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FAQ’s for the Brand New Coed 18-39 USTA League 
 

Question 1 Line-up Exchange:  Do we exchange the entire line up at the very beginning of the match? 

Answer 1:  It is more expedient to exchange the entire line-up at the beginning. This allows a singles line 

to start after one doubles line has been completed with no need to wait for both doubles lines. At the 

end, Mixed doubles may begin when one singles line is completed. If this method is chosen, a change of 

players in the line-up will be allowed if a captain makes that decision. 

OR 

You may exchange the line-up within each grouping: 

– Start by exchanging the 1st round: Men’s Doubles and Women’s Doubles 

– After those lines are completed, exchange the 2nd round: Men’s Singles and Women’s Singles 

– After singles is completed, then exchange who will play in the Mixed Doubles 

Question 2 Line-up & Waiting :  Do we wait for both doubles matches to finish to begin singles? 

Example: Men's doubles finishes first; may start men's singles and not wait for women's doubles to 

finish? 

Answer 2:  You do not need to wait and it is recommended to start the next match as soon as possible in 

order to reduce waiting time and to finish the match on schedule. 

Question 3 Order of Play:  Is the order of play is fixed: doubles first, then singles, then mixed? May we 

change that?   

Answer 3:  That is the correct order: 
Men’s Doubles & Women’s Doubles 
Men’s Singles & Women’s Singles 
Mixed Doubles 
Do not change the order 

Question 4 Number of Lines per Player: How many lines may a player play in? 

Answer 4:  A player may play in two (2) out of the three (3) lines although may also be a sub in a 3rd line.  

Example: one male may play men’s doubles and men’s singles, Men’s doubles and Mixed Doubles, 

Men’s Singles and Mixed Doubles.  Another male may play the remaining lines. You may have four 

players in each gender in one match, each plays one line.   

Question 5 Adding Players: May I add players to my team? 

Answer 5:  Yes, you may add players to your roster with one match remaining. All players in a match 

must be registered on TennisLink prior to the match beginning. 
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Question 6 Fresh Cans of Balls:  Do we open only two (2) new cans of balls—one for each for court? 

Answer 6:  Yes, two (2) cans of new balls are all that you need for a match—one can for each court. 

When you get to the Mixed Doubles round, the players select the balls from one of the courts to use. 

The home team provides the fresh cans of balls. 

Question 7 Warm-Ups: How is the warm-up handled with the staggered start times? 

Answer 7A:  All warm-ups will occur at the beginning of the match with the standard 7-minute warm up.  

(Each line is only one set to 6 games with a tiebreak at 5-5 games all.  Therefore, the matches will move 

along quickly.) 

Answer 7B: You may choose to warmup with your own teammates in order for everyone to warmup. 

Questions 8 Warm-ups:  Are we warming up against our opponents—traditional tennis warmup or 

should we warmup against our teammates? 

Answer 8: You might find the most effective warmup is to warmup with your teammates to ensure all 
players on your team get a 7-minute warmup. You have two courts for your match; each team may use 
one court in the beginning of the match to warmup with their team. 

Question 9 Changing Sides: When do we change sides? 

Answer 9:  Every 4 games and every 4 points in the set tiebreak.  

Question 10 Let Serves:  If a serve is a let, can either of the opponents on the receiving end return the 

serve? 

Answer 10:  No, the player intended to receive the serve must be the player to return the ball. 

Question 11: Let Serve Called:  If the receiver (or the receiver's partner) calls, "Let" during the let serve 

and ends up being able to return it, is that considered a hindrance, whereby the serving team receives 

the point?  

Answer 11:  No, technically it is not a hindrance when the ball is traveling towards them and the call is 

made prior to striking the return. Both teams know they are playing let serves and need to be ready. 

If the receiving team calls, “Out” and then plays the ball stating it was good or let, that is different and 

the serving team gets the point. 

Question 12 When Serve is Out:  If the service ball doesn't land in the service box, is it a dead ball? 

Answer 12:  Yes, if the ball doesn't land in the service box, it is considered out or a dead ball. If that was 

first serve, now serve the 2nd serve.  If it was 2nd serve, point is awarded to the receiver. 

Question 13 Substitutions:  Can we substitute players? 

Answer 13:  Yes, one substitution per line is allowed in a match 

Keep in mind, a player may only be listed in TennisLink in two (2) out of the three (3) lines. 

Example: Player A plays men's doubles and subs out halfway through and Player B comes in for 

him.  Then Player A plays men's singles and plays part of the mixed doubles line.  The captain can only 

enter Player A’s name in two of the three lines he played.  (See Q&A #14 below.) 
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Question 14 Substitutions: Can we substitute players during a game or only after a game? 

Answer 14: Substitutions may only be made in between games, not between points or serves. 

Questions 15 Substitutions:  if I substitute and have two players play the singles set, do I, as a captain, 

decide which of the two players I put in TennisLink for the singles set, so that it works out for my team's 

lineup? (So I keep to the rule of a player playing a maximum of two lines) 

Answer 15:  Yes, it is up to the captain to select the player for the line with a sub. You may say select the 
player who played more games or if it comes down to making sure that you follow the two (2) out of 
three (3) lines capacity, you select the player you need to enter. (See Q&A # 12 above.) 

Question 16 Place for non-playing Teammates & Captains:  Where may non-playing teammates and 

captain sit or stand for coaching, tips, or cheering? Is that determined by the club? Can you have 

teammates standing on the sidelines for both courts?  

Answer 16: All Co-ed matches are scheduled with two courts running at the same time, teammates will 
be able to sit or stand on the outside edge of an outer court or in between the 2 courts if there is not an 
outer edge. Example: You are playing on courts 2 & 3 so courts 1 and 4 flank your courts; non-playing 
teammates may sit between courts 2 & 3. 
 

Question 17 Coaching:  Are there any stipulations about coaching?  Can each team just yell out tips 

throughout the match or should it be performed in a more organized manner? Can the coaching only 

come from a specified person? I can imagine some teams getting excited and start yelling out “let it 

bounce” or “it’s going out” or “here comes the drop!” Stuff like that throughout the match... what 

decorum should be used, what type of coaching is allowed and not? 

Answer 17:  No ‘coaching’ or tips may be given during a point in play. Therefore, comments like you 

mentioned, “let it bounce”, etc. may not be given. Comments should always be positive and upbeat, 

“nice shot”, etc.  

- Coaching on changeovers is best time as long as it does not delay the next game. 

- Coaching may be done between points as long as it does not create a delay of game or interfere 

with match play. 

- Coaching is not allowed between the 1st and 2nd serves as the second serve must be struck 

without delay. 

- Remember, this is going to be a super fun league and we are trying not to over regulate. Have 

fun with this. 

Question 18 Set Breaks: Is there a time limit between sets to get the next line on court? 

Answer 18:  Yes, you will want to have the next round of players ready to go – typically, you are all on 

court together, so there should not be time delays to get the next round of matches going. If the player 

who just finished a line is the next player to go on court, s/he is allowed two minutes for a rest break or 

longer if needed for a restroom break. 
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Question 19 Set Tiebreaks:  I am confused about set tiebreaks. I know it is first to 5 points but what is 

the sequence? 

Answer 19: Think of the serving as a 2-2-2-3 as the sequence. 

– Tiebreaks: A set tiebreak is played at five games all (5-5) in any set 

– You play until one pair or player wins five points. The tiebreak is done and winner declared.  (A 

total of nine points might be necessary.) 

– Serve order:  Service order continues as established during the set. The person who is to serve 

next begins the tiebreaker 

– Each player serves two points in succession starting from the deuce side then the ad side 

– Players change sides after four points 

–  If the tiebreak reaches 4-4, the person who served the eighth point serves the ninth (final) point. 

 The receiver(s) has the choice of sides except in mixed doubles, where the serve must be 

gender to gender. 

 The winner of the ninth point is the winner of the set 

Question 20 Court time:  What happens if we run out of court time? 

Answer 20:  Most facilities have reserved two hours for your match and some have reserved 2.5 hours 

for one or both courts. If a member or a reservation has your court, you will need to yield to that 

reservation/member. Most matches are scheduled near the end of the day to hopefully, relieve that 

pressure for your court. The Valley requires you to depart the building by 8:00 PM. 

- If you are getting close to running out of time, e.g., the last line (mixed doubles) is starting but 

time remaining is 20 minutes, both teams need to agree to a hard stop time. At the Valley, that 

time should be 7:45 PM or 7:50 PM at the very latest. If the set is incomplete, e.g., 4-3 when you 

run out of court time, that is fine because you are entering all lines as “timed match” from the 

drop down menu. (See Q&A #24 below.) The pair in the lead, is declared the winner. At the end 

of the season the standings are based on number of games won, so it is okay to enter a partial 

set score.  

- If there are only two (2) minutes remaining, when you begin with a tied game score, e.g., 3-3, 2-

2, 1-1, you should play a sudden death point as you’ll need to determine a winner on that court.  

Whichever pair wins the sudden death point, is awarded a game and the score would be 

entered as 4-3, 3-2, or 2-1. 

Question 21 Entering Scores: Who enters the scores and what do we do if players are substituted?  

Answer 21:  Both captains are equally responsible to enter scores on TennisLink. 

- If there was a substitution made, select the player you want listed. 
- After the match, captains review the scorecards together, confirm the players and the scores on 

both scorecards.  
- The first captain to go on TennisLink, enters the players and scores. Select “Timed Match” for all 

lines. 
- The second captain to go on TennisLink, reviews the entries and “Confirms” or “Disputes” the 

entries.  

 If you dispute, send an e-mail to the opposing captain to explain the discrepancy and 
request concurrence or further discussion. 

 After concurrence, send the e-mail thread with match number to your league coordinator. 
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Question 22 Entering Scores:  I keep getting an error message saying scores are invalid. How do I fix this? 

Answer 22:  On TennisLink, you will need to change the drop down menu from “Completed” and select 
“Timed Match.” (This is an artifact of the traditional scoring methods and the Co-ed 18-39 League 
scoring has not yet been completely revised by Active.com.) 

Question 23 Standings Ties: What if we end in a tie for a match? 

Answer 23:  That’s okay because standings are determined by the most number of games won for the 

entire season. An example of the Team Summary page for Standings is below: 

 

Question 24 Standings and Who Wins?:  How does a team end up winning for the season? 

Answer 24: Winning the league is determined by winning the most games in the season. If that is tied, 

the order of criteria to break the tie is: 

1. Least Sets Lost 
2. Head-to-Head 
3. Fewest Games lost 
4. If a tie still exists, a method will be determined by the championship committee 

 

Question 25 Ratings:  Does this league affect our Year End Rating? 

Answer 25:  No, this league will not impact your YER (Our Section has elected not to opt in for NTRP 

ratings this year.) 

Question 26 Advancement:  What is the Advancement Criteria to qualify players to local area playoffs, 

sectionals and national invitational?  

Answer 26:  Each player must have played at least one match 

 


