
Roving Refresher 

 

Much of what is done when roving is subjective but in an effort to make sure all officials in the Northern 
section are as consistent as possible below is a refresher of the duties of a roving official. 
 
When you are scheduled at the beginning of the day: 

 Check in with the person running the tournament so you know the format for the 
tournament 

 Do you need to put in singles sticks? 

 Check the net heights and clear the courts for tennis balls including behind curtains 

 Set all score cards and score trees to Love – Love and make sure score trees have four 
balls in them 

 Be ready to time warm ups when the matches go out 
 
When you are scheduled mid-day and are relieving another official: 
 

 Try to arrive 15 minutes early so you are ready to go on court and have time to go to  
the bathroom before relieving the person scheduled before  you 

 This extra 15 minutes also gives you time to spend a few minutes exchanging 
information with the departing official 

 Did they give any codes, have they had any other issues,  spending a few minutes to 
exchange information  but will allow the other official to leave at their scheduled 
departure time 

 
When you are scheduled for the last shift of the day: 
 

 When scheduling officials all tournament directors try to give the assignor  the hours 
they think they will have matches, however that is only an estimate 

 It is assumed that when you accept the last shift of the day you will stay until play is 
completed or the tournament director releases you 

 Please keep this in mind when accepting assignments that start in the afternoon 
 
On court work: 
 

 As USTA officials we should be doing USTA roving ONLY 

 This means we spend most of our time on court moving between matches post to post 

 A typical pattern is if you have less than 5 courts you watch a game or 7-8 points and 
then move to another court 

 When you have more than 5 courts usually watching 3-4 points and then rotating to the 
next court usually works as a guideline 

 Always be aware of what is going on in the match on all of your courts. 
o Is the match close? 
o Are they 6-5 as a set score and potentially headed to a tie break? 
o Are they about to split sets? 



o All of these items should prompt you to head to these courts  
 Try to be on court to watch all tie breaks 
 Be available to time rest periods between second and third sets to 

monitor coaching and to get new balls for the match if they are playing 
a full third set. 

 Rules violations 
o We need to be more consistent with rules violations including the use of the PPS 

system. 
o Go by the standard “if it looks like a code then it is a code”. 

 Make sure you are coding the behavior that needs coding  
 Give a caution when appropriate but then be ready to go back and give 

the code if the behavior doesn’t change 
 Call foot faults  
 Be engaged in the match so you know what is going on but always try to 

not insert yourself in a match. 
 Watch time between points and change overs.   
 It is a great day of officiating when the most you have to  say is “time”, 

but that being said you need to make sure the play is fair. 
 
Junior Tournaments: 
  

 Level 6 and 7 junior tournaments 
o When working these consider them as learning tournaments for both players 

and parents/spectators 
o Just a softer approach  
o When they do not follow a rule let them know and explain or demonstrate as 

needed on a change over 
o These tournaments may be some of your more challenging work because of the 

questions and education you need to do with the players and parents 
 Level 2, 3, 4 & 5 

o These are your more experienced tournament players  
 They know the rules  
 Call foot faults and be looking for them 
 Look for line calls you need to over rule 
 Call time at 20 seconds and at 60 seconds or 90 seconds depending on 

whether it is a change over or set break. 
 Be watching the crowd for coaching  
 Make sure they are not using their cell phone or apple watch while on 

court 
 Use the PPS to control bad behavior on court 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


