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Minutes of the USTA NorCal Junior Council Meeting 
Monday, March 28, 2022 

 
NOTE: The resolutions in these minutes are not considered final until approved by the USTA NorCal Board of 

Directors.  These minutes were approved by the Committee on April 4, 2022. 
 

Andrea Norman, chair of the Junior Council, called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm and roll call was conducted. 
The meeting was held by Google Meet video conference. 
 

Committee Members Present: Andrea Norman (chair), Chris Aria, Ricardo Cortes, Brad Driver, Jana Klein, and 
Craig Pasqua, and Luis Reis. 
 

Committee Member Absent: Suzy Cossette 
 

USTA NorCal Staff Present: Summer Verhoeven, Executive Director; Trey Astbury, Junior Competition 
Specialist; Macy Barajas, Junior Competition Coordinator; and Bill Weber, Business Development & Data Manager. 
 
1. SWOT Analysis.  Andrea introduced NorCal staff members Summer Verhoeven and Bill Weber who proceeded 

to conduct a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) Analysis of junior tennis in NorCal.  As 
noted by Summer, this is part of a project being undertaken by NorCal, under the charge of the Strategic 
Planning Committee, to develop a Strategic Plan for the section.  The first step is for such analyses to be 
conducted with all committees.  NorCal will also be conducting surveys with a broader set of stakeholders 
before it works on finalizing the Strategic Plan by the end of 2022.  As part of the presentation, Bill Weber 
reviewed the process NorCal has put in place for collecting feedback from families after the conclusion of each 
tournament.  This information is synthesized, and Organizations are graded based on the feedback.  Bill 
reported that the average score for all tournaments is approximately 87% on a 100-point scale.  Additionally, 
when a red flag is identified in the survey responses, NorCal staff reaches out to the appropriate parties to 
resolve any problem and work to provide a better experience for all involved going forward. 

 
2. Chair & Staff Reports 
 

• NorCal Staffing:  Andrea announced that David Resnick-Dunn had resigned, and that Trey Astbury and Macy 
Barajas were the staff responsible for junior programming.  Both Trey and Macy introduced themselves to 
Council. 

 

• Bill Talbert Sportsmanship Award Process: Andrea reported on the work done to date on soliciting junior 
players for consideration for the Talbert Award.  The tournament directors, referees, and players were 
solicited for recommendations through emails and social media. From among the recommendations received, 
a smaller number was asked to submit additional information for the Council to consider.  Andrea will 
prepare a packet of information sent in by these players so that Council can select NorCal’s nominee at its 
meeting on April 4.  

 

• Maze Cup: Andrea reported on the process used to select players for the 47th Maze Cup vs. SoCal.  
Consistent with the process approved by a past Junior Council, the top 100 NorCal players were contacted by 
email and asked if they were interested in being considered for NorCal’s team.  The selection committee met 
last week and the following players will represent NorCal: 
Mitchell Lee (B18) 
Herrick Legaspi (B18) 
Raghav Jangbahadur (B16) 
Saahith Jayaraman (B16) 
Evan Burnett (B16) 

Gayathri Krishnan (G18) 
Aspen Schuman (G18) 
Sophie Hernandez (G16) 
Emily Novikov (G16) 
Sabrina Lin (G16) 

 

The 2022 Coaches are Ogidi Obi and JT Nishimura.  The team will travel to compete on April 8-10 at 
Stockdale Country Club in Bakersfield. 

 

• World Tennis Number: Summer announced that the ITF World Tennis Number (WTN) will soon be officially 
launched in the US by the USTA.  This follows a several-years long collaboration that included the input of 
the USTA, to develop this new rating system.  It is expected that the official launch will happen sometime in 
May 2022.  To date, approximately 135 countries have partnered with the ITF on WTN.  In the interim, 
NorCal, along with other Sectional Associations, have been participating in WTN pilots to provide valuable 
data to the USTA leading up to the launch.  So far in 2022, NorCal’s February and March L5 Super Series and 
L6 Ratings Round Robins have been a part of this pilot program.  The Super Series and Ratings Round Robins 
in April and May will also be a part of the pilot.  There are a number of advantages to the USTA using this 
new rating system: 
- It is free to all players; 
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- The WTNs will appear on all players’ profiles as soon as the official launch begins, and players will also be 
able to review this information on the ITF website where additional tools will be available to compare 
themselves against other player. 

- The USTA is providing match data directly to the ITF which allows it to have great confidence in the data 
integrity. 

- WTN is built into Serve Tennis so that tournament organizers will have easy access to the information when 
it is used for selection, flighting, and seeding. 

Ricardo Cortes reported that he had observed a difference between players’ WTNs and UTRs, but anecdotally, 
in the examples he was aware of the WTN was more predictive of a winner.  Craig Pasqua reported that he 
had run one of the WTN pilots and believed it to be a useful tool for flighting players.  Craig noted that there 
remains confusion among parents and an interest in understanding how a WTN rating translates into a UTR 
rating. 

   
3. 2023 Tournament Calendar.  Council reviewed the draft 2023 calendar that was distributed with meeting 

packet.  Andrea noted that this draft is a copy and revise of the 2022 calendar; the only changes are date 
adjustments for 2023, plus additional adjustments based on the national USTA junior tournament calendar. 
The purpose of tonight’s discussion is to review the draft, with the goal of making a recommendation on a full 
calendar at an upcoming meeting, possibly as early as the April 4 meeting.  Level 6 and Level 7 tournaments 
can be sanctioned on any weekend and therefore the focus was on the placement of the Level 3, Level 4 and 
Level 5 tournaments, of which NorCal has a limited number allocated to it by the USTA.  The charge of the 
Council includes: 
• Studying all junior tennis activities and making recommendations on all policies and programs relating to 

junior tennis that promote growth and represent all junior players in NorCal; and 
• Promote and develop opportunities for all levels of junior play in all geographical areas of NorCal;  
Council engaged in extensive discussion that primarily focused on Level 5 Tournaments, including the ranking 
points earned at some of those tournaments, and the seven level-based weekends on which Level 4 Super 
Series, Level 5 Super Series, and Level 6 Ratings Round Robins are held.  Following the discussion, it was 
determined that Andrea and Ricardo Cortes would meet later in the week to put together a recommendation 
for Council to consider at its next meeting. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes. The Council considered approval of the minutes of the meeting held December 1, 2021.  

The following motion was duly made by Jana Klein, seconded Ricardo Cortes, and approved by a vote of 6 in 
favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Junior Council meeting held December 1, 2021 be approved as 
presented. 

 
There being no further issues or discussion to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. 


