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Minutes of the USTA NorCal Junior Council Meeting 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

 

 
NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all committee decisions are subject to final 

approval by the USTA NorCal Board. 
 

Andrea Norman, chair of the Junior Council, called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm and roll call was conducted.  
 

Committee Members Present: Andrea Norman (chair), Mike Erwin, Ogidi Obi, Craig Pasqua, Stephanie 

Shapiro, and Stewart Toy.  
 

USTA NorCal Staff Present: Summer Verhoeven, Manager of Junior Play; Tommy Tu, Junior Competition 
Coordinator; Beth Workeneh, Player Development Specialist. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 

 The Council considered approval of the minutes of the meeting held November 1, 2016.  The following motion 
was duly made, seconded, and unanimously approved by a vote of 5 in favor, none opposed, and no 
abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Junior Council meeting held November 1, 2016 be approved as 

presented. 
 

2. Chair Report 
Follow introductions and a welcome to all new members to the 2017-18 term, Andrea asked for the Council’s 

thoughts on sanctioning Adult tournaments at the same times and locations as Junior tournaments.  Council 
provided the following feedback that will be reported to the new Sanction & Schedule Committee: 
• When there are multiple applicants, priority should be given to distributing sanctions to quality organizers 

instead of concentrating tournaments in the hands of fewer organizations. 
• NorCal should consider whether there are any safety issues with respect to having adults and junior (minor) 

players competing at the same sites, especially at satellite sites where the environment may be less 

controlled. 
• Different events with different match formats leads to confusion among tournament desks, officials, and 

players; the problems with playing the wrong format may be exacerbated when combining Adults and 
Juniors, especially when there are satellite sites. 

• Orange Ball tournaments may require putting down and taking up lines, and also require a shorter time 
frame, factors that should be considered when sanctioning Adult and Junior Orange Ball tournaments. 

• Combining Adult and Junior tournaments may be more successful when the Junior level is Championship or 

higher. 
• Organizers that receive concurrent Adult and Junior sanctions need to have a clear plan going into the 

tournament for prioritizing divisions if there is inclement weather. 

• An option to running Adult and Junior tournaments concurrently may be to run a Gen Gap format where 
Adults and Juniors play together and are separated by level. 

 
3. Staff Report 
 

• Maze Cup:  The Maze Cup will be held at Stockdale Country Club in Bakersfield, California on April 7-9, 
2017. Team NorCal was recently selected, and the team consists of the following members: 
Boys’ 18: Andrew Ton, Randy Cory 

Boys’ 16: Stevie Gould, Aryan Chaudhary, Kobe Tran 
Girls’ 18: Sara Choy, Niluka Madurawe 
Girls’ 16: Ashley Yeah, Jessi Muljat, Connie Ma 

Coaches: Ogidi Obi, Byron Nepomuceno            
 

• Recent National Tournament Results: Many NorCal juniors did well at the recent Easter Bowl and brought 

home a couple of Ball trophies and sportsmanship awards. 
USTA National Championships - Easter Bowl 

Boys’ 12s Sportsmanship Winner: Payton Young 

Girls’ 12s Sportsmanship Winner: Priya Nelson 
Boys’ 14 Singles Finalist: Aryan Chaudhary 
Boys’ 16 Singles Fourth: Ryder Jackson 
Girls’ 12 Singles Champion: Priya Nelson 

Girls’ 14 Singles Third: Connie Ma 
Boys’ 12 Doubles Finalist: John Kim 
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Boys’ 14 Doubles Champion: Aryan Chaudhary  
Boys’ 14 Doubles Finalist: Aidan Mayo 

Girls’ 16 Doubles Finalist: Jillian Taggart  
The Easter Bowl ITF Tennis Championships 

Boys’ 18 Doubles Semifinalist: Austen Huang 
 

• NorCal Team Coaches Selection Update: All coaches have been selected for our national teams for 2017. 
Majority of the coaches have committed with one spot still to be filled. Final coach confirmations will be 

made soon. 
 

• Counting CIF Section Tournaments for NorCal Points: Staff gave a recap the first season of getting draws 

into Tennislink for CIF individual tournament ranking points. 3 out of the 6 draws were inputted online with 
common challenges across the board. It was difficult either finding the draws or inputting certain draws 
based on players that do not have USTA accounts. Another challenge was finding the right contacts to get 

certain player information. A document was shared with the committee that explained how players can 
create USTA accounts. 

 

• Train the Trainers Workshop: Train the Trainers Early Development Camp Workshop is set for Friday April 
7th at Bay Club SF Tennis from 9:30am-3:30pm. Staff is asking committee to help spread the word or 
attend if possible. 

 

• Youth Progression: USTA NorCal was recently named the 2016 Team USA Player Development Section of 

the Year by the USTA. NorCal was noted for its outstanding execution of all of its Early Development Camps 
(EDCs), a TEAM USA Sectional and Regional Camp at Stanford University and two EDC Coach Training 
Workshops. Players developed in the Northern California Section had outstanding results in 2016: 
Mackenzie McDonald won the 2016 NCAA singles and doubles titles at UCLA; Stefan Leustian won the 

prestigious Les Petits As 14-and-under event in Tarbes, France; and Katie Volynets won the 16s singles 
titles at both the Eddie Herr and Metropolia Orange Bowl junior tournaments. Northern California is also the 
home section of CiCi Bellis, who finished the year at No. 91 in the world, the youngest player in the Top 

100. 
 

• Team USA Section of the Year - NorCal:  As of September 1, 2016, USTA NorCal began using the new 

National Youth Progression tracking system for 10 and under (10U) players in the section. 
The system tracks player’s progress through participation in progression eligible Junior Team Tennis and 
Tournaments. Players can see how many virtual stars and trophies they need to acquire to reach the next 

level through their “My Player Page” in Tennislink. To clear each level, players will have to collect a 
combination of 20 stars and/or trophies. Players, parents and coaches are encouraged to review the new 
National Youth Progression at http://www.norcal.usta.com/juniors/progression/. 

 
4. Sportsmanship Update and Junior Player Oath 

Andrea reviewed with the Council the sportsmanship initiatives approved by the USTA NorCal Board and that 
went effective in January 2017 that included the new zero tolerance policy for players and spectators.  She 

further reported that in November the Council reviewed the current policy to require all players to take the 
USTA Junior Player Oath before competing in Excellence and Sectionals, and to require the Post-Match 
Sportsmanship Evaluations also be completed following all singles matches at these tournaments.  Limited 

implementation has happened since this was approved in 2015 due to resistance by Tournament Directors 
(including some implementing sportsmanship initiatives in a way that differed from the mandate) and delays 
in getting the necessary materials to the tournaments.  At that time, Council agreed that the Oath should be 

implemented at all tournaments, but deferred a final decision on implementation until 2017. 
 
Following discussion on the use of the Oath and Post-Match Evaluations, the following motions was duly 
made, seconded, and unanimously approved by a vote of 5 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  Effective June 1, 2017, players in all USTA NorCal Junior Tournaments will be required to 

read and sign the USTA Junior Player Oath prior to taking the court for their first match of the 
tournament, and 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  Effective June 1, 2017, the parents or guardians of players in all USTA NorCal 
Junior Tournaments will be required to read and sign a Pledge to support good sportsmanship prior to 
their player taking the court for his/her first match of the tournament, and 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  A combined Oath and Pledge form will be developed so that it can be made 
available by Tournament Directors following the close of entries to all participants, and collected prior to 

each player taking the court, similar to how the USTA requires a waiver form to be signed by players and 
parents prior to taking the court in all national junior tournaments, and 
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RESOLVED FURTHER:  Use of the Post-Match Peer and Self Evaluation is no longer required at Sectional 
Championships and Excellence Tournaments; however, Tournament Committees are encouraged to use 

these forms to promote good sportsmanship. 
 

5. 2017 USTA NorCal Bill Talbert Sportsmanship Nominee 
Andrea reported that nominations for the prestigious Bill Talbert Sportsmanship Award are due to national 

USTA in mid-April.  Each section may nominate one junior player.  Following a survey of NorCal players, 
parents, coaches, administrators, and officials and a review of the bag tag recipients for the past year, NorCal 
staff and Andrea Norman narrowed the list of possible nominees down to several players.  The candidates 

were then contacted on March 21 to provide additional information by March 30.  All information received on 
the candidates was distributed with the meeting packet.  No Junior Council member has a familial or coaching 
relationship to any candidate and therefore recusal is not required by any member.  During discussions, staff 

in attendance did not participate in the decision. 
 

Council went into closed session to select a nominee for the Award.  Council came out of closed session and it 

was announced that Andrew Ton will be our Section’s nominee for the award.  USTA NorCal staff will follow 
up by completing the necessary nomination form by the due date. 

 

6. 2018 USTA NorCal Junior Tournament Calendar 
 Council began a review of the 2018 calendar of tournaments.  All date blocks for Sectional Championships, 

Excellence, Super Series, Championships and UTR Round Robins must be set before sanctioning applications 

are received during the summer.  Further discussion will continue at the next meeting on dates; however, 
Council determined that the January Excellence will continue to fall over the Martin Luther King Holiday 
Weekend.  Because this tournament has historically been impacted by rain, Council concluded setting aside 
an extra weekend for the tournament to finish is appropriate.  

 

Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously approved by a vote 

of 5 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  Effective with the 2018 NorCal Junior Tournament Calendar, the Excellence Tournament 

that is held in January and includes the Martin Luther King Holiday Weekend, shall have one additional 
weekend as part of the date block (“Additional Weekend”); and 
 

RESOLVED FURTHER:  The tournament shall be scheduled to not include the Additional Weekend and, 
in the event of inclement weather, a decision to use the Additional Weekend shall be made in 
collaboration with USTA NorCal staff. 
 

Because discussion ran long on a number of issues, Council agreed to adjourn and take up the remaining issues 

at an upcoming meeting to be held on Tuesday, May 2, 2017 at 7:15 pm. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 pm. 
 
 


