		CORRECTING ERRORS

Lost Track of Score
Try to reconstruct points played in the game and use that as your starting score. If you can’t agree on points, go back to the last score everyone agrees on. Make sure to stop the serve immediately if a disputed score is called out and play a let once the score is resolved. 

Missed Change of Ends
Correct immediately by switching ends. Points 
played stand. First serve (even if a fault had been served prior to switching ends).

Wrong Receiver
If players have received on the wrong half of the court (deuce/ad side), complete the game as started. Switch back to the correct positions on the next game.

Wrong Server
If a player serves out of order, switch to the correct server and play from the current score. Points played stand. If the game is completed, it counts and the order of service remains as altered for the remainder of the set.


HOW TO PLAY A COMAN TIEBREAK
Set tiebreaker 
Play to 7 points (win by 2)

Super breaker (in lieu of 3rd set) 
Play to 10 points (win by 2)

Switching Sides
· Switch sides after 1st point to deuce court
· Switch sides every 4 points thereafter















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	You can use this clean, professional brochure just as it is or easily customize it.
On the next page, we’ve added a few tips (like this one) to help you get started. 
(By the way, to replace the logo or a photo with your own, just right-click it and then choose Change Picture.)



	
	
		SPORTSMANSHIP

Sportsmanship is the foundation of tennis. It is essential to tennis as a welcoming, open, and inclusive sport. Sports integrity follows a boundless set of core values and attributes that enrich the lives of all who participate. These attributes include, but are not limited to:
· Understanding and following the rules
· Being fair
· Acting with character
· Respecting others
· Winning with humility and losing with grace
· Maintaining composure
· Being accountable for one’s own actions
· Giving others the beneﬁt of the doubt
Tennis is more fun when players are good sports, and when persons associated with the players and the sport reinforce the ideals of good sport conduct. It entices people to stay involved with the sport their entire lives.

Courtesy
Tennis is a game that requires cooperation and courtesy from all participants.

Good Faith
Points played in good faith stand

Benefit of Doubt
Give your opponent the benefit of doubt on all calls.  A ball that is 99% out is still 100% in.

Shake Hands
Shake hands at the end of the match. A handshake is an agreement that the match was played in good faith and the match is binding.

2025 Friend at Court can be found on our website:  
Rochester Leagues

	

	




	
	
		SE MN
LEAGUE MATCH
Rules & Etiquette


	What to do 
when you don’t know
what to do.
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		GENERAL MATCH RULES
3rd Set Format
All matches are 3rd set tiebreak in lieu of a 3rd set.
Tiebreak Format
All matches in USTA Northern use the Coman Tiebreak in lieu of 3rd set.

Balls
The home team provides new balls for the match.  A standard Type 2 USTA approved ball must be used.

Coaching
No coaching is allowed.

Spectators
Spectators may NOT:
· Talk to or distract players on the court 
· Coach, either verbally or visually 
· Comment or make signals on line calls 
· Sit on court
· Get involved with any disputes

Equipment & Electronics
Cell phones and smart watches should be placed in airplane mode or turned oﬀ during a match. It is assumed that if you are checking your phone during your match, you are receiving coaching.

Scorekeeping
Score should be called out after each point of play by the server or serving team. If your courts have score tenders, change them consistently.


2026 USTA Regulations can be found on our website:
 Rochester Leagues
 




	



	
	
		START & STOP OF PLAY
Toss
Toss a coin or spin a racquet to decide the choice of ends or to serve/receive/defer before the start of the warm-up. If the player/team defers, the opponents choose the ends or to serve/receive.

Warm-Up
Warm-up is five minutes and should include serves. A player arriving late, but within the 15-minute default time, is allowed a five-minute warm-up.

Tips for Successful 5 Minute Warm-Up
· No Short Court
· 1 minute for groundstrokes at baseline
· 1 minute for volleys/overheads per team (2 minutes total)
· 1 minute for serving per team (2 minutes total) – Serve and catch (do not serve & return)
Match Play is Continuous
The max allowable times for a break are: 
· 25 seconds between points,
· 90 seconds at end change (odd games)
· 120 seconds at end of set  
· No break after the 1st game of the set (only change ends).


CALLS ON COURT

Partners Disagree
If the partners of a team disagree on a call, the point is awarded to the opposing team. Do not replay the point.

Ball on Court
Any player on court can stop play if a ball comes from a neighboring court. The point is replayed. Do not call a let on an adjacent court.






	

	



	
	
		. POINT PENALTIES FOR LATENESS
· Penalties begin at the scheduled time of the match
· The match is a default at 15:01 minutes late & considered a 6-0, 6-0 win for the player/team present.
· If the player arrives before the defaulted time, the player is to receive a 5-minute injury prevention warm-up.
· Example of Point Penalty System for Lateness:
· Match start time is 8:00.
· 8:01-8:05 = loss of toss, plus 1 game. 
· 8:06–8:10=loss of toss, plus 2 games. 
· 8:11–8:15=loss of toss, plus 3 games.
· 8:15:01 = default.

INJURED PLAYER

A one-time 3- minute medical time-out is allowed for injury, illness and heat related condition. If the match does not resume after the 3 minutes, the player(s) are subject to a Point Penalty Violation/Code Violation

A maximum 15- minute medical time-out is allowed for bleeding injury. If bleeding continues and match does not resume within 15 minutes, the match is retired.

If a player cannot complete a match, the match is retired. Scores are entered as played, e.g. 6-3, 2-0, RETIRED (not completed).






	

	
HAVE A GREAT SEASON OF FUN & COMPETITIVE TENNIS!
SE MN Area League Coordinator:
Jodi Kruse
jmkruse.leagues@gmail.com
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