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Note: All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all committee and all committee 

decisions are subject to final approval by the board. 

Committee Members Present: Bill Johnston (chair), Mark Fairchilds, Amina Halsey, Sandy Tompkins, 

Suzy Cossette, Marily Morrel Kristal, and Chrissie Costamagna 

Committee Members Absent: Chris Wilson and Lorraine Randall 

Staff Members Present: Summer Verhoeven  

Bill Johnston, chair of the Sportsmanship Committee called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

1. Approval of February 22, 2018 Committee Minutes 

The Sportsmanship Committee considered the minutes of the meeting held on February 22, 2018. The 

following motion was duly made, seconded and approved of a vote of 6-0, none opposed, and no 

abstentions. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Sportsmanship Committee meeting held on February 22, 

2018 be approved as presented.  

2. Introduction of Committee Members 

Bill Johnston welcomed the committee and had the committee members share information about 

themselves, their background with volunteering for the USTA and involvement with tennis. 

3. Redacting Players Names when a Grievance is filed 

In order to have the USTA NorCal Grievance Policy align with the national USTA policy, when a grievance 

is filed the names in the grievance will no longer need to be redacted. The following motion was duly 

made, seconded and approved of a vote of 6-0, none opposed, and no abstentions. 

RESOLVED: When a Grievance is filed the names of who is filing the grievance will no longer be 

redacted in the documents when notified a grievance has been filed against them. 

4.  Grievance Timelines – Filing a Grievance 

In order for a grievance to be considered, the filer must submit the Grievance to the USTA NorCal office 

15 days of the incident occurring. The following motion was duly made, seconded and approved of a 

vote of 6-0, none opposed, and no abstentions. 

RESOLVED: If a person is going to file a grievance, they must submit it to the USTA NorCal office 

by the 15th day after the incident occurred. 

5. Grievance Timelines – Processing a Grievance  

Once the findings of a grievance have been released, if an appeal is filed, the Appeals Committee has 60 

to complete their investigation. The following motion was duly made, seconded and approved of a vote 

of 6-0, none opposed, and no abstentions. 
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 RESOLVED: When an appeal is filed from the original grievance finding by the committee, the 

Appeals Committee has 60 days to complete the process. 

6. Junior Tournament Rules – Certified Officials at Tournaments 

To help decrease the current sportsmanship issues at junior tournaments, as of January 1, 2020 USTA 

NorCal will require all tournaments to have a minimum of three Certified Officials for each eight (8) 

courts in play, one of whom must be a USTA-certified official; the remaining two officials may be a USTA 

certified official or court monitors. The following motion was duly made, seconded and approved of a 

vote of 6-0, none opposed, and no abstentions. 

RESOLVED: C. Other Tournaments. The Referee of each Challenger, UTR Round Robin, Open, 

Championship, Super Series and Excellence Tournament and the Sectional Championships will 

be a referee certified by the USTA. A Certified Official is required at each satellite site. A 

minimum of three Officials are required for each eight (8) courts in play, one of whom must be a 

USTA-certified official; the remaining two officials may be a USTA certified official or court 

monitors. Any waiver to these rules is subject to the prior written approval of the USTA NorCal 

junior staff. 

7. Officials Insurance 

In order to support the referees in Northern California, the Sportsmanship Committee recommends that 

the USTA NorCal Board or national pursue secondary indemnification insurance coverage for officials to 

help them perform their duties. The following motion was duly made, seconded and approved of a vote 

of 5-0, none opposed, and 1 abstention. 

RESOLVED: In order for Referees to feel support for them when making difficult decisions while 

refereeing tournaments, and the fear of possible legal ramifications, the committee feels if there was 

supplemental insurance provided for the referees they would feel less intimidated to proceed with 

coding the players more accurately. 

8. Junior Tournament Player/Parent Education 

To help resolve some of the reoccurring sportsmanship issues the committee has asked staff to look into 

piloting a program where there is an educational component provided at entry level tournaments (i.e. 

Orange/Green level). Often time’s situations occur because there is lack of education provided at the 

tournaments to the players and parents about the Code of Ethics and what proper etiquette is while at 

tournaments. Staff will also work with the Sanction & Scheduling about how they can support this 

initiative while volunteering their time visiting sanction tournaments. 


