
Sportsmanship Committee Meeting 

March 3, 2016 

Meeting at the USTA NorCal Office 

7:00 p.m. 

 

NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all committee decisions are subject to 

final approval by the Board. 

 

Committee Members Present: Bill Johnston, Suzy Cossette, Christine Costamagna, Amina Doar 

Halsey, Sherrie McClung, Marilyn Morrell-Kristal, Jeff Sherman, Chris Wilson 

 

Staff Members Present: Michelle Wilson 

 

Bill Johnston, chair of the Sportsmanship Committee, called the meeting to order at 

6:57 p.m. 

 

1. Approval of Committee Minutes 

The following motion was made and seconded: RESOLVED, that the minutes of the April 23, 2015 

meeting of the Committee be approved as amended.  

The motion was approved 7-0. 

 

2. Addition to the Sportsmanship Procedures 

 

The Committee reviewed the proposal to add a line to the Sportsmanship Committee Procedures to clarify 

that in cases involving grievances filed against a person associated with a player (including, for example, 

a parent, coach or other apparent representative of the player), penalties may be assessed against the 

player.   

 

After discussion, the following motion was duly made and seconded: 

 

RESOLVED: that effective immediately, The Sportsmanship Committee Procedures be amended as 

follows to add a line stating “In cases involving grievances filed against a person associated with a player 

(including, for example, a parent, coach or other apparent representative of the player), penalties may be 

assessed against the player.” (new language is underlined): 

 

VII. Penalties 

 
Minor Offenses (Recommended) 

A.  First violation: verbal or written reprimand 

B.  Second violation: placed on probation with appropriate terms and conditions 

C.  Third violation: placed on suspension 

 
At the discretion of the Grievance/Appeal Sub-committees, in circumstances particularly flagrant, a single violation 

of the above "minor" offenses may constitute "aggravated" behavior, and as such, shall result in the party at fault 

being placed on probation or suspension. In addition, while an investigation is being conducted or an appeal is in 

process, the party at fault may also be placed on probation or suspension in circumstances which are deemed 

particularly flagrant. 

 

Major Offenses (Recommended) 

A.  First violation: placed on probation under appropriate terms and condition, and/or suspension 



B.  Second violation: placed on suspension 

C.  Third and subsequent violations: To be dealt with in a severe manner, including possible 

permanent suspension. 

 

In cases involving grievances filed against a person associated with a player (including, for example, a 

parent, coach or other apparent representative of the player), penalties may be assessed against the 

player.  

 

The motion was approved 7-0. 

 

Rationale: Our legal counsel strongly recommended this be put into the Sportsmanship Committee 

Procedures to clarify that in cases involving grievances filed against a person associated with a player 

(including, for example, a parent, coach or other apparent representative of the player), penalties may be 

assessed against the player. 

 

3. Suggestions for Ad-hoc Sportsmanship Committee 

Bill updated the Committee regarding the new ad-hoc committee that was formed to review 

sportsmanship issues and how to better deal with sportsmanship going forward.  Bill spoke about current 

sportsmanship issues discussed at the ad-hoc committee meeting, and Chris updated the Committee 

regarding the new umpire training requirements that were also discussed at that meeting.  He also 

mentioned that the USTA NorCal sportsmanship ad-hoc committee is looking for suggestions on how to 

improve Sportsmanship.   

Following discussion, a straw vote was taken and the following was unanimously recommended by a vote 

of 7 in favor, none opposed and no abstentions: 

STRAW VOTE RESOLUTION: that the following suggestions be presented to the USTA NorCal 

sportsmanship ad-hoc committee as ways to improve sportsmanship: 

A. Regarding Score Manipulation: Strongly recommend a court monitor or official is to remain on 

court after being called to the court for the 2nd “score dispute” in a match.  Reasoning: To prevent 

a continual recurrence of score manipulation for the match’s duration. 

 

B. Regarding USTA NorCal Officials: USTA should help develop and/or fund an insurance pool 

that allows officials to purchase insurance to indemnify themselves, as long as they are 

performing their jobs in accordance to USTA policy and regulations. Reasoning:  If officials 

know that they will not be personally on the hook for defending themselves for doing their job, 

they will do their job.   

 

C. Implement a Zero Tolerance Policy regarding violations of USTA Rules and Regulations, and 

their resulting enforcement.  Reasoning:  To implore USTA officials and enlisted tournament staff 

to enforce rules and apply appropriate, sanctioned punishments uniformly and consistently, 

thereby avoiding accusations of “favoritism” and creating precedents that work against USTA 

NorCal. 

 

D. Resurrect the “Sportsmanship Camp” program as an alternative and/or additional tool for the 

Sportsmanship Committee to assign, as the result of a player’s suspension appeal. 



 

Meeting adjourned: 8:40 pm 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Michelle Wilson, Adult Tournaments Coordinator 


