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Minutes of the USTA NorCal 
Sportsmanship Committee Meeting     
Thursday, February 22, 2018 
 

 
 

NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all committee decisions are subject to 
final approval by the Board. 
 

Committee Members Present: Suzy Cossette, Christine Costamagna, Amina Doar Halsey, Bill Johnston 
(chair), Marilyn Morrell-Kristal, Jeff Sherman, Chris Wilson 
 

Staff Members Present: Michelle Wilson 
 

Bill Johnston, chair of the Sportsmanship Committee, called the meeting to order at 7:55 p.m. and roll 
call was conducted 

 
1. Approval of April 18, 2017 Committee Minutes 
 
Bill called attention to the previously distributed minutes.  After review, the following motion was duly 
made and seconded:  
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the April 18, 2017 meeting be approved. 
 
The motion was approved by a vote of 6 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions. 
 
2. Grievance Submission and the Redaction of Names 
 
The Committee discussed Sportsmanship Committee Procedures as it applies to filing grievances and 
redacting names.  The current Sportsmanship Committee procedures state that “the name of the grieving 
party shall not be disclosed by the Committee to the party against whom the grievance is filed without 
the consent of the grieving party.”  Currently when grievances are filed, there is typically no mention of 
whether consent is given for the name of the grieving party to be disclosed to the party against who the 
grievance is filed.  Because of that there has been many redactions of names before the grievance is sent 
out to the party the grievance is being filed against.  It was also brought up that National Grievance 
Report Form states that “Grievance  Reports  are  NOT  CONFIDENTIAL and  will  be  provided  to  ALL  
parties  to  ensure Administrative due process.” 
 
Following discussion, a straw vote was taken with a vote of 6 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to 
check with the USTA NorCal legal counsel to see if there is a reason to redact the names when sending 
grievance information out to the party being filed against and if so the Committee would redact 
everything or if redaction is not necessary nothing will be redacted.  
 
3. Questions Associated with Asking a Guardian to Leave a Tournament Site to Due Behavior 
 
The Committee reviewed the research gathered regarding who is responsible for the safety and care of 
the junior player in the guardian’s absence when the guardian is asked to leave a tournament site.   
 
Following discussion, a straw vote was taken with a vote of 6 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions to 
check with the USTA NorCal legal counsel to see who is legally responsible for all children under the 
parent’s supervision if a parent is asked to leave the site.   
 
4. Sportsmanship Discussion 
 
The Committee discussed the current sportsmanship issues, officials and court monitors at tournaments 
and league events.  In their discussion, the Committee was thinking of ways to make Sportsmanship 
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better.  Some of the ideas that came from the discussion are to find a way to ensure that the 
tournaments have the correct amount of umpires/court monitors listed in the rules at the tournament, 
possibly adding a third person for every 8 courts at junior tournaments, and finding a way to help officials 
to be more comfortable in enforcing the rules.   
 
The Committee was asked to think things that can be done to help improve sportsmanship to share at the 
next meeting.  
 
 
Next Meeting: TBA 
 
Meeting adjourned: 9:03 pm 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Michelle Wilson, Adult Tournaments Coordinator 
 


