
Timed Match Procedure – FAQs 
 
Here are some questions from captains (in black)/answers in red 

 Is it correct that if the timer goes off during the toss (after the plane has been 
broken) but the server doesn’t hit the ball, it is now out of play and the point is 
over (no further tosses)?  Yes, the match is over.  They should have tried to 
put the ball in play.   

 What if no point is in progress at the timer but one team is up 30-15, or any 
uneven score - thrown out? Or whoever is up gets it?  If the game is not 
completed, then neither team gets it.  Those scores are thrown out. 

 If you are in the middle of a game when regulation time ends, we know this game 
does not count. However, if the total number of games are equal between the 
two teams, who serves the sudden death point? Does the person who was 
serving the interrupted game serve the sudden death point since this game no 
longer exists? Yes, the person who was serving in the middle of the game 
would serve the sudden death point since their service game was 
interrupted.  This keeps you in compliance with staying in service rotation.  It 
would still be the receiving team's choice of who receives that sudden death 
point. In mixed doubles it would be gender to gender. 

 What happens if you are in the middle of a 3rd set match tiebreak and you don’t 
get to complete the 10-point tiebreak. Whichever team is ahead in the 3rd set 
match tiebreak wins the match.  No counting of games, if you split sets and you 
are in the 3rd set, you are tied at one set all. The focus is on each of those 
points.  Think of each of those points as a match point.  As you know, in 
TennisLInk, you would still enter the 3rd set as 1-0. 

  I have just been looking over the timed match procedure and have a 
question.  What do you do if the timer goes off during the second set 
tiebreak?   Since the 2nd set tiebreak is not completed, then it does not 
count.  Therefore, whatever points were played do not count and the score 
would remain 6-6.  Therefore, whoever won the 1st set wins the match as they 
would have the most games won.  

I hope this helps - general rule of thumb: 

 Count games for the 1st & 2nd sets, make sure you are not tied with the same 
number of games when the timer goes off.  If you are, play a sudden death 
point to determine the winner of the match. 

 If you are in the 3rd set 10-point match tiebreak, you no longer count 
games.  Treat each of those points as if they were "Match Point."  You only 
need to be ahead by 1 point to be the winner of the match. 

 


