
Sportsmanship Committee Meeting 
May 31, 2016 

Meeting at the USTA NorCal Office 
7:40 p.m. 

 
NOTE: All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all committee decisions are subject to 
final approval by the Board. 
 
Committee Members Present: Bill Johnston, Jim Bedilion, Amina Doar Halsey, Marilyn Morrell-Kristal, 
Jeff Sherman, Chris Wilson 
 
Staff Members Present: Michelle Wilson 
 
Bill Johnston, chair of the Sportsmanship Committee, called the meeting to order at 
7:40 p.m. 
 
1. Amendment to USTA NorCal Sportsmanship Committee Procedures to Allow Sportsmanship 
Committee to Refer Grievances to More Appropriate Committees   
 
The Committee reviewed the proposal to enable the USTA NorCal Sportsmanship Chairperson or any 
three (3) Committee members together to make a determination that any grievance would be more 
appropriately handled by another USTA NorCal committee, and refer the grievance to that committee. 
 
After discussion, the following motion was duly made and seconded: 
 
RESOLVED: that effective immediately, The Sportsmanship Committee Procedures be amended as 
follows (new language is underlined) to enable the USTA NorCal Sportsmanship Chairperson or any 
three (3) Committee members together to make a determination that any grievance would be more 
appropriately handled by another USTA NorCal committee, and refer the grievance to that committee: 
 
IV. Filing Grievances 
 

Grievances may be filed against any member of the USTA NorCal, any parent, coach or other apparent 
representative of any such member, or any USTA NorCal official or organizer of an USTA NorCal 
sanctioned tournament. 
 

All grievances shall be in writing, signed and addressed to the USTA NorCal Section Sportsmanship 
Committee, 1920 North Loop Road, Alameda, CA 94502, or to <sportsmanshipcom@norcal.usta.com>. 
The name of the grieving party shall not be disclosed by the Committee to the party against whom the 
grievance is filed without the consent of the grieving party. 
 

All sportsmanship complaints shall be processed through the Sportsmanship Grievance Sub-committees 
and Sportsmanship Appeals Sub-committees. Decision of the Sportsmanship Appeals Sub-committees 
shall be final and binding. 
 



EXCEPTIONS:  
 1) At the direction of the Sportsmanship Chairperson, appeal of a “no show default” may be 
assigned to, and adjudicated by, one (or more members) of the Sportsmanship Committee.  
 2) The USTA NorCal Sportsmanship Chairperson — or any three (3) Committee members 
together — may make a determination that any grievance would be more appropriately handled by 
another USTA NorCal committee, and refer the grievance to that committee. 
  
 
The motion was approved 5-0. 
 
Rationale: There have been — and continue to be — instances in which a grievance deals with people 
and/or topics over which the Sportsmanship Committee have no real jurisdiction to affect any change, 
or such change would be more appropriately be adjudicated by another NorCal committee. Example: In 
a recent grievance, the Tournament Director and Referee of a specific tournament were the subjects of 
the grievance, and the allegations dealt directly with their respective USTA functions during the 
tournament(s). While the Sportsmanship Committee may both empathize with the complainant, and 
agree that the grievance has merit, the Sanction & Schedule and Umpires’ Committees both direct and 
oversee the actions of these subjects, and therefore are in a better — and more appropriate position — 
to initiate discipline (if necessary) or recommend specific change to the subjects’ actions. 
 
2. USTA NorCal Point Penalty Suspension System Amendment to Only Allow Players the Ability to 
Appeal Suspensions 

It was proposed to the Sportsmanship Committee that the rule allowing players to appeal individual 
suspension points to USTA NorCal staff be removed.  By removing this rule, a player would only be 
allowed to appeal a suspension to the Sportsmanship Committee. Before a rule was added in 2013 to 
allow players to appeal individual suspension points to USTA NorCal staff, players were only able to 
appeal suspensions to the Sportsmanship Committee.  The rule to appeal individual suspension points 
was added to allow for the changes of administrative errors. It was discussed that if administrative 
errors are made, the player can follow up with the tournament and the referee.   

Following discussion, the following motion was duly made and seconded: 

RESOLVED: that effective immediately, the following amendments be made to the following USTA 
NorCal Point Penalty Suspension System to eliminate the ability to appeal individual suspension points 
allowing a player to appeal only when the player gets put on suspension:  

A. Amendment #1 – Remove Rule H. Right to Appeal Suspension Points (as follows, proposed 
deleted language stricken through) 
 

H. Right to Appeal Suspension Points.  A player shall have the right to appeal Suspension Points 
assessed as set forth in Rule III. 

 
B. Amendment #2 - Remove Rule K. 1. Right to Appeal Suspension Points (as follows, proposed 

deleted language stricken through) 



 
K. Right to Appeal Suspension to Sportsmanship Committee and Request Hearing. 
1. Right to Appeal Suspension Points.  Prior to a suspension, a player may appeal the levying of 
suspension points as set forth in Rule II.H. 
2. Request for Hearing.  A player shall have the right to appeal a suspension by requesting a 
hearing before the Sportsmanship Committee.  Absent good cause shown, any appeal shall be 
barred unless it is made in writing within 30 days of the mailing the notice of suspension and shall 
be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Sportsmanship Committee Chairperson, 
c/o USTA NorCal, 1920 North Loop Road, Alameda, CA 94502. 
3. Decision of Sportsmanship Committee.  Whenever a quorum is present, the vote of a majority of 
the members present shall constitute the decision of an appeal by the Sportsmanship Committee.  
The Sportsmanship Committee shall make a decision on an appeal within 20 days of the date of the 
hearing and the decision shall be binding and final.  The Chairman, or the Chairman’s designee shall 
prepare a written decision of the Committee notifying all parties of the decision. 

 
 

C. Amendment #3 - Remove Rule III. RIGHT TO APPEAL SUSPENSION POINTS (as follows, proposed 
deleted language stricken through)   
 

III. RIGHT TO APPEAL SUSPENSION POINTS. 
A player shall have the right to appeal Suspension Points assessed at USTA NorCal sanctioned 
tournaments.  Absent good cause shown, any appeal shall be barred unless it is made in writing to 
the USTA NorCal Executive Director within 15 days of the date the notice of Suspension Points 
(Adults: see Rule II.G.; Juniors: see USTA Regulation IV.F.5.).  If sent by email, it shall be sent to 
leube@norcal.usta.com  If by mail, it shall be by certified mail, return receipt requested, to 1920 
North Loop Road, Alameda, CA 94502. 
Upon receipt of an appeal, the Executive Director shall assign the appeal to an appropriate staff 
person for review and decision.  Within 30 days of the assignment (unless further time is 
reasonable), the staff person shall render a decision on the appeal based on the investigation or 
consultation that the staff person deems appropriate and notify the Executive Director and player 
of the decision. 
If the levying of the Suspension Points is overturned, USTA NorCal shall have the authority to make 
such adjustments as it deems necessary to a draw sheet to reflect the decision. 

 
The motion was approved 5-0. 
 
Rationale:  Accepting appeals of individual suspension points have taken a lot of staff time.  Additionally, 
players and parents now feel the entitlement of appealing and are appealing even when they are 
knowingly in violation.   
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:07 pm 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Michelle Wilson, Adult Tournaments Coordinator 


