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Minutes of the USTA NorCal Adult Leagues Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 

 
 

NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all approved resolutions are subject to final 
approval by the USTA NorCal Board.  

 

NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the committee.   
 
 
Christine Costamagna, chair of the Adult Leagues Committee (“ALC” or “Committee”), called the meeting to order 
at 7:02 pm and roll call was conducted. The meeting was held by Google Meet video conference. 
 

Committee Members Present: Andrea Barnes, Henry Chang, Christine Costamagna (chair), Marilyn Morrell-
Kristal, Paul Startz  
 

USTA NorCal Staff Present: Michelle Wilson 
 
1. Approval of August 11, 2022 Minutes.  The Committee considered approval of the minutes of the meeting 

held August 11, 2022.   
 

Following discussion, the following motion was APPROVED by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, 
and 0 recusals:  

 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes of Adult Leagues Committee meeting held August 11, 2022 be approved as 
presented. 

 
2. Mixed 55 National Invitational Endorsement.  It was explained that beginning in 2023, USTA National will 

be hosting a Mixed 55 & Over National Invitational for teams who competed in 2022.  It was also noted that 
this event would be a opportunity for the Mixed 55 Section Champion to  represent USTA NorCal.   

 
Following discussion, the following motion was APPROVED by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, 
and 0 recusals:  

 
RESOLVED:  Effective immediately, the USTA NorCal Adult League Committee endorses the Mixed 55 Section 
Champion to attend the USTA Mixed 55 & Over National Invitational with the 2nd place team being endorsed to 
attend if the section champion cannot attend. 
 
Rationale: By USTA NorCal endorsing the Mixed 55 Section Champion to play in the Mixed 55 & Over National 
Invitational, NorCal is supporting teams in the Mixed 55 league to advance to a National event which is overall 
supporting the league program as players like advancing to Nationals and this gives another opportunity for 
teams to go to a National event.    

 
3. Stipend for endorsed Mixed 55 Teams to compete at the USTA Mixed 55 & Over National 

Invitational.  While discussing the USTA Mixed 55 & Over National Invitational, it was proposed that USTA 
NorCal provide a stipend of up to $450 for the endorsed NorCal teams that compete at the Mixed 55 & Over 
National Invitational.  It was explained that the $450 is consistent with other stipends USTA NorCal awards to 
NorCal 3-line teams that compete at a National event.  It was also explained that the stipend is awarded after 
the team competes at the event. 

  
 The ALC was also made aware that the overall stipend program for advancing teams is going to be reviewed 

for future years.  
 

Following discussion, the following motion was APPROVED by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, 
and 0 recusals:  
 
RESOLVED:  Effective immediately, beginning in 2023 for the Mixed 55 & Over National Invitational, USTA 
NorCal will award a $450 stipend for the NorCal Mixed 55 & Over teams that finish 1st in their league level that 
advance to and compete at the USTA Mixed 55 & Over National Invitational.  If the section champions are 
unable to compete, the stipend will be awarded to the 2nd place team if they are able to compete.   
 
Rationale: USTA NorCal historically has awarded stipends for teams advancing to Nationals to help with the 
costs of going to Nationals.  The $450 is what USTA NorCal is currently awarding most 3-line leagues.  These 
funds are already in the budget.   
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4. League Credit Rule.  Ms. Costamagna brought to the ALC’s attention the concern regarding the amount 
of credits that are currently in the system due to players receiving credits for registering in an USTA NorCal 
Adult League and withdrawing or not playing a match on the team he/she registered for during the season.  It 
was explained to the Committee that credits are given for roughly 2% of the registrations a year.  Additionally, 
there are currently over 10,000 players with credits in the system going back several years.  It was discussed 
that having all of these credits in the system with no expiration date creates a financial liability and makes it 
hard to forecast the budget when preparing the budget each year.  In addition, it was noted that if the 
platform changes, there may be no way carry over the credits.   

 

Following discussion, the following motion was APPROVED by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, 
and 0 recusals:  
 
RESOLVED:  Effective January 1, 2023, the USTA NorCal credit policy be amended as follows (underlined 
language is proposed addition and stricken through language is proposed deletion.)  
 
(NorCal LLAR) Registration Credit. A player who is rostered on a team and has not played any matches or 
received any default wins (and is not required for the at-level requirement) will receive a credit after the end of 
local league. The credit will not expire after 12 months of the date the credit is issued, is not transferrable, has 
no cash value and will not include the processing fee charged by TennisLink. No refunds will be given. 
   
Rationale:  By amending the credit rule to have the credits expire after 12 month of the date the credit is 
issued gives the players a year to use the credit and also helps lessen the liability for USTA NorCal and helps 
USTA NorCal to better plan financially where credits are concerned as USTA NorCal will no longer be holding 
league credits for more than a year.   
 
Following discussion, the following motion was APPROVED by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, 
and 0 recusals:  

 
RESOLVED:  Effective January 1, 2023, all players that have credits in the NorCal system on December 31, 
2022 will have until December 31, 2023 to use the credits.  After December 31, 2023, any credits from 
December 31, 2022 or earlier will no longer be available to use. 

   
Rationale:  This is giving all league players a chance to use their credits as USTA NorCal moves into the new 
USTA NorCal League Credit Policy.  If there become multiple player concerns regarding extenuating 
circumstances, this will be brought the Adult Leagues Committee to review.     

 
It was noted that staff would monitor any feedback it may receive regarding this policy and that it would be 
sure that it would communicate this policy to all players and particularly impacted players. 

 
5. NTRP Self-Rate Appeals Committee.  Ms. Costamagna explained to the ALC that it is being proposed to 
the USTA NorCal President to bring back the NTRP Self-Rate Appeals Committee.  She explained that this was 
a Committee that USTA NorCal had previously and was disbanded a couple of years ago under a previous 
Executive Director.  Ms. Morrell-Kristal, who had been the chair, and Ms. Costamagna informed the Committee 
of the benefits of having this Committee and that it is a 2022 National & NorCal League Area Regulation (LLAR) 
that self-rate appeals need to be addressed by a committee designated to review them. 
 

Following discussion, a straw vote was taken by a vote of 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 0 recusals 
to APPROVE the USTA NorCal Committee Charter for the NTRP Self-Rate Appeals Committee that will be 
presented to the USTA NorCal Board for approval.  

 
6. Rating Issue.  Ms. Costamagna brought to the Committee’s attention that there have been a number of 
players expressing their concerns about self-rated and adjusted player ratings not being accurate.  During the 
discussion, it was mentioned that self-rated and adjusted players are required to play more matches to help 
ensure that their rating is within level before advancing to playoffs and Nationals.  It was also mentioned that 
it would be a good idea for the ALC to participate in a forum with players to listen to and to discuss concerns.  
It was also suggested that the Committee work on ways to respond to these concerns.  

 
7. Surveys.  The ALC was provided with the 2021 Adult Leagues Survey that was sent to players for 
feedback.  During the conversation Ms. Costamagna informed the Committee that for 2023, an Adult League 
Survey will be sent out at the end of a league season to get more real time feedback which could help with 
rules, communication and scheduling.  The Committee was asked to review the 2021 survey questions and 
come back to the next ALC meeting with feedback regarding the survey such as if it needs to be simplified or if 
we are getting enough information that we want out of the survey.    
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8. 2023 NorCal League Area Regulations.  It was brought to the Committee’s attention that staff is 
currently working on proposed changes to the NorCal League Area Regulations for 2023 to present to the ALC 
at the next ALC meeting.  Staff will set up a time to work on the rules with the Committee members who would 
like to help with this project. 

 
 
There being no further issues or discussion to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm. 


