
COVID-19 NorCal League FAQ 
 
Will I receive a credit? 
All players who registered in the Adult 65 and Adult 18 leagues will receive a 
credit for their upcoming league. These credits will automatically be applied at 
checkout for your next league. Adult 40 and Mixed 55 players will not receive a 
credit or refund since the majority of their league had been played and planned to 
resume. 
 
My favorite league was canceled and/or swapped out for another league. 
Why? 
We understand that many players will be eager to get back on court and may have 
been looking forward to certain leagues. In an effort to allow as many players to 
return to play as possible, USTA NorCal prioritized the most inclusive leagues 
based on age, format and whether or not their Invitationals and/or Championships 
had been cancelled.  
 
Why do some leagues get a championship and some leagues don’t? 
USTA National has canceled all 2020 National Championships. As of April 13, the 
Adult 65 & Over Sectional championship is still scheduled since the National 
Invitational has not yet been canceled. USTA NorCal will try to host a 
Championship for all leagues however, they will be modified for player safety.  
 
How will you be modifying Championships? 
USTA NorCal plans to add in another round of playoffs for 2020 leagues in areas 
that are split into two flights. This will allow one team per area to advance. In 
addition, USTA NorCal will also be using additional sites and Championship 
formats may be adjusted. All 2021 leagues will adhere to regular playoff, district, 
sectional regulations and procedures. 
  
What if league play is scheduled to start and my facility hasn’t opened yet? 
USTA NorCal has no authority over facility operations. All facilities/parks/clubs 
have their own right to declare when they will be open and operational. That being 
said, we do not intend to resume league play until it is safe and the majority of 
facilities/clubs/parks have reopened throughout NorCal. 
 
What about the league fee increase? 
We understand that many players are upset over the league fee increase that was 
voted on and passed by our Board of Directors. We want to assure you that your 
opinions, thoughts and concerns were heard and have been directed to our Board of 



Directors. Our league staff is not in the position to answer any further 
questions/comments regarding the fee and it is our understanding that they will be 
addressed by our Board of Directors.  
 
Tennis requires little to no human contact. Why isn’t it safe to play? 
Based on the recommendations of the USTA COVID-19 Advisory Group, the 
USTA believes that it is in the best interest of society to take a collective pause 
from playing the sport we love. Although there are no specific studies on tennis 
and COVID-19, medical advisors believe there is the possibility that the virus 
responsible for COVID-19 could be transmitted through common sharing and 
handling of tennis balls, gate handles, benches, net posts, and even court surfaces. 
As a result of this, the USTA asks that as tennis players we need to be patient in 
our return to the courts and consider how our decisions will not only affect 
ourselves, but how our decisions can impact our broader communities. In the 
meantime, we encourage everyone to stay active and healthy with at home exercise 
and creative “tennis at home” variations. We look forward to our return to tennis in 
a safe manner and will provide updates as new information becomes available. By 
practicing all the recommended guidelines presently put forth by our medical 
experts, that return will happen in the soonest possible time frame. 
 


