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Minutes of the USTA NorCal 

Sanction and Schedule Committee Meeting     
April 3, 2017 
 
 

Suzy called the meeting to order at 1:01 pm and roll call was conducted. 
 

Committee Members Present: Suzy Cossette (chair), Michael Cooke, Chrissie Costamagna, Andrea Norman, and 

Jason Scalese. 
 

USTA NorCal Staff Present: Michelle Wilson, Adult Tournament Coordinator. 

 
 
1. Non-Sanction Fee Rule Amendment 

It has been proposed to the Committee to change the fee for a non-sanctioned tournament from $150 to $25.  

Currently, the fee for a non-sanctioned tournament to appear on the Tennislink online schedule and use 
Tennislink for online entries is $150.  Reducing the fee for non-sanctioned tournaments may encourage 
tournament directors and organizations to use the Tennislink program to host their non-sanctioned 

tournaments.  It would also give USTA NorCal a way to track non-sanctioned tournaments and players. 
 

• Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously approved by a vote of 

3 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 
 

RESOLVED:  That effective immediately, the Committee hereby approves amending the rule as follows (new 
language is underlined, deleted language is stricken through): 
 

4. Sanction Deadlines and Fees. 

 
B. Fees for Non-Sanctioned Tournaments to Appear on TennisLink.  The fee for an approved non-
sanctioned tournament that desires to appear on the TennisLink online schedule and use TennisLink for 

online entries shall be $15025, except that 
• schools hosting tournaments, such as end-of-season tournaments or college team tournaments, shall 

not be charged the fee; and 

• non-profit organizations hosting non-profit tournaments may have the fee waived by USTA NorCal.  
Waivers shall be determined on a case-by-case basis.   

 
This motion was approved 3-0. 

 
Rationale: By lowering the non-sanction fee, it may encourage tournament directors and organizations to use the 
Tennislink program to host their non-sanctioned tournaments.  This would also give USTA NorCal a way to track 

the non-sanction tournaments and players playing in the tournaments.  The non-sanction tournament numbers 
would also count for the dashboard numbers and the goals.   
 

2. October Excellence Tournament  
Suzy reported to the Committee that the 14 and 12 Excellence Tournaments in October are being sent out for 
bid as Fremont Tennis Center initially accepted this Excellence, but has since declined. 

 

3. Consideration of Applications for Junior Tournaments 
In closed session, the Committee reviewed and discussed applications for Junior tournaments.  When the 
Committee came out of closed session, the approved resolutions were authorized to be reported as part of the 

minutes of the meeting. 
 

• Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously approved by a vote of 
3 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That the following Junior tournaments are hereby approved. 
 

Date Block      Applicant  Divisions               Location 

April 29-30    Erwin Tennis Championship: BG(12)sd      Stockton 

 
This motion was approved 3-0. 
 

Jason Scalese joined the Sanction and Schedule Committee Conference Call 
 
 

 

PENDING 
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4. Sanction Rule Changes 
It was reported that the Adult Tournament Committee will be reviewing the 150 mile rule for Adult Open 

Tournaments.  The Sanction and Schedule Committee discussed the impact this potential rule change may 
have on sanctioning depending on the time an approved rule change would go into effect.  The Committee not 
only discussed the impact of a change to the 150 mile rule mid-season but all rules affect sanctioning.   
 

• Following discussion, the following motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously approved by a vote of 
4 in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions: 

 

RESOLVED:  Any change in sanction rules should be implemented as part of the annual sanctioning process 
for the next calendar year.  Effective immediately. 

 
This motion was approved 4-0. 
   
This committee also recommends to the adult committee that if changes are made to this rule, they become 

effective the next calendar year. 
 

Rationale: If a rule change regarding sanctioned tournaments is implemented at the start of the sanctioning 

process for the next calendar year, organizations will be aware of the rule change when applying for a tournament.  
Implementing a rule change mid-season would have a negative impact as sanctioning decisions would have been 
made that did not take into consideration the rule change.     

 
5. Organizations Hosting Adult and Junior Tournaments together 
The Committee discussed sanctioning concurrent junior and adult tournaments to the same organization.  After 
discussion, it was noted that with the exception of family tournaments and pilot tournaments, the Committee 

believes that concurrent adult and junior tournaments should not be sanctioned to the same organization. 
 
6. Consideration of Quarterly Applications for Adult Tournaments 

In closed session, the Committee reviewed and discussed quarterly applications for Adult tournaments 
submitted before February 1, 2017 that were tabled from the February 28 meeting.  When the Committee 
came out of closed session, there were no approved resolutions that were authorized to be reported as part of 

the minutes of the meeting.  One sanction application was tabled until the next meeting.   
 

 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:03 pm. 

 

 


