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USTA NorCal Adult League Committee Meeting Minutes 
September 20, 2017 

 
 

I. Call to Order:  6:30 pm 
Members present via Conference line:  Larry Olmstead, Chair; Kristin Ginn, Leslie Johnson, Reno 
Davenport, Deena Davalos, Lisa Liang, Teresa King, Jeff Shin, Jen Gaarder Wang, Sarah Robinson and 
Steve Gill 
Staff present: Tamara Ramos 

II. Introductions  
III. Approval of Minutes:   June 14, 2017 minutes approved, 11-0  

 
IV. Chairman’s Report 

a. Semi Annual Meeting & Conference recap:  Larry Olmstead recounted statements made by USTA 
President Katrina Adams about diversity and making our program more accessible.  There was a 
very visible Net Generation promotion.  The ALC chairs met and expressed concern over the lack of 
promotion of adult programs.   
Many sections were debating the purpose of fees for filing grievances and the effect that could 
have on sportsmanship.  There was also discussion on players advancing to post-season with 
multiple teams-should geographic restrictions be considered?  A follow-up from the Southern 
Section SLC on a rule change to no longer overturn matches when a player is DQ’d has been well 
accepted. 
Tamara Ramos shared information presented at the Adult League Committee meeting.  USTA COO 
Gordon Smith apologized for the customer issues caused by the recent membership data merge; 
Jeff Waters stated that we will continue to create value propositions for our providers of adult 
USTA programs;  The Regulation sub-committee continues to work with the SLCs to pass changes 
to the Move Up/Split Up rule;  The Self-rate task force is considering changes to some question 
language and producing new videos to help players identify their skill level;  The sliding scale for 
auto-appeals will be slightly adjusted in favor of the frequent players; Grants for 18-39 leagues and 
Men’s 2.5 pilot leagues are available-NorCal has received both; amenities will be enhanced at 
national championships. 

V.  New Business – 2017 Sub-Committee Updates  
a.   Budget & Calendar  

Leslie Johnson reviewed the 2017 forecast stating that Mixed 40 came in strong given that teams 
will play twice in one year; participation numbers for 2017 will show a decline due to the move of 
Mixed 55 to Jan. 2018; an increase in participation for 2018 is expected to be 5.5%.  Expenses 
increases were requested for events-courts, officials and prize/gift quantities.   The 2018 Adult 
League budget will be presented to the Budget Finance Committee on Sept. 26. 

b.   Communication & Outreach  
Lisa Liang provided a recap of the annual survey results which continues to indicate that players 
are mostly satisfied with the status quo.  The issue of including Combo results in ratings was asked 
in 2 parts this year and got a different response; a majority of players are now in favor in including 
Combo results.  The ALC requested more information before making any type of motion.  Staff will 
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research how many players would receive a Year End Rating if Combo results were included, how 
many players exclusively play Combo and for a future survey-how strongly do players feel about 
this question? 

c.   Growth & Innovation  
Kristin Ginn reported that the sub-committee had submitted a proposal for a 5K event to be 
organized in 2018. 

d.  Captain Development and Recognition 
Deena Davalos noted that staff continues to work on a Captain/Player Guide. The FAQ document 
which accompanies the league regulations will be updated for 2018; Webinar topics have been 
prioritized and staff has asked marketing to coordinate.   

e.  Rules 
Steve Gill said the sub-committee was planning to discuss mandatory 3rd set tie-breakers but in 
light of the survey responses on this topic, will leave the rule as is.  They will discuss whether a 
player on court may object to a selected court monitor. 

f.  Growth and Innovation  
They are working on a 5K Tennis-a-thon type event to promote fitness.  Participants would track 
their steps while playing tennis.  Community sponsors and charitable partners are being 
considered. 
 

Staff Report 
• New USTA website:  Staff will place a link to League Resources on the Player page 
• Adult 65 & Over will use combined ratings in 2018 
• Adult 18 Sectionals, Aug. 25-27went well, event to be 1 week earlier in 2018 
 
Future issues/events 
• Adult 55 Sectionals Sept. 22-24 - Sacramento 
• Local Area Coordinator Training Sept. 30, 9:00-2:00 

Nat’l League Manager Attending, LAC members welcome 
• Mixed 18 Sectionals Oct. 6-8 - Sacramento 
• BNP Tri-Level Oct. 20-22, Diamond Hills 
• Tennis on Campus Sectional Championships Nov. 4-5 
• Adult League volunteer Holiday Party Dec. 6, Pappo Restaurant, Alameda  

 
Adjournment:  8:00 pm. 
Submitted by: Tamara Ramos  
Next Meeting:  November 8, 2017, 6:30 -9:00 in the Alameda office 


