR will be the ratings system used until the USTA builds in a specific rating system into Serve Tennis. 
• The number of seeds will be determined as set forth in the USTA Regulations: The number of players 

seeded shall equal a power of two (for example, 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, or 32). The maximum ratio of players 
seeded shall be one to three, except that any draw may have one or two seeds. 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That players will be seeded for singles events all other tournaments (except the 
Level 5, 6 and 7 Ratings Round Robins that are not seeded, and Open Level 4 Super Series Tournaments 
that are seeded using ratings) using the most recently publish National Standings List of the division, in the 
order in which their names appear on the list. 

 
7. Breaking Ties When Selecting for Ratings Round Robins.  In the process of incorporating the new 2021 

rules into the Regulations, it was discovered that there is no process for breaking ties when selection players 
for and grouping players into round robins at the various Ratings Round Robin tournaments (Level 5, 6 and 7). 

 

For transparency, and to be consistent with how selection is done at Super Series, the following motion was 
duly made by Craig Pasqua, seconded by Ray Bilsey, and approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and 
no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations will be amended to break 
ties at the Level 5 Championship Ratings Round Robins, the Level 6 Open Round Robins, and the Level 7 
Challenger Round Robins in the same manner as at the Open Level 4 Super Series as follows: 
 

The players’ highest rank on the 18 Division list will be used. If both players do not appear on the 18 
Division list, the 16 Division list will be used. If both players do not appear on the 16 Division list, the 14 
Division list will be used. If both players do not appear on the 14 Division list, the 12 Division list will be 
used. 

 
8. Elimination of Wild Card Application Requirement.  When the USTA Board approved up to 2 wild cards for 

Sectionals Doubles and Excellence (Singles and Stand-Alone Doubles) for the remainder of 2020, a 
requirement that a wild card application be completed was not required.  An application is required for: 
• Singles Sectionals; and 
• Representing NorCal on a Team (National Team, Intersectionals, Zonals) 
For the recently held Excellence that did not require an application, the members of the Wild Card Committee 
discussed the application requirement for other tournaments and concluded: 
• Not requiring an application gave the Wild Card Committee the freedom to consider all timely entries, 

something it can’t do with the required application. 
• Generally, wild cards are awarded to improve the strength of a draw and ranking, rating and head-to-head 

results are considered.  Great consideration is given to players who would not be accepted as the result of 
awarding wild cards.  Information provided in wild card applications rarely if ever takes precedence over this 
data. 

• The application process requires a timely entry and elimination of the application does not narrow the 
opportunity to be considered, but instead expands it. 

 

Following the discussion, the following motion was duly made by Craig Pasqua, seconded by Jim Coyne, and 
approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations related to wild cards and 
other wild card policies will be amended to remove the application from the process and allow for any 
player with a timely entry to be considered for a wild card. 

 
9. Continuation Wild Cards for Stand-Alone Doubles Excellence Tournaments and Stand-Alone Doubles 

Sectional Championships.  As previously reported, the USTA NorCal Board approved up to 2 wild cards for 
the stand-alone Sectionals Doubles and Excellence Doubles tournaments through the end of 2020.  As 
currently approved for 2021, these wild cards would be eliminated next year, but the Council determined it 
would like them to continue. 
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Following discussion, the following motion was duly made by Doug Nau, seconded by Ray Bilsey, and 
approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations will be amended to 
include up to 2 wild card teams in a stand-alone Level 3 Sectional Championship (Closed) and a stand-
alone Level 4 Excellence Doubles Tournament (Open and Closed). 

 
10. Simplification of Team Selection Rules.  The USTA NorCal Junior Regulations effective January 1, 2021 

retained the same policy on how to order teams for the purpose of selection as follows: 
• first, teams are ordered based on highest combined standings using the most recently published National 

Doubles Seeding List; and 
• second, tied teams are ordered based on highest combined doubles ranking points. 
The second step differs from National policy which orders tied teams based on the team with the player that 
has the highest doubles standing.  Craig noted that the national policy is the same way in which high school 
doubles teams are seeded. 
 
In order to simplify the process (by not requiring research on actual ranking points) and for consistency with 
national procedures, the following motion was duly made by Ray Bilsey, seconded by Craig Pasqua, and 
approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations for selecting doubles 
teams will be amended as follows: 
• Teams are ordered based on highest combined standings using the most recently published National 

Doubles Seeding List; and 
• If there is a tie, the team with the player that has the highest doubles standing on the list shall be 

selected first. 
Additionally, any reference to how to calculate the combined doubles ranking points of a team will be 
deleted. 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations for selecting 
teams for tournaments with the Dominant Duo Format will add the same procedure for breaking ties, 
except that the list used will be the National Standings List. 

 
11. Doubles and Dominant Duo Team Seeding.  The USTA NorCal Junior Regulations effective January 1, 2021 

retained the same policy on how to seed doubles teams and teams in a Dominant Duo format tournament.  
After review it was determined that the policy was in need updating for several reasons: 
• It seeds Level 6s and 7s doubles teams the same way as Sectionals and Excellence. 
• It uses professional and collegiate rankings that are not easily accessible by Tournament Committees and are 

likely rarely used. 
• It does not permit the use of ratings for seeding at tournaments that consider ratings for selection or for wild 

cards. 
The singles seeding policy that was approved earlier in the meeting was considered and for simplicity, it was 
also determined it would be desirable for the seeding methods to be consistent. 

 
Following the discussion, the following motion was duly made by Jim Coyne, seconded by Doug Nau, and 
approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations for seeding doubles 
teams will be amended as described below.  The procedure for calculating combined standings that 
currently appears in the Regulations will remain unchanged. 

 

• Procedure for Seeding Doubles Teams at Open and Closed Level 4 Excellence Tournaments 
and Closed Level 3 Sectional Championships:  Seeding will be done using the same method for 
singles except that: 
1. The National Doubles Seeding List will be used instead of the National Standings List; 
2. The teams combined standings and ratings will be substituted for each players’ individual standing 

and rating; and 
3. If there is a tie the team with the player that has the highest doubles standing on the National 

Doubles Seeding List will be seeded first. 
 

• Procedure for Seeding Doubles Teams at All Other Tournaments. Teams will be seeded by the 
Tournament Committee in the order of their combined standing using the most recently published 
National Doubles Seeding List of the division.  If there is a tie, the team with the player that has the 
highest doubles standing on the National Doubles Seeding List will be seeded first. 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations for seeding 
teams in tournaments with the Dominant Duo format will be amended to state that teams will be seeded 
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using the same method of seeding teams for Open and Closed Level 4 Excellence Tournaments and Closed 
Level 3 Sectional Championships, except that the National Standings List of the division will be used. 

 
12. Selection for Excellence Tournaments.  In February 2020, the Junior Council and Board eliminated the 

ranking and ratings selection process for Excellence (20 players selected based on rank, 12 players selected 
based on rating so long as the ratings of these players are equal to or greater than the ratings of the 20 player 
selected based on rank, remaining players selected and alternates ordered based on rank).  As a result of the 
impact this had on selection for the subsequent 2020 Excellence Tournaments, the Board approved up to 2 wild 
cards for consideration.  Going into 2021, the new regulations continue the wild card provision until ratings are 
available in Serve Tennis, at which time the selection process will revert back to the original ratings and 
rankings selection process. 

 

Council reviewed data on the selection of Excellence Tournaments in 2019 and 2020.  It took into consideration 
the number of players selected based on ratings, as well as the number of players displaced who would have 
been selected if the selection had been based entirely on ratings, and examples of players that benefitted from 
the 20/12 process.  Members concluded that the 20 rankings/12 ratings process should remain the same.  It 
further determined that it would be best for the players and would promote transparency if the process 
reverted back to the 20/12 process at the beginning of 2021 and not wait until ratings were built into Serve 
Tennis. 

 
Following the discussion, the following motion was duly made by Craig Pasqua, seconded by Ray Bilsey, and 
approved by a vote of 4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That effective January 1, 2021, the USTA NorCal Junior Regulations for selection of players 
for Excellence Tournaments will be as follows: 
 

Singles Selection Process.  Excellence Tournaments will select players into the singles draw as follows: 
a. Players from National Standings List:  Up to 20 players will be selected from the most recently 

published National Standings Lists of the division, in the order in which their names appear on the list. 
b. Ratings:  Up to 12 players will be selected based on ratings as follows:  the players with the 12 

highest ratings will be selected, provided a player’s rating is higher than the lowest rated player 
selected under step #1 above.  In the event two players have the same rating, a tie will be broken 
based on the players’ rankings on the National Standings List used under step #1. 

c. Vacancies and Alternates:  If vacancies remain, players will be selected from the National Standings 
Lists used to select players under step #1 in the order in which their names appear on the list.  
Alternates will also be ordered in the same manner.  Any late entry will be placed on the bottom of the 
alternate list regardless or standing or rating. 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  The Regulations will specify that UTR will be the ratings system used until the 
USTA builds in a specific rating system into Serve Tennis.  Weekly average UTR rating will be used; if no 
weekly average is available the daily rating of a player will be used. 

 
There being no further issues or discussion to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. 


